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I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you  
the whole counsel of God.   —Acts 20:27 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 October 2023 



 
About Receiving Communion 

 

All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in 
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are 
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in 
Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace 
of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the 
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the 
meaning of the Gospel. 
 
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they 
have made a profession of faith and have been received as communing 
members by the church to which their parents belong. 
 
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s Supper 
to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 1 Cor 10:16; 
11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of conscience, you 
are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is provided in the 
center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are available for those 
who cannot eat bread.  

 
 

SERVING IN THE NURSERY TODAY 
 

Sunday School Paula Ea 
 MJ Canales 
Worship Evangeline Grimes 

 Margaret Anne Gunter 
 Chelsea Schleifer 

 

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; 
for here we meet with a holy God. 

 

Before the service, speak to the Lord; 
during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service, speak to one another. 
 



Ref lection 
 

Faith does not operate in the realm of the possible. There is no glory for 
God in that which is humanly possible. Faith begins where man’s power 
ends. 

— George Müller 
Prussian evangelist (1805–98) 

Faith is not merely your holding on to God; it is God holding on to you. 
— E. Stanley Jones 

American missionary to India (1884–1973) 

What we see as we go through life always depends upon where we 
stand to look. 

— Billy Sunday 
in his sermon “Under the Sun” 

If Christ is risen, nothing else matters. And if Christ is not risen — nothing 
else matters. 

— Jaroslav Pelikan 
before dying in 2006 

 
 

 



We Prepare to Meet with God 
 

Prelude    Children of the Heavenly Father 
 

Children of the heav’nly Father 
Safely in his bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
Such a refuge e’er was given. 
 
Neither life nor death shall ever 
From the Lord his children sever; 
Unto them his grace he showeth, 
And their sorrows all he knoweth. 
 
Praise the Lord in joyful numbers: 
Your Protector never slumbers. 
At the will of your Defender 
Ev’ry foeman must surrender. 
 
Though he giveth or he taketh, 
God his children ne’er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely 
To preserve them pure and holy. 

 
 



God Calls Us 
  

Trinitarian Confession and Salutation 
 

Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,  
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19 
All: Our help is in the name of the LORD,  
 who made heaven and earth! Psalm 124:8 

Minister: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.  Jude 2 

All: Amen. 
 

Call to Worship Psalm 66:1–4 
 

Minister: Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 
All: sing the glory of his name; 

give to him glorious praise! 
Minister: Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 

So great is your power  
that your enemies [cower before] you. 

All: All the earth worships you and sings praises to you; 
they sing praises to your name.” 

 

 Hymn 302 Come, Christians, Join to Sing        Trinity Hymnal 
 

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 Congregation stands as able 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/302
https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/302


God Cleanses Us 
 

Call to Confession of Sin Isaiah 43:24b–25 
 

“You have burdened me with your sins;  
you have wearied me with your iniquities. 

I, I am he  
who blots out your transgressions for my own sake,  
and I will not remember your sins.” 

 

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison) 

Adapted from a prayer by Anselm 
 
O Almighty and merciful Father,  

you graciously pour your many benefits upon us, 
yet we repay your goodness with ingratitude. 

We stand before you with dead and senseless hearts,  
unkindled with love of your gentle and enduring goodness.  

 
Forgive us, O merciful Father, 

Turn us and we shall be turned. 
Make us with our whole heart to hunger and thirst after you,  

and with all our longing to desire you.  
In Christ’s precious name we pray. Amen. 

 

 Declaration of Forgiveness          Isaiah 43:1–3a 
 

But now thus says the LORD, 
he who created you, O Jacob, 
 he who formed you, O Israel: 
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
 I have called you by name, you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
 and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
 and the flame shall not consume you. 
For I am the LORD your God, 
 the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

 



 The Doxology  (#731) Trinity Hymnal 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host: 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

God Consecrates Us 
 
 Prayer for Illumination 
 

 Reading of Scripture Philippians 3 (p. 981) 
 

 Hymn 542 Who Are These Like Stars Appearing      Trinity Hymnal 
 

Preaching of the Word Rev. David Boxerman 
 Sermon Text: Hebrews 11:32–40 (p. 1008)   Faith Without Regret 
 

32 And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, 
Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the 
prophets, 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered 
justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of 
lions, 34 quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of 
the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who 
became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 35 Women 
received back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who 
were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an 
even better resurrection. 36 Some faced jeers and flogging, and even 
chains and imprisonment. 37 They were put to death by stoning; they 
were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about 
in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated—
38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and 
mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground. 

39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them 
received what had been promised, 40 since God had planned 
something better for us so that only together with us would they be 
made perfect. 
 

Prayer of Intercession 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/731
https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/731
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3&version=ESV
https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/542
https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/542


 Hymn  God Moves in a Mysterious Way 
 

God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform; 
He plants his footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm. 
 
Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never-failing skill 
He treasures up his bright designs, 
And works his sovereign will. 
 
Refrain: 
God of mercy! God of grace! 
Give us eyes to see! 
Eyes to see your smiling face  
Within the mystery, within the mystery. 
 
Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 
The clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 
 
Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust him for his grace; 
Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face. 
 
Refrain 
 
His purposes will ripen fast, 
Unfolding every hour; 
The bud may have a bitter taste, 
But sweet will be the flow'r. 
 
Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan his work in vain. 
God is his own interpreter, 
And he will make it plain. 
 
Refrain 



Baptism of covenant children  
Micah David and Eva Grace Schleifer,  

son and daughter of David and Chelsea Schleifer 
 
Congregational prayer for child  
 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who embraces children with the arms of your 
mercy, and makes them living members of your Church: Give them 
grace, we pray, to stand fast in your faith, to obey your word, and to 
abide in your love; that, being made strong by your Holy Spirit, they 
may resist temptation and overcome evil, and may rejoice in the life 
that now is, and dwell with you in the life that is to come. We ask 
through your merits, O merciful Savior, who with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit live and reign as one God, time without end. Amen. 
 



God Communes with Us 
 
 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed  p. 845, Trinity Hymnal 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 The Gloria Patri  (#735) Trinity Hymnal 
 

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen. 

 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/735
https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/735


The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 

Invitation and Supervision of the Table 1 Corinthians 11:23–29 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding with 
the Lord’s Prayer in unison: 
 
People: Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Words of Institution  Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20 

 
Distribution of the Bread and the Cup 

 



Hymn — During the bread How Blest is He Whose Trespass 
 

How blest is he whose trespass has freely been forgiv’n, 
Whose sin is wholly covered before the sight of heav’n. 
Blest he to whom Jehovah will not impute his sin, 
Who has a guileless spirit, whose heart is true within. 
 
While I kept guilty silence my strength was spent with grief, 
Thy hand was heavy on me, my soul found no relief;  
But when I owned my trespass, my sin hid not from thee, 
When I confessed transgression, then thou forgavest me. 
 
So let the godly seek thee in times when thou art near;  
No whelming floods shall reach them, 

nor cause their hearts to fear. 
In thee, O Lord, I hide me, thou savest me from ill,  
And songs of thy salvation my heart with rapture thrill. 
 
I graciously will teach thee the way that thou shalt go, 
And with mine eye upon thee my counsel make thee know. 
But be ye not unruly, or slow to understand;  
Be not perverse, but willing to heed my wise command. 
 
The sorrows of the wicked in number shall abound,  
But those that trust Jehovah, his mercy shall surround. 
Then in the Lord be joyful, in song lift up your voice. 
Be glad in God, ye righteous, rejoice, ye saints, rejoice. 
 



Scripture Reading — During the cup 1 Peter 2:9–12 
 

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies 
of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy. 
 
Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the 
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep 
your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they 
speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds 
and glorify God on the day of visitation. 
 

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) 
 

Now may your servant, Lord,  You did for all prepare 
 according to your word, this Gift, so great, so rare, 

 depart in exultation. fulfilling prophets’ story; 
My rest shall be serene,  A Light to show the way 

  for now my eyes have seen to Gentiles gone astray, 
 your wonderful salvation.  and unto Israel’s glory. 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
 



God Commissions and Blesses Us 
 

The Collection of Alms and Tithes 
 

Hymn 691 It Is Well with My Soul                     Trinity Hymnal 
(congregation stands on last verse) 

 

 The Benediction 

 
 Congregation stands as able 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOME FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 
Group Leader Contact Meeting Day/Time 

Leng Ea 817.412.8625 
Ea’s home 

Fridays at 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Timothy Skaggs 209.403.6767 
Canales’ home 
1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Adam Grimes 214.226.1251 
CPC 

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

Russ Lawrenz 940. 395-9413 
SE Denton 

Saturdays at 4:00 

Brandon Luter 
Teen Trek 

469.441.6306 
CPC 

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/691
https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/691


Sermon Notes 
Hebrews 11:32–40 

Faith Without Regret 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Welcome to Christ Church OPC 
 

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our 
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love, 
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards 
and place it in the collection plate. If you desire any additional 
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of 
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our 
community in the name of Christ! 

 

About Our Church 
 

Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant 
Reformation, Christ Church is a congregation of the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church (OPC). We are committed to the Bible as the Word 
of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.  
 

 

 
 
 

3410 Peters Colony Road ● Flower Mound, Texas 75022 ● 972-355-5892 
www.ChristPresbyterian.org ● email@ChristPresbyterian.org 

Christ OPC on Twitter ● Christ OPC on Instagram 
 
 

Staff 
Senior Pastor – Rev. John Canales 

Chief Musician – Sharon Miller 
Coordinator of Church Ministries – Mary Jo Canales 

 
 

Elders: Rod Alexander (Emeritus), Adam Grimes, Scott Peterson  
Deacons: Doug Boswell, Leng Ea, Brandon Luter, Rod Miller 

 

http://www.christpresbyterian.org/
mailto:email@ChristPresbyterian.org

