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About Receiving Communion 
 

All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in 
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are 
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in 
Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace 
of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the 
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the 
meaning of the Gospel. 
 
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they 
have made a profession of faith and have been received as communing 
members by the church to which their parents belong. 
 
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s Supper 
to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 1 Cor 10:16; 
11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of conscience, you 
are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is provided in the 
center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are available for those 
who cannot eat bread.  

 
 

SERVING IN THE NURSERY TODAY 
 

Sunday School Mary Jo Canales 
 Paula Ea 
Worship Carol Boeuf 

 Mary Jo Canales 
 Paula Ea 

 

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; 
for here we meet with a holy God. 

 

Before the service, speak to the Lord; 
during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service, speak to one another. 
 



Ref lection 
 

[Regarding the incarnation:] If this thing happened, it was the central 
event in the history of the earth. 

— C. S. Lewis 
Miracles 

 
He was created of a mother whom he created. He was carried by 
hands that he formed. He cried in the manger in wordless infancy, he 
the Word, without whom all human eloquence is mute. 

— Augustine of Hippo 
 

 



We Prepare to Meet with God 
 

Prelude The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want    Tune: CRIMOND 

 

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want; 
He makes me down to lie  
in pastures green; he leadeth me  
the quiet waters by. 
 
My soul he doth restore again; 
and me to walk doth make  
within the paths of righteousness,  
e’en for his own name’s sake. 
 
Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, 
yet will I fear none ill, 
for thou are with me; and thy rod 
and staff me comfort still. 
 
My table thou hast furnished 
in presence of my foes; 
my head thou dost with oil anoint, 
and my cup overflows. 
 
Goodness and mercy all my life 
shall surely follow me:  
and in God’s house forevermore 
my dwelling place shall be. 

 



God Calls Us 
  

Trinitarian Confession and Salutation 
 

Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,  
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19 
All: Our help is in the name of the LORD,  
 who made heaven and earth! Psalm 124:8 

Minister: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father 
and Christ Jesus our Lord!   1 Timothy 1:2b 

All: Amen. 
 

Call to Worship based on Romans 13:11–12 
 

Minister: The hour has come for us to wake from sleep. 
People: For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first 

believed. 
Minister: The night is far gone; the day is at hand. 
People: So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on 

the armor of light. 
Minister: Let us walk in the light, as we worship the Light 
 

 Hymn 226  As with Gladness Men of Old         Trinity Hymnal 
 

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration 
 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/226
https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/226


God Cleanses Us 
 

Call to Confession of Sin Luke 3:2b–9 
 

The word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. And he went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it 
is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 
 “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight. 
 Every valley shall be filled, 
 and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall become straight, 
 and the rough places shall become level ways, 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 
 
He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to 
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even 
now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

 



Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy 
 

O God, 
you give us your good news 
and call us into a new covenant relationship with you. 
Help us to prepare the way of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Let the valleys be lifted up! 
Draw us away from degrading thoughts and actions,  
and lift from us depressions and worry. 
 

Through humble people, prepare your world, O God.  
Let the mountains be leveled off! 
End our pride and take away our arrogance: 
save us from false hope and unwarranted presumption 
Through faithful people, prepare your world, O God.  
Let the crooked be made straight! 
Forgive our sin, and pardon our wrongdoing;  
defeat evil and overcome the power of death. 
 

Through saved people, prepare your world, O God. 
Let the rough be made smooth! 
Help us grow in understanding, 
and give us wisdom to discern that which is good and true.  
 

Through sanctified people, prepare your world, O God.  
Let all people see the salvation of our God. 
Redeem your world, and make all things new, 
and bring us into your holy and perfect presence,  
now and for all eternity. 
 

Keep us humble and faithful. 
Save us and sanctify us, O God. 
For the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 
 



 Declaration of Forgiveness          Luke 1:68–70 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
 for he has visited and redeemed his people 
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
 in the house of his servant David, 
as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old.” 

 

 The Doxology  (#731) Trinity Hymnal 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host: 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/731
https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/731


God Consecrates Us 
 
 Prayer for Illumination 
 

 Reading of Scripture Luke 1:1–25 (p. 855) 
 
1 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the 
things that have been accomplished among us, 2 just as those who 
from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word 
have delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, having 
followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may have 
certainty concerning the things you have been taught. 
 
5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named 
Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the 
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And they were 
both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the 
commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7 But they had no child, 
because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years. 
 
8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division 
was on duty, 9 according to the custom of the priesthood, he was 
chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 
10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the 
hour of incense. 11 And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord 
standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah was 
troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel 
said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been 
heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call 
his name John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will 
rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he must 
not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy 
Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16 And he will turn many of the 
children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he will go before him in 
the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make 
ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 
 
18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an 
old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” 19 And the angel 



answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I 
was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 And 
behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these 
things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will 
be fulfilled in their time.” 21 And the people were waiting for 
Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the temple. 22 And 
when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they 
realized that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making 
signs to them and remained mute. 23 And when his time of service 
was ended, he went to his home. 
 
24 After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months 
she kept herself hidden, saying, 25 “Thus the Lord has done for me in 
the days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach among 
people.” 
 

 Hymn 162 Of the Father’s Love Begotten      Trinity Hymnal 
 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/162
https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/162


Preaching of the Word Rev. John Canales 
 Sermon Text: John 1:14 (p. 886); Genesis 1:1–2:7 (p. 1) 

Why the Incarnation Matters: It Affirms the Creation, Part 1 
 

John 1:14 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 

his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 
 

Genesis 1:1–2:7 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth 
was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
 
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God 
saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the 
darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 
6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, 
and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 And God made the 
expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from 
the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God 
called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the second day. 
 
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered 
together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 
10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 
11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, 
and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to 
its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth 
vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and 
trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. 
And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there 
was morning, the third day. 
 
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to 
separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for 
seasons, and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the 



expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 
16 And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the 
day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 And God 
set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 to 
rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from 
the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening 
and there was morning, the fourth day. 
 
20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the 
heavens.” 21 So God created the great sea creatures and every living 
creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their 
kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that 
it was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 
23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
 
24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according 
to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth 
according to their kinds.” And it was so. 25 And God made the beasts 
of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to 
their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 
 
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 
And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and 
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
 
27  So God created man in his own image, 

    in the image of God he created him; 
    male and female he created them. 

 
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given 
you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and 
every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And 
to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of 



life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And 
God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 
2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of 
them. 2 And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had 
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had 
done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on 
it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation. 
 
4 These are the generations 
of the heavens and the earth when they were created, 
in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens. 

5 When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of 
the field had yet sprung up—for the LORD God had not caused it to 
rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground, 6 and a 
mist was going up from the land and was watering the whole face of 
the ground— 7 then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the 
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 
became a living creature. 
 

Prayer of Intercession 
 



 Hymn 294 Song of Zechariah   
 

Blest be God, the Lord of Israel; he has come to set us free! 
And a horn of full salvation he has raised from David’s seed. 
God has visited his people to redeem them as foretold 
In the promise he had spoken through his prophets from of old. 
 
God has come in might to save us from the hatred of our foes. 
From their cruel hand he frees us, and his tender mercy shows 
Mercy promised in his cov’nant to our fathers whom he chose. 
He will keep his oath to Abr’am to release us from our woes. 
 
God has sworn to grant deliv’rance and restore us to our place: 
Serving boldly in his presence, just and holy all our days. 
You, my child, will be his Prophet, called and sent by God Most High. 
You must go before the Lord now to prepare his ways aright.  
 
Bring the knowledge of salvation to God’s people in their sin.  
Preach that God is tenderhearted, and by him are sins forgiv’n. 
His great mercy, like the sunrise, brightly shines in deepest night,  
Guiding those who sit in darkness to the way of peace and light. 

 
 

Reception of New Members  
 

• Nathan and Virginia Vandermeer 

• Beth Eppinger 
• Jared Diaz 

 



God Communes with Us 
 
 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed  p. 845, Trinity Hymnal 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 The Gloria Patri  (#735) Trinity Hymnal 
 

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen. 

 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/735
https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/735


The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 

Invitation and Supervision of the Table 1 Corinthians 11:23–29 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding with 
the Lord’s Prayer in unison: 
 
People: Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Words of Institution  Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20 

 
Distribution of the Bread and the Cup 

 



Hymn — During the bread Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
For with blessing in his hand, 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
Our full homage to demand. 
 
King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
As of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords, in human vesture, 
In the body and the blood, 
He will give to all the faithful, 
His own self for heav’nly food. 
 
Rank on rank the host of heaven 
Spreads its vanguard on the way, 
As the Light of light descendeth 
From the realms of endless day, 
That the powers of hell may vanish 
As the darkness clears away. 
 
At his feet the six winged seraph, 
Cherubim with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the presence, 
As with ceaseless voice they cry: 
Alleluia, Alleluia 
Alleluia, Lord Most High! 
 



Scripture Reading — During the cup John 14:1–6 
 

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in 
me. In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know 
the way to where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we 
do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me. 

 

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) 
 

Now may your servant, Lord,  You did for all prepare 
 according to your word, this Gift, so great, so rare, 

 depart in exultation. fulfilling prophets’ story; 
My rest shall be serene,  A Light to show the way 

  for now my eyes have seen to Gentiles gone astray, 
 your wonderful salvation.  and unto Israel’s glory. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
 

God Commissions and Blesses Us 
 

The Collection of Alms and Tithes 
 

Hymn 207 Good Christian Men, Rejoice             Trinity Hymnal 
 

 The Benediction 

 
 Congregation stands as able 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/207
https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/207


Sermon Notes 
John 1:14; Genesis 1:1–2:7 

Why the Incarnation Matters: It Affirms the Creation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOME FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 
Group Leader Contact Meeting Day/Time 

Leng Ea 817.412.8625 Saturdays at 10:30 a.m. 

Timothy Skaggs 209.403.6767 Sundays 1:00 p.m. 

Adam Grimes 214.226.1251 Saturdays 4:00 p.m. 

Brandon Luter 
Teen Trek 

469.441.6306 
 

Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. 



Welcome to Christ Church OPC 
 

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our 
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love, 
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards 
and place it in the collection plate.  If you desire any additional 
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of 
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our 
community in the name of Christ! 

 

About Our Church 
 

Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant 
Reformation, Christ Church is a congregation of the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church (OPC). We are committed to the Bible as the Word 
of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.  
 

 

 
 
 

3410 Peters Colony Road ● Flower Mound, Texas 75022 ● 972-355-5892 
www.ChristPresbyterian.org ● email@ChristPresbyterian.org 

Christ OPC on Twitter ● Christ OPC on Instagram 
 
 

Staff 
Senior Pastor – Rev. John Canales 

Chief Musician – Sharon Miller 
Coordinator of Church Ministries – Mary Jo Canales 

 
 

Elders: Rod Alexander (Emeritus), Adam Grimes, Scott Peterson  
Deacons: Doug Boswell, Leng Ea, Brandon Luter, Rod Miller 

 

http://www.christpresbyterian.org/
mailto:email@ChristPresbyterian.org

