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Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent;
for here we meet with a holy God.

Before the service, speak to the Lord;
during the service, let the Lord speak to you;
after the service, speak to one another.

About Receiving Communion

All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in
Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace
of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the
meaning of the Gospel.

A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they
have made a profession of faith and have been received as communing
members by the church to which their parents belong.

As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s Supper
to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23-25; 1 Cor 10:16;
11:20-21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3-4). If, however, for reasons of conscience, you
are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is provided in the
center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are available for those
who cannot eat bread.

SERVING IN THE NURSERY TODAY

Sunday School Mary Jo Canales
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Worship Evie Grimes
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Chelsea Schleifer
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Suffering times are a Christian’s best improving times.
— George Whitefield
British preacher and evangelist (1714-70)

Certain it is that the reason there is so much shallow living — much talk

but little obedience — is that so few are prepared to be, like the pine on
the hilltop, alone in the wind for God.

— Amy Carmichael

Irish missionary to India (1867-1951)

God whispers to us in our well-being; he shouts to us in our suffering.
— C.S. Lewis
The Problem of Pain

In America, Christians pray for the burden of suffering to be lifted from

their backs. In the rest of the world, Christians pray for stronger backs so
they can bear their suffering.

— Dave Dravecky

When You Can’t Come Back

Circumstances may appear to wreck our lives and God’s plans, but God is

not helpless among the ruins. Our broken lives are not lost or useless.

God’s love is still working. He comes in and takes the calamity and uses it
victoriously, working out his wonderful plan of love.

— Eric Liddell

The Disciplines of the Christian Life



We Prepare to Meet with God

Prelude God Moves in a Mysterious Way

God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;

He plants his footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm.

Deep in unfathomable mines

Of never-failing skill

He treasures up his bright designs,
And works his sovereign will.

Refrain:

God of mercy! God of grace!

Give us eyes to see!

Eyes to see your smiling face

Within the mystery, within the mystery.

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds ye so much dread

Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust him for his grace;

Behind a frowning providence

He hides a smiling face.

Refrain

His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;

The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flow’r.

Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan his work in vain.
God is his own interpreter,
And he will make it plain.

Refrain



God Calls Us

Trinitarian Confession and Salutation

Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19
All: Our help is in the name of the LoRob,
who made heaven and earth! Psalm 124:8
Minister: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Lord! 1 Timothy 1:2b
All: Amen.
Call to Worship Psalm 103:20-22
Minister:  Bless the LORD, O you his angels,
you mighty ones who do his word,
obeying the voice of his word!
All: Bless the LORD, all his hosts,
his ministers, who do his will!
Minister: Bless the LORD, all his works,
in all places of his dominion.
All: Bless the LorD, O my soul!
A Hymn 75 O Father, You Are Sovereign Trinity Hymnal

A Prayer of Petition and Adoration


https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/75
https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/75

God Cleanses Us

Call to Confession of Sin Psalm 103:2-5

Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits,
who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
who satisfies you with good
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison)

Holy Spirit of God,

descend upon our hearts and fill us with new life.
We are worn out by temptation,

confused by our own double-mindedness

and compromises with evil.

We confess that we settle for shallow roots.
We confess that we are like chaff
that swirls around wherever the wind blows.
We confess that we have forsaken the life of disciplined obedience.

Forgive us, we pray.
Transplant us beside your stream of living water,
for we ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen.



A Declaration of Forgiveness Psalm 103:8-13

The LorD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
He will not always chide,
nor will he keep his anger forever.
He does not deal with us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
As a father shows compassion to his children,
so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.

A The Doxology (#731) Trinity Hymnal

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.


https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/731
https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/731

God Consecrates Us

Prayer for Illlumination

Reading of Scripture John 15 (p. 901)
A Psalm 16 Trinity Psalter
Preaching of the Word Rev. David Boxerman

Sermon Text: 1 Peter 4:12—19 (p. 1016)
Surprised by Suffering? Don’t Be

> Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to
you. 3 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you
may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. " If you are
insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of
glory and of God rests upon you. ™ But let none of you suffer as a
murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. ' Yet if anyone
suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God
in that name. 7 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household
of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those
who do not obey the gospel of God? ® And

“If the righteous is scarcely saved,
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”

9 Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their
souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.

Prayer of Intercession

A Hymn 609 Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me?


https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/609
https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/609

God Communes with Us

A Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed p. 845, Trinity Hymnal

| believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

A The Gloria Patri (#735) Trinity Hymnal

Glory be to the Father,

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.


https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/735
https://hymnary.org/hymn/TH1990/735

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

Invitation and Supervision of the Table 1 Corinthians 11:23-29

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding with
the Lord’s Prayer in unison:

People: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution Matt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:17-20

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup



Hymn — During the bread Be Still, My Soul

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side;

Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
Leave to thy God to order and provide;

In ev’ry change he faithful will remain.

Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heav’nly Friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake

To guide the future as he has the past.

Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake;

All now mysterious shall be bright at last.

Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know
His voice who ruled them while he dwelt below.

Be still, my soul: when dearest friends depart,
And all is darkened in the vale of tears,

Then shalt thou better know his love, his heart,
Who comes to soothe thy sorrow and thy fears.
Be still, my soul: thy Jesus can repay

From his own fullness all he takes away.

Be still, my soul: the hour is hast’ning on

When we shall be forever with the Lord,

When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.

Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past,
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last.



Scripture Reading — During the cup 2 Corinthians 4:7-11, 16-18

We have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing
power belongs to God and not to us. We are afflicted in every
way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;
always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of
Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For we who live are
always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life
of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.

...S0 we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting
away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of
glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that
are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that
are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are
eternal.

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)

Now may your servant, Lord, You did for all prepare
according to your word, this Gift, so great, so rare,
depart in exultation. fulfilling prophets’ story;

My rest shall be serene, A Light to show the way
for now my eyes have seen to Gentiles gone astray,
your wonderful salvation. and unto Israel’s glory.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication



God Commissions and Blesses Us

The Collection of Alms and Tithes
Hymn  Whate’er My God Ordains is Right

Whate’er my God ordains is right: His holy will abideth;

I will be still whate’er He does, and follow where he guideth.
He is my God; though dark my road,

He holds me that | cannot fall,

And so to Him | leave it all, and so to Him | leave it all.

Whate’er my God ordains is right: He never will deceive me.
He leads me by the proper path; | know He will not leave me.
| take, content, what He has sent;

His hand can turn my griefs away,

And patiently | wait His day, and patiently | wait His day.

Whate’er my God ordains is right: though now this cup in drinking
May bitter seem to my faint heart, | take it all, unshrinking.

My God is true; each morn anew

Sweet comfort yet shall fill my heart;

And pain and sorrow shall depart, and pain and sorrow shall depart.

Whate’er my God ordains is right: here shall my stand be taken;
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine, yet am I not forsaken.
My Father’s care is round me there;

He holds me that | cannot fall,

And so to Him | leave it all, and so to Him | leave it all.

My Father’s care is round me there;
He holds me that I cannot fall,

And so to Him | leave it all, and so to Him I leave it all.

A The Benediction

A Congregation stands as able



Sermon Notes
1 Peter 4:12—19

Surprised by Suffering? Don’t Be
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Meeting Day/Time
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817.412.8625
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Welcome to Christ Church OPC

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love,
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ.

If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards
and place it in the collection plate. If you desire any additional
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our
community in the name of Christ!

About Our Church

Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant
Reformation, Christ Church is a congregation of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church (OPC). We are committed to the Bible as the Word
of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.

3410 Peters Colony Road e Flower Mound, Texas 75022 e 972-355-5892
www.ChristPresbyterian.org e email@ChristPresbyterian.org
Christ OPC on Twitter e Christ OPC on Instagram

Staff
Senior Pastor - Rev. John Canales
Chief Musician - Sharon Miller
Coordinator of Church Ministries - Mary Jo Canales

Elders: Rod Alexander (Emeritus), Adam Grimes, Scott Peterson
Deacons: Doug Boswell, Leng Ea, Brandon Luter, Rod Miller


http://www.christpresbyterian.org/
mailto:email@ChristPresbyterian.org

