Order for the Public Worship of God

I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you
the whole counsel of God. —Acts 20:27

10 January 2021

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent;
for here we meet with a holy God.
Before the service, speak to the Lord;
during the service, let the Lord speak to you;
after the service, speak to one another.

About Receiving Communion
All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in
Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace
of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the
meaning of the Gospel.
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they
have made a profession of faith and have been received as communing
members by the church to which their parents belong.
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s Supper
to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 1 Cor 10:16;
11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of conscience, you
are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is provided in the
center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are available for those
who cannot eat bread.
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Ref lection
There are no incurable cases under the gospel. Any sinner may be
healed if he will only come to Christ.
— J. C. Ryle
Man is most free when controlled by God alone.
— Augustine
The Bible … presupposes that only in so far as a man is free for God
can he be truly free from all those things which would prevent him
from being his best.
— J. C. P. Cockerton
Gospel liberty is a liberty from sin, not to sin.
— Thomas Hall
The truth makes us free from our spiritual enemies, free in the service
of God, free to the privileges of sons.
— Matthew Henry
Liberty means ability not to violate the law of God. Licence means
personal insistence on doing what I like.
— Oswald Chambers

We Prepare to Meet with God
Prelude

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Come, thou fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above;
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it,
Mount of God’s unchanging love.
Here I raise my Ebenezer;
Hither by thy help I’m come;
And I hope, by thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wand’ring from the fold of God:
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed his precious blood.
O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I’m constrained to be;
Let that grace now, like a fetter,
Bind my wand’ring heart to thee.
Prone to wander—Lord I feel it—
Prone to leave the God I love:
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for thy courts above.

God Calls Us
Trinitarian Confession and Salutation
Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19
All:
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth!
Psalm 124:8
Minister: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Lord!
1 Timothy 1:2b
All:
Amen.

Call to Worship

Psalm 107:1–2

Minister: Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!
All:
Let the redeemed of the LORD say so,
whom he has redeemed from trouble.

 Hymn 164

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of his grace.
My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad
The honors of thy name.
Jesus, the name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease;
‘tis music in the sinner’s ears,
‘tis life and health and peace.
He breaks the pow’r of reigning sin,
He sets the prisoner free;
His blood can make the foulest clean,
His blood availed for me.
He speaks and listening to his voice,
New life the dead receive;
The mournful, broken hearts rejoice;
The humble poor believe.
Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb,
Your loosened tongues employ;
Ye blind, behold your Savior come;
And leap, ye lame, for joy.

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration

God Cleanses Us
Call to Confession of Sin

Psalm 51:7, 17

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison)
Almighty God,
there is no one like you in heaven above
or on the earth below.
You keep promises like no one else can.
You listen to us without distraction.
You answer us with divine wisdom.
You brought us eternal salvation
when all seemed lost and hopeless.
We confess that our prayers fall short of what they should be.
We admit that our lives fall short of what they could be.
Yet you call us to repentance
and in you we find the abundance of life.
Forgive us, Lord, for our failures and lack of trust,
and grant us the precious gift of your loving grace.
In the name of Jesus our Savior we pray. Amen.

 Declaration of Forgiveness

Colossians 1:21–22

You, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds,
[Jesus] has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order
to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him.

 The Doxology (#731)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Trinity Hymnal

God Consecrates Us
Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture

Exodus 3:1–15

1

Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the
priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the
wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 And the angel
of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a
bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not
consumed. 3 And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight,
why the bush is not burned.” 4 When the Lord saw that he turned
aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!”
And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he said, “Do not come near; take
your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is
holy ground.” 6 And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid
his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
7

Then the Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people
who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their
taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to
deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up
out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk
and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites,
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 And now, behold, the
cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the
oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come, I will
send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of
Israel, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I
should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?”
12
He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you,
that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of
Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”
13

Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say
to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask
me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14 God said to
Moses, “I am who I am.” And he said, “Say this to the people of
Israel: ‘I am has sent me to you.’” 15 God also said to Moses, “Say this

to the people of Israel: ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to
you.’ This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered
throughout all generations. “

 Hymn 558

That Man is Blest Who, Fearing God

That man is blest who, fearing God,
from sin restrains his feet,
who will not stand with wicked men,
who shuns the scorners’ seat.
Yea, blest is he who makes God’s law
his portion and delight,
and meditates upon that law
with gladness day and night.
That man is nourished like a tree
set by the rivers’ side;
its leaf is green, its fruit is sure,
and thus his works abide.
The wicked like the driven chaff
Are swept from off the land;
They shall not gather with the just,
Nor in the judgment stand.
The Lord will guard the righteous well,
Their way to him is known;
The way of sinners, far from God,
Shall surely be o'erthrown.

Preaching of the Word
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So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me,
and you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.”
22
So the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, since he says, ‘Where I am
going, you cannot come’?” 23 He said to them, “You are from below; I
am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told
you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am
he you will die in your sins.” 25 So they said to him, “Who are you?”
Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been telling you from the
beginning. 26 I have much to say about you and much to judge, but he
who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard
from him.” 27 They did not understand that he had been speaking to
them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said to them, “When you have
lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and that I
do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught
me. 29 And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for I
always do the things that are pleasing to him.” 30 As he was saying
these things, many believed in him.
31

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my
word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and
the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are offspring
of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that
you say, ‘You will become free’?”
34

Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who
practices sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the
house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free,
you will be free indeed.”

Prayer of Intercession

 Hymn 554

From Depths of Woe I Raise to Thee

From depths of woe I raise to thee
The voice of lamentation;
Lord, turn a gracious ear to me
And hear my supplication:
If thou iniquities dost mark,
Our secret sins and misdeeds dark,
O who shall stand before thee?
To wash away the crimson stain,
Grace, grace alone availeth;
Our works, alas! are all in vain;
In much the best life faileth:
No man can glory in thy sight,
All must alike confess thy might,
And live alone by mercy.
Therefore my trust is in the Lord,
And not in mine own merit;
On him my soul shall rest, his Word
Upholds my fainting spirit:
His promised mercy is my fort,
My comfort and my sweet support;
I wait for it with patience.
What though I wait the livelong night,
And till the dawn appeareth,
My heart still trusteth in his might;
It doubteth not nor feareth:
Do thus, O ye of Israel’s seed,
Ye of the Spirit born indeed;
And wait till God appeareth.
Though great our sins and sore our woes
His grace much more aboundeth;
His helping love no limit knows,
Our utmost need it soundeth.
Our Shepherd good and true is he,
Who will at last his Israel free
From all their sin and sorrow.

God Communes with Us
 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed

p. 845, Trinity Hymnal

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

 The Gloria Patri (#735)
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

Trinity Hymnal

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation and Supervision of the Table

1 Corinthians 11:23–29

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding with
the Lord’s Prayer in unison:
People:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Hymn — During the bread

Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken

Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God;
He, whose word cannot be broken
formed thee for his own abode:
On the Rock of Ages founded,
what can shake thy sure repose?
with salvation’s wall surrounded,
thou may’st smile at all thy foes.
See, the streams of living waters,
springing from eternal love,
well supply thy sons and daughters,
and all fear of want remove:
Who can faint while such a river
ever flows their thirst t’assuage?
Grace which, like the Lord,
the giver, never fails from age to age.
Round each habitation hov’ring,
see the cloud and fire appear
for a glory and a cov’ring,
showing that the Lord is near:
Thus deriving from their banner light
by night and shade by day,
safe they feed upon the manna
which he gives them when they pray.
Savior, if of Zion’s city I,
through grace, a member am,
Let the world deride or pity,
I will glory in thy name:
Fading is the worldling’s pleasure,
all his boasted pomp and show;
Solid joys and lasting treasure
none but Zion’s children know.

Scripture Reading — During the cup

Romans 6:1–4

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace
may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin still live
in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we
too might walk in newness of life.

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)
Now may your servant, Lord,
according to your word,
depart in exultation.
My rest shall be serene,
for now my eyes have seen
your wonderful salvation.

You did for all prepare
this Gift, so great, so rare,
fulfilling prophets’ story;
A Light to show the way
to Gentiles gone astray,
and unto Israel’s glory.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

God Commissions and Blesses Us
The Collection of Alms and Tithes
Hymn 580

Lead On, O King Eternal

Lead on, O King eternal,
The day of march has come;
Henceforth in fields of conquest
Thy tents shall be our home:
Through days of preparation
Thy grace has made us strong,
And now, O King eternal,
We lift our battle song.
Lead on, O King eternal,
Till sin’s fierce war shall cease,
And Holiness shall whisper
The sweet amen of peace;
For not with swords loud clashing,
Nor roll of stirring drums,
But deeds of love and mercy,
The heav’nly kingdom comes.
Lead on, O King eternal,
We follow, not with fears;
For gladness breaks like morning
Where’er thy face appears;
Thy cross is lifted o’er us;
We journey in its light:
The crown awaits the conquest;
Lead on, O God of might.

 The Benediction
 Congregation stands as able
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Welcome to Christ Church OPC
We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love,
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ.
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards
and place it in the collection plate. If you desire any additional
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our
community in the name of Christ!
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