Order for the Public Worship of God

I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you
the whole counsel of God. —Acts 20:27

6 December 2020

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent;
for here we meet with a holy God.
Before the service, speak to the Lord;
during the service, let the Lord speak to you;
after the service, speak to one another.

About Receiving Communion
All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in
Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace
of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the
meaning of the Gospel.
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they
have made a profession of faith and have been received as communing
members by the church to which their parents belong.
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s Supper
to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 1 Cor 10:16;
11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of conscience, you
are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is provided in the
center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are available for those
who cannot eat bread.
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Ref lection
The creator of mankind was made man
so that the Ruler of the stars
would be nourished at the breast of a woman;
that the Bread of life might be hungry;
the Fountain of living water thirsty,
the Light of the world, sleeping;
the Way be wearied with the journey;
the Foundation be hung upon a tree;
Strength be made weak;
Health be wounded;
Life die.
— Augustine
On the mount of crucifixion,
Fountains opened deep and wide;
Through the floodgates of God’s mercy
Flowed a vast and gracious tide.
Grace and love, like mighty rivers,
Poured incessant from above.
And Heav’n’s peace and perfect justice
Kissed a guilty world in love.
— William Rees
Here is Love, Vast as the Ocean

It is obvious that Christians think the chief point of the story lies here.
They think the main thing He came to earth to do
was to suffer and be killed.
The central Christian belief is that Christ’s death
has somehow put us right with God and given us a fresh start.
We are told that Christ was killed for us,
that His death has washed out our sins,
and that by dying He disabled death itself.
That is the formula. That is Christianity.
That is what has to be believed.
— C. S. Lewis
Mere Christianity

We Prepare to Meet with God
Prelude
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,
Great David’s greater Son!
Hail, in the time appointed,
His reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression,
To set the captive free,
To take away transgression,
And rule in equity.
He comes with comfort speedy
To those who suffer wrong;
To help the poor and needy,
And bid the weak be strong;
To give them songs for sighing,
Their darkness turn to light,
Whose souls, condemned and dying,
Were precious in his sight,
He shall come down like showers
Upon the fruitful earth;
And love, joy, hope, like flowers,
Spring in his path to birth;
Before him on the mountains
Shall peace, the herald, go;
And righteousness, in fountains,
From hill to valley flow.
O’er ev’ry foe victorious,
He on his throne shall rest,
From age to age more glorious,
All-blessing and all-blessed;
The tide of time shall never
His covenant remove;
His Name shall stand for ever—
That Name to us is Love.

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed

God Calls Us
Trinitarian Confession and Salutation
Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19
All:
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth!
Psalm 124:8
Minister: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.
Jude 2
All:
Amen.

Call to Worship
Minister:
All:
Minister:
All:
Minister:
All:

 Hymn 208

Our souls magnify the Lord!
Our spirits rejoice in God our Savior!
The mighty One has done great things for us!
Holy is God’s name!
Let us worship God.
For his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.

O Come, All Ye Faithful

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant;
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
God of God, Light of Light,
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God, begotten, not created. (Refrain)
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above:
Glory to God in the highest! (Refrain)
Yea, Lord, we greet you born this happy morning:
Jesus, to thee be all glory given;
Word of the Father, late in flesh appearing. (Refrain)

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration

Luke 1:46–50

God Cleanses Us
Call to Confession of Sin

Ezekiel 18:30b–32

“Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your
ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have
committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why
will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of
anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.”

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison)
God of salvation, in Christ you have done great things—
our hearts are filled with joy.
By your power you lifted us out of the wasteland of sin
and brought us with joy and laughter into your kingdom.
Salvation is your gift to us.
But we confess that often we try to replace your gift
with our own efforts.
We try to complete what is already perfect;
we try to add to what is already full;
we try to earn what we already have.
Forgive us for our foolishness.
Help us to focus on your grace.
Help us to live grateful lives in return.
For Jesus’ sake alone. Amen.

 Declaration of Forgiveness

Psalm 85:8–13

Let me hear what God the LORD will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to folly.
Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
that glory may dwell in our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness meet;
righteousness and peace kiss each other.
Faithfulness springs up from the ground,
and righteousness looks down from the sky.
Yes, the LORD will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness will go before him
and make his footsteps a way.

 The Doxology (#731)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Trinity Hymnal

God Consecrates Us
Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture

Mark 15–16 (p. 852)

15:1

And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a
consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole council. And
they bound Jesus and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate.
2
And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he
answered him, “You have said so.” 3 And the chief priests accused
him of many things. 4 And Pilate again asked him, “Have you no
answer to make? See how many charges they bring against you.”
5
But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed.
6

Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for
whom they asked. 7 And among the rebels in prison, who had
committed murder in the insurrection, there was a man called
Barabbas. 8 And the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do as
he usually did for them. 9 And he answered them, saying, “Do you
want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 10 For he perceived
that it was out of envy that the chief priests had delivered him up.
11
But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release for
them Barabbas instead. 12 And Pilate again said to them, “Then what
shall I do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” 13 And they
cried out again, “Crucify him.” 14 And Pilate said to them, “Why? What
evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him.” 15 So
Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas, and
having scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.
16

And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the
governor’s headquarters), and they called together the whole
battalion. 17 And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting
together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. 18 And they began to
salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 And they were striking his
head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in homage
to him. 20 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the
purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. And they led him out to
crucify him.

21

And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming
in from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his
cross. 22 And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which
means Place of a Skull). 23 And they offered him wine mixed with
myrrh, but he did not take it. 24 And they crucified him and divided his
garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide what each
should take. 25 And it was the third hour when they crucified him.
26
And the inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of
the Jews.” 27 And with him they crucified two robbers, one on his
right and one on his left. 29 And those who passed by derided him,
wagging their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the
temple and rebuild it in three days, 30 save yourself, and come down
from the cross!” 31 So also the chief priests with the scribes mocked
him to one another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save
himself. 32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the
cross that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with
him also reviled him.
33

And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the
whole land until the ninth hour. 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried
with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35 And some of the
bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36 And
someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and
gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will
come to take him down.” 37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and
breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two,
from top to bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who stood facing
him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this
man was the Son of God!”
40

There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom
were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger
and of Joses, and Salome. 41 When he was in Galilee, they followed
him and ministered to him, and there were also many other women
who came up with him to Jerusalem.
42

And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation,
that is, the day before the Sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a
respected member of the council, who was also himself looking for
the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked for

the body of Jesus. 44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have
already died. And summoning the centurion, he asked him whether
he was already dead. 45 And when he learned from the centurion that
he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph. 46 And Joseph bought
a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen
shroud and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. And
he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 47 Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid.
16:1

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother
of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and
anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the
sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 And they were saying to one
another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of
the tomb?” 4 And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled
back—it was very large. 5 And entering the tomb, they saw a young
man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were
alarmed. 6 And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus
of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the
place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he
is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told
you.” 8 And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and
astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for
they were afraid.

 Hymn 211

God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen

God rest you merry, gentlemen,
Let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ our Savior
was born on Christmas day,
To save us all from Satan’s power
when we were gone astray.
O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.
From God our heav’nly Father,
a blessed angel came;
And unto certain shepherds
brought tidings of the same:
How that in Bethlehem was born
the Son of God by name. (Refrain)
“Fear not, then,” said the angel,
“let nothing you affright;
This day is born a Savior
of a pure virgin bright,
To free all those who trust in him
from Satan’s pow’r and might.” (Refrain)
The shepherds at those tidings,
rejoic-ed much in mind,
And left their flocks afeeding,
in tempest, storm, and wind:
And went to Bethlehem straightway,
the Son of God to find. (Refrain)

Preaching of the Word
Rev. John Canales
Sermon Text: Psalm 22 (p. 457) Why Christ Came
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My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from saving me,
from the words of my groaning?
O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer,
and by night, but I find no rest.
Yet you are holy,
enthroned on the praises of Israel.
In you our fathers trusted;
they trusted, and you delivered them.
To you they cried and were rescued;
in you they trusted and were not put to shame.
But I am a worm and not a man,
scorned by mankind and despised by the people.
All who see me mock me;
they make mouths at me; they wag their heads;
“He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him;
let him rescue him, for he delights in him!”
Yet you are he who took me from the womb;
you made me trust you at my mother’s breasts.
On you was I cast from my birth,
and from my mother’s womb you have been my God.
Be not far from me,
for trouble is near,
and there is none to help.
Many bulls encompass me;
strong bulls of Bashan surround me;
they open wide their mouths at me,
like a ravening and roaring lion.
I am poured out like water,
and all my bones are out of joint;
my heart is like wax;
it is melted within my breast;
my strength is dried up like a potsherd,
and my tongue sticks to my jaws;
you lay me in the dust of death.
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For dogs encompass me;
a company of evildoers encircles me;
they have pierced my hands and feet—
I can count all my bones—
they stare and gloat over me;
they divide my garments among them,
and for my clothing they cast lots.
But you, O Lord, do not be far off!
O you my help, come quickly to my aid!
Deliver my soul from the sword,
my precious life from the power of the dog!
Save me from the mouth of the lion!
You have rescued me from the horns of the wild oxen!
I will tell of your name to my brothers;
in the midst of the congregation I will praise you:
You who fear the Lord, praise him!
All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him,
and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!
For he has not despised or abhorred
the affliction of the afflicted,
and he has not hidden his face from him,
but has heard, when he cried to him.
From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
my vows I will perform before those who fear him.
The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied;
those who seek him shall praise the Lord!
May your hearts live forever!
All the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn to the Lord,
and all the families of the nations
shall worship before you.
For kingship belongs to the Lord,
and he rules over the nations.
All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,
even the one who could not keep himself alive.
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Posterity shall serve him;
it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation;
they shall come and proclaim his righteousness
to a people yet unborn,
that he has done it.

Prayer of Intercession
 Hymn 193
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly-minded,
For with blessing in his hand,
Christ our God to earth descend–eth,
Our full homage to demand.
King of kings, yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords, in human vesture,
In the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faith–ful,
His own self for heav’nly food.
Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way,
As the Light of light descendeth
From the realms of endless day,
That the powers of hell may van–ish
As the darkness clears away.
At his feet the six winged seraph,
Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence,
As with ceaseless voice they cry:
Alleluia, Allelu–ia
Alleluia, Lord Most High!

God Communes with Us
 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed

p. 845, Trinity Hymnal

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

 The Gloria Patri (#735)
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

Trinity Hymnal

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation and Supervision of the Table

1 Corinthians 11:23–29

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding with
the Lord’s Prayer in unison:
People:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Hymn — During the bread Thou Who Wast Rich beyond All Splendor
Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor,
All for love’s sake becamest poor;
Thrones for a manger didst surrender,
Sapphire-paved courts for stable floor.
Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor,
All for love’s sake becamest poor.
Thou who art God beyond all praising,
All for love’s sake becamest man;
Stooping so low, but sinners raising,
Heav’nward by thine eternal plan.
Thou who art God beyond all praising,
All for love’s sake becamest man.
Thou who art love beyond all telling,
Savior and King, we worship thee.
Emmanuel, within us dwelling,
Make us what thou would’st have us be.
Thou who art love beyond all telling,
Savior and King, we worship thee.

Scripture Reading — During the cup

Hebrews 9:11–15

But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that
have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not
made with hands, that is, not of this creation) he entered once
for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats
and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an
eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the
sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify
for the purification of the flesh, how much more will the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without
blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve
the living God.
Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those
who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance,
since a death has occurred that redeems them from the
transgressions committed under the first covenant.

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)
Now may your servant, Lord,
according to your word,
depart in exultation.
My rest shall be serene,
for now my eyes have seen
your wonderful salvation.

You did for all prepare
this Gift, so great, so rare,
fulfilling prophets’ story;
A Light to show the way
to Gentiles gone astray,
and unto Israel’s glory.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

God Commissions and Blesses Us
The Collection of Alms and Tithes
Hymn 207

Good Christian Men, Rejoice

Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice;
Give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;
Earth and heav’n before him bow, and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today! Christ is born today!
Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice;
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath opened heaven’s door, and man is blessed forevermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!
Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice;
Now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

 The Benediction
 Congregation stands as able

Sermon Notes
Psalm 22
Why Christ Came

Welcome to Christ Church OPC
We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love,
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ.
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards
and place it in the collection plate. If you desire any additional
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our
community in the name of Christ!
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Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant
Reformation, Christ Church is a congregation of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church (OPC). We are committed to the Bible as the Word
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