Order for the Public Worship of God

I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you
the whole counsel of God. —Acts 20:27

8 November 2020

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent;
for here we meet with a holy God.
Before the service, speak to the Lord;
during the service, let the Lord speak to you;
after the service, speak to one another.

About Receiving Communion
All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in
Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace
of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the
meaning of the Gospel.
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they
have made a profession of faith and have been received as communing
members by the church to which their parents belong.
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s Supper
to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 1 Cor 10:16;
11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of conscience, you
are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is provided in the
center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are available for those
who cannot eat bread.
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Ref lection
The key to the history of the world is the kingdom of God.
— D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones
The kingdom of God does not exist because of your effort or mine. It
exists because God reigns. Our part is to enter this kingdom and bring
our life under his sovereign will.
— T. Z. Koo
It’s hard to remember that Jesus did not come to make us safe, but
rather to make us disciples, citizens of God’s new age, a kingdom of
surprise.
— St. John of the Cross
It needs to be said loud and clear that in the kingdom of God there ain’t
no comfort zone and never will be.
— J. I. Packer
Christianity Today forum “We Can Overcome”
The kingdom of God has come into the world and the powers of the age
to come are operative even in the age that now is.
— Peter Lewis
The cost of food in the kingdom is hunger for the bread of heaven,
instead of the white bread of the world. Do you want it? Are you hungry?
Or are you satisfied with yourself and your television and your computer
and your job and your family?
— John Piper
in his sermon “The Present Power of a Future Possession”

We Prepare to Meet with God
Prelude

When All Thy Mercies
Tune: BELMONT

When all Thy mercies, O my God,
My rising soul surveys,
Transported with the view I’m lost
In wonder, love, and praise.
Unnumbered comforts to my soul
Thy tender care bestowed
Before my infant heart could know
From whom those comforts flowed
When worn with sickness, oft hast Thou,
With health renewed my face,
And when in sins and sorrows bowed,
Revived my soul with grace.
Through every period of my life
Thy goodness I’ll pursue,
And after death, in distant worlds,
The glorious theme renew.

God Calls Us
Trinitarian Confession and Salutation
Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19
All:
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth!
Psalm 124:8
Minister: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.
Jude 2
All:
Amen.

Call to Worship
Minister: Lift up your heads, O gates!
And be lifted up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
All:
Who is this King of glory?
Minister: The LORD, strong and mighty,
the LORD, mighty in battle!
All:
Lift up your heads, O gates!
And lift them up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
Minister: Who is this King of glory?
All:
The LORD of hosts,
he is the King of glory!

Psalm 24:7–10

 Hymn 235

All Glory, Laud, and Honor

All glory, laud, and honor
to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring!
Thou art the King of Israel,
thou David’s royal Son,
who in the Lord’s name cometh,
the King and Blessed One!
The people of the Hebrews
with palms before thee went;
Our praise and prayer and anthems
before thee we present:
To thee, before thy passion,
they sang their hymns of praise;
To thee, now high exalted,
our melody we raise.
Thou didst accept their praises;
accept the prayers we bring,
who in all good delightest,
thou good and gracious King.
All glory, laud, and honor
to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring!

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration

God Cleanses Us
Call to Confession of Sin

Psalm 32:1–5

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.
I acknowledged my sin to you,
and I did not cover my iniquity;
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison)
Eternal God,
we confess that often we have failed to be an obedient church:
we have not done your will;
we have broken your law;
we have rebelled against your love;
we have not loved our neighbors;
we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

 Declaration of Forgiveness

Psalm 130:3–4, 7–8

If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.
O Israel, hope in the LORD!
For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption.
And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.

 The Doxology (#731)

Trinity Hymnal

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

God Consecrates Us
Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture

Daniel 2:25–48

25

Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste and said
thus to him: “I have found among the exiles from Judah a man who
will make known to the king the interpretation.” 26 The king declared
to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make
known to me the dream that I have seen and its interpretation?”
27
Daniel answered the king and said, “No wise men, enchanters,
magicians, or astrologers can show to the king the mystery that the
king has asked, 28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries,
and he has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the
latter days. Your dream and the visions of your head as you lay in bed
are these: 29 To you, O king, as you lay in bed came thoughts of what
would be after this, and he who reveals mysteries made known to
you what is to be. 30 But as for me, this mystery has been revealed to
me, not because of any wisdom that I have more than all the living,
but in order that the interpretation may be made known to the king,
and that you may know the thoughts of your mind.
31

“You saw, O king, and behold, a great image. This image, mighty
and of exceeding brightness, stood before you, and its appearance

was frightening. 32 The head of this image was of fine gold, its chest
and arms of silver, its middle and thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron,
its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 34 As you looked, a stone was
cut out by no human hand, and it struck the image on its feet of iron
and clay, and broke them in pieces. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the
bronze, the silver, and the gold, all together were broken in pieces,
and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the
wind carried them away, so that not a trace of them could be found.
But the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and
filled the whole earth.
36

“This was the dream. Now we will tell the king its interpretation.
You, O king, the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has
given the kingdom, the power, and the might, and the glory, 38 and
into whose hand he has given, wherever they dwell, the children of
man, the beasts of the field, and the birds of the heavens, making
you rule over them all—you are the head of gold. 39 Another kingdom
inferior to you shall arise after you, and yet a third kingdom of
bronze, which shall rule over all the earth. 40 And there shall be a
fourth kingdom, strong as iron, because iron breaks to pieces and
shatters all things. And like iron that crushes, it shall break and crush
all these. 41 And as you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay
and partly of iron, it shall be a divided kingdom, but some of the
firmness of iron shall be in it, just as you saw iron mixed with the soft
clay. 42 And as the toes of the feet were partly iron and partly clay, so
the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly brittle. 43 As you saw
the iron mixed with soft clay, so they will mix with one another in
marriage, but they will not hold together, just as iron does not mix
with clay. 44 And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set
up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be
left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and
bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever, 45 just as you saw
that a stone was cut from a mountain by no human hand, and that it
broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold.
A great God has made known to the king what shall be after this. The
dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.”
37

46

Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face and paid homage to
Daniel, and commanded that an offering and incense be offered up
to him. 47 The king answered and said to Daniel, “Truly, your God is
God of gods and Lord of kings, and a revealer of mysteries, for you

have been able to reveal this mystery.” 48 Then the king gave Daniel
high honors and many great gifts, and made him ruler over the
whole province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men of
Babylon.
Matthew 13:44–52
44

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a
man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that
he has and buys that field.
45

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all
that he had and bought it.
47

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into
the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48 When it was full, men drew
it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but
threw away the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels
will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw
them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.
51

“Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.”
And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained
for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out
of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
52

 Hymn 444

444 O Zion, Haste, Your Mission High Fulfilling

O Zion, haste, your mission high fulfilling,
to tell to all the world that God is Light;
that he who made all nations is not willing
one soul should perish, lost in shades of night.
Publish glad tidings, tidings of peace;
tidings of Jesus, redemption and release.
Behold how many thousands still are lying,
bound in the darksome prison-house of sin,
with none to tell them of the Savior’s dying,
or of the life he died for them to win.
Publish glad tidings, tidings of peace;
tidings of Jesus, redemption and release.
Proclaim to every people, tongue, and nation
that God, in whom they live and move, is love:
tell how he stooped to save his lost creation,
and died on earth that man might live above.
Publish glad tidings, tidings of peace;
tidings of Jesus, redemption and release.
Give of your sons to bear the message glorious;
give of your wealth to speed them on their way;
pour out your soul for them in prayer victorious;
and all your spending Jesus will repay.
Publish glad tidings, tidings of peace;
Tidings of Jesus, redemption and release.

Preaching of the Word
Sermon Text: Acts 28:30–31
30

Rev. John Canales
The Successful Church

He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed
all who came to him, 31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching
about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.

Prayer of Intercession

 Hymn

Facing a Task Unfinished

Facing a task unfinished
That drives us to our knees;
A need that, undiminished
Rebukes our slothful ease.
We, who rejoice to know Thee,
Renew before Thy throne
The solemn pledge we owe Thee
To go and make Thee known.
Where other lords beside Thee
Hold their unhindered sway,
Where forces that defied Thee
Defy Thee still today.
With none to heed their crying
For life, and love, and light,
Unnumbered souls are dying
And pass into the night.
We go to all the world
With kingdom hope unfurled;
No other name has power to save
But Jesus Christ the Lord.
We bear the torch that flaming
Fell from the hands of those
Who gave their lives proclaiming
That Jesus died and rose.
Ours is the same commission;
The same glad message ours,
Fired by the same ambition
To Thee we yield our powers.
We go to all the world
With kingdom hope unfurled;
No other name has power to save
But Jesus Christ the Lord.
Continues…

O Father who sustained them,
O Spirit who inspired,
Savior, whose love constrained them
To toil with zeal untired.
From cowardice defend us,
From lethargy awake!
Forth on Thine errands send us
To labor for Thy sake.
We go to all the world
With kingdom hope unfurled;
No other name has power to save
But Jesus Christ the Lord.
We go to all the world
His kingdom hope unfurled;
No other name has power to save
But Jesus Christ the Lord.

God Communes with Us
 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed

p. 845, Trinity Hymnal

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

 The Gloria Patri (#735)
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

Trinity Hymnal

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation and Supervision of the Table

1 Corinthians 11:23–29

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding with
the Lord’s Prayer in unison:
People:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Hymn — During the bread

Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted

Stricken, smitten, and afflicted,
see him dying on the tree!
‘Tis the Christ by man rejected;
yes, my soul, ‘tis he, ‘tis he!
‘Tis the long-expected Prophet,
David’s son, yet David’s Lord;
by his Son God now has spoken:
‘Tis the true and faithful Word.
Tell me, ye who hear him groaning,
was there ever grief like his?
Friends thro’ fear his cause disowning,
foes insulting his distress;
many hands were raised to wound him,
none would interpose to save;
but the deepest stroke that pierced him
was the stroke that Justice gave.
Ye who think of sin but lightly
nor suppose the evil great
here may view its nature rightly,
here its guilt may estimate.
Mark the sacrifice appointed,
see who bears the awful load;
‘tis the Word, the Lord’s Anointed,
Son of Man and Son of God.
Here we have a firm foundation,
here the refuge of the lost;
Christ’s the Rock of our salvation,
his the name of which we boast.
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded,
sacrifice to cancel guilt!
None shall ever be confounded
who on him their hope have built.

Scripture Reading — During the cup

Daniel 7:13–14

“I saw in the night visions,
and behold, with the clouds of heaven
there came one like a son of man,
and he came to the Ancient of Days
and was presented before him.
And to him was given dominion
and glory and a kingdom,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him;
his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away,
and his kingdom one
that shall not be destroyed.”
Matthew 4:17
From that day Jesus began to proclaim the message: ‘Repent,
for the kingdom of Heaven is upon you.’ REB

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)
Now may your servant, Lord,
according to your word,
depart in exultation.
My rest shall be serene,
for now my eyes have seen
your wonderful salvation.

You did for all prepare
this Gift, so great, so rare,
fulfilling prophets’ story;
A Light to show the way
to Gentiles gone astray,
and unto Israel’s glory.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

God Commissions and Blesses Us
The Collection of Alms and Tithes
Hymn 263

Lift High the Cross

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,
till all the world adore his sacred name.
Come, brethren, follow where our Savior trod,
our King victorious, Christ, the Son of God.
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,
till all the world adore his sacred name.
Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
the hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine.
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,
till all the world adore his sacred name.
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
as thou hast promised, draw men unto thee.
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,
till all the world adore his sacred name.
Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,
till all the world adore his sacred name.
For thy blest cross which doth for us atone,
creation’s praises rise before thy throne.
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,
till all the world adore his sacred name.

 The Benediction
 Congregation stands as able

Sermon Notes
Acts 28:30–31
The Successful Church

Welcome to Christ Church OPC
We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love,
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ.
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards
and place it in the collection plate. If you desire any additional
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our
community in the name of Christ!

About Our Church
Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant
Reformation, Christ Church is a congregation of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church (OPC). We are committed to the Bible as the Word
of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.
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