Order for the Public Worship of God

I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you
the whole counsel of God. —Acts 20:27

4 October 2020

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent;
for here we meet with a holy God.
Before the service, speak to the Lord;
during the service, let the Lord speak to you;
after the service, speak to one another.

About Receiving Communion
All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in
Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace
of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the
meaning of the Gospel.
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they
have made a profession of faith and have been received as communing
members by the church to which their parents belong.
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s Supper
to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 1 Cor 10:16;
11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of conscience, you
are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is provided in the
center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are available for those
who cannot eat bread.
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Ref lection
When it comes to responding to Jesus, I find it’s important to
distinguish between reverence, religion, and relationship.
— Luis Palau
God creates out of nothing. Wonderful, you say. Yes, to be sure, but
he does what is still more wonderful: He makes saints out of
sinners.
— Søren Kierkegaard
Journals and Papers
God creates out of nothing. Therefore, until a man is nothing, God
can make nothing out of him.
— Martin Luther
Conversion is the individual equivalent of revolution.
— Henri J. M. Nouwen
The Wounded Healer
Faith is the principal work of the Holy Spirit … Prayer is the chief
exercise of faith.
— John Calvin
Institutes of the Christian Religion

We Prepare to Meet with God
Prelude
What love could remember what wrongs we have done;
Omniscient, all knowing, He counts not their sum.
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore;
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more.
Praise the Lord! His mercy is more.
Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn;
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more.
What patience would wait as we constantly roam;
What Father, so tender, is calling us home.
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor;
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more.
Praise the Lord! His mercy is more.
Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn;
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more.
What riches of kindness He lavished on us;
His blood was the payment, His life was the cost.
We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford.
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more.
Praise the Lord! His mercy is more.
Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn;
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more.
Praise the Lord! His mercy is more.
Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn;
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more.
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more.

God Calls Us
Trinitarian Confession and Salutation
Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19
All:
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth!
Psalm 124:8
Minister: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Lord!
1 Timothy 1:2b
All:
Amen.

Call to Worship
Minister: Praise the LORD!
Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty heavens!
All:
Praise him for his mighty deeds;
praise him according to his excellent greatness!
Minister: Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise him with lute and harp!
All:
Praise him with tambourine and dance;
praise him with strings and pipe!
Minister: Praise him with sounding cymbals;
praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
All:
Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD!

Psalm 150

 Hymn 6

O Come, My Soul, Bless Thou the Lord

O come, my soul, bless thou the Lord thy Maker,
and all within me bless his holy name;
Bless thou the Lord, forget not all his mercies,
His pard’ning grace and saving love proclaim.
Bless him forever, wondrous in might,
Bless him his servants that in his will delight.
Good is the Lord, and full of kind compassion,
Most slow to anger, plenteous in love;
Rich is his grace to all that humbly seek him,
Boundless and endless as the heav’ns above.
Bless him forever, wondrous in might,
Bless him his servants that in his will delight.
His love is like a father’s to his children,
Tender and kind to all who fear his name;
For well he knows our weakness and our frailty,
He knows that we are dust, he knows our frame.
Bless him forever, wondrous in might,
Bless him his servants that in his will delight.
We fade and die like flow’rs that grow in beauty,
Like tender grass that soon will disappear;
But evermore the love of God is changeless,
Still shown to those who look to him in fear.
Bless him forever, wondrous in might,
Bless him his servants that in his will delight.
High in the heav’ns his throne is fixed forever,
His kingdom rules o’er all from pole to pole;
Bless ye the Lord through all his wide dominion,
Bless his most holy name, O thou my soul.
Bless him forever, wondrous in might,
Bless him his servants that in his will delight.

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration

God Cleanses Us
Call to Confession of Sin

Proverbs 28:13

Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper,
but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy.

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison)
Dear God,
You are the King, you are the Lord,
you are the One who delivers us from the darkness.
You are our Maker and our Redeemer and our Comforter.
We give you praise.
You are all-wise and you know us inside and out.
We come to you now to open the doors of our hearts
and to let you into our hidden places of darkness and sin.
We confess that we have said and done things
that are against your will and that have hurt others.
Among other things, we have stepped on other people,
acted selfishly, and said hurtful things,
falling short of who you would have us be.
We also confess that we have often been too busy
to stop and listen to your voice.
We don’t act on the promise to rest in you.
Lord, we are sorry. Please forgive us,
not in our own merit, for we have none,
but resting wholly on the merit of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Through your Holy Spirit, fill us with your hope and peace.
Renew in us a spirit of obedience,
that we might live to glorify your name.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

 Declaration of Forgiveness

2 Corinthians 5:17–18

If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.

 The Doxology (#731)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Trinity Hymnal

God Consecrates Us
Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture

Luke 16:19–31

19

“There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen
and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate was laid a
poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who desired to be
fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even the
dogs came and licked his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried
by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was
buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and
saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side.
24

“And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I
am in anguish in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember
that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in
like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in
anguish. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm
has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you
may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.’
27

“And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s
house— 28 for I have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest
they also come into this place of torment.’ 29 But Abraham said, ‘They
have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 And he said,
‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead,
they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the
Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from
the dead.’”

 Hymn 156

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You

O Lord, how shall I meet you,
How welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you,
my hope, my heart’s delight!
Oh, kindle, Lord, Most Holy,
your lamp within my breast
to do in spirit lowly
all that may please you best.
Love caused your incarnation;
Love brought you down to me.
Your thirst for my salvation
procured my liberty.
O love beyond all telling,
that led you to embrace
in love, all love excelling,
our lost and fallen race!
Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted,
who sit in deepest gloom,
who mourn o’er joys departed
and tremble at your doom.
Despair not; he is near you,
yea, standing at the door,
who best can help and cheer you
and bids you weep no more.
Sin’s debt, that fearful burden,
let not your souls distress;
Your guilt the Lord will pardon
and cover by his grace.
He comes, for men procuring
the peace of sin forgiv’n,
For all God’s sons securing
their heritage in heav’n.

Preaching of the Word
Sermon Text: Acts 26

Rev. John Canales
How to Be Free and Full of Joy

1

So Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for
yourself.” Then Paul stretched out his hand and made his defense:
2

“I consider myself fortunate that it is before you, King Agrippa, I am
going to make my defense today against all the accusations of the
Jews, 3 especially because you are familiar with all the customs and
controversies of the Jews. Therefore I beg you to listen to me
patiently.
4

“My manner of life from my youth, spent from the beginning
among my own nation and in Jerusalem, is known by all the Jews.
5
They have known for a long time, if they are willing to testify, that
according to the strictest party of our religion I have lived as a
Pharisee. 6 And now I stand here on trial because of my hope in the
promise made by God to our fathers, 7 to which our twelve tribes
hope to attain, as they earnestly worship night and day. And for this
hope I am accused by Jews, O king! 8 Why is it thought incredible by
any of you that God raises the dead?
9

“I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things in opposing
the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 And I did so in Jerusalem. I not only
locked up many of the saints in prison after receiving authority from
the chief priests, but when they were put to death I cast my vote
against them. 11 And I punished them often in all the synagogues and
tried to make them blaspheme, and in raging fury against them I
persecuted them even to foreign cities.
12

“In this connection I journeyed to Damascus with the authority and
commission of the chief priests. 13 At midday, O king, I saw on the
way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, that shone around
me and those who journeyed with me. 14 And when we had all fallen
to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language,
‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick
against the goads.’ 15 And I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And the Lord
said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 16 But rise and stand
upon your feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to
appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in which you have
seen me and to those in which I will appear to you, 17 delivering you

from your people and from the Gentiles—to whom I am sending you
18
to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light
and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by
faith in me.’
19

“Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly
vision, 20 but declared first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem
and throughout all the region of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that
they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds in keeping
with their repentance. 21 For this reason the Jews seized me in the
temple and tried to kill me. 22 To this day I have had the help that
comes from God, and so I stand here testifying both to small and
great, saying nothing but what the prophets and Moses said would
come to pass: 23 that the Christ must suffer and that, by being the
first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light both to our
people and to the Gentiles.”
24

And as he was saying these things in his defense, Festus said with a
loud voice, “Paul, you are out of your mind; your great learning is
driving you out of your mind.” 25 But Paul said, “I am not out of my
mind, most excellent Festus, but I am speaking true and rational
words. 26 For the king knows about these things, and to him I speak
boldly. For I am persuaded that none of these things has escaped his
notice, for this has not been done in a corner. 27 King Agrippa, do you
believe the prophets? I know that you believe.” 28 And Agrippa said
to Paul, “In a short time would you persuade me to be a Christian?”
29
And Paul said, “Whether short or long, I would to God that not only
you but also all who hear me this day might become such as I am—
except for these chains.”
30

Then the king rose, and the governor and Bernice and those who
were sitting with them. 31 And when they had withdrawn, they said to
one another, “This man is doing nothing to deserve death or
imprisonment.” 32 And Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have
been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.”

Prayer of Intercession

 Hymn 485

O Thou That Hear’st When Sinners Cry

O thou that hear’st when sinners cry,
Though all my crimes before thee lie,
Behold them not with angry look,
But blot their mem’ry from thy book.
Create my nature pure within,
And form my soul averse to sin;
Let thy good Spirit ne’er depart,
Nor hide thy presence from my heart.
I cannot live without thy light,
Cast out and banished from thy sight;
Thy holy joys, my God restore,
And guard me, that I fall no more.
A broken heart, my God, my King,
Is all the sacrifice I bring;
The God of grace will ne’er despise
A broken heart for sacrifice.
My soul lies humbled in the dust,
And owns thy dreadful sentence just:
Look down, O Lord, with pitying eye,
And save the soul condemned to die.
Then I will teach the world thy ways;
Sinners shall learn thy sovereign grace;
I’ll lead them to my Savior’s blood,
And they shall praise a pard’ning God.

God Communes with Us
 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed

p. 845, Trinity Hymnal

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

 The Gloria Patri (#735)
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

Trinity Hymnal

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation and Supervision of the Table

1 Corinthians 11:23–29

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding with
the Lord’s Prayer in unison:
People:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Hymn — During the bread

Approach, My Soul, the Mercy Seat

Approach, my soul, the mercy seat
Where Jesus answers prayer;
There humbly fall before his feet,
For none can perish there.
Thy promise is my only plea;
With this I venture nigh:
Thou call-est burdened souls to thee,
And such, O Lord, am I.
Bowed down beneath a load of sin,
By Satan sorely pressed,
By war without and fears within,
I come to thee for rest.
Be thou my shield and hiding place,
That, sheltered near thy side,
I may my fierce accuser face,
And tell him thou hast died.
O wondrous love! to bleed and die,
To bear the cross and shame,
That guilty sinners, such as I
Might plead thy gracious name!
Scripture Reading — During the cup

Isaiah 55:6–7

“Seek the LORD while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)
Now may your servant, Lord,
according to your word,
depart in exultation.
My rest shall be serene,
for now my eyes have seen
your wonderful salvation.

You did for all prepare
this Gift, so great, so rare,
fulfilling prophets’ story;
A Light to show the way
to Gentiles gone astray,
and unto Israel’s glory.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

God Commissions and Blesses Us
The Collection of Alms and Tithes
Hymn 80

Lord, with Glowing Heart I’d Praise Thee

Lord, with glowing heart I’d praise thee
For the bliss thy love bestows,
For the pard’ning grace that saves me,
And the peace which from it flows.
Help, O God, my weak endeavor;
This dull soul to rapture raise:
Thou must light the flame, or never
Can my loved be warmed to praise.
Praise, my soul, the God that sought thee,
Wretched wand’rer far astray;
Found thee lost, and kindly brought thee
From the paths of death away.
Praise, with love’s devoutest feeling,
Him who saw thy guiltborn fear,
And, the light of hope revealing,
Bade the bloodstained cross appear.
Continues…

Praise thy Savior God that drew thee
To that cross, new life to give,
Held a blood-sealed pardon to thee,
Bade thee look to him and live.
Praise the grace whose threats alarmed thee,
Roused thee from thy fatal ease;
Praise the grace whose promise warmed thee,
Praise the grace that whispered peace.
Lord, this bosom’s ardent feeling
Vainly would my lips express:
Low before thy footstool kneeling,
Deign thy suppliant’s pray’r to bless.
Let thy love, my soul’s chief treasure,
Love’s pure flame within me raise;
And, since words can never measure,
Let my life show forth thy praise.

 The Benediction
 Congregation stands as able

Sermon Notes
Acts 26
How to Be Free and Full of Joy

Welcome to Christ Church OPC
We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love,
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ.
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards
and place it in the collection plate. If you desire any additional
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our
community in the name of Christ!

About Our Church
Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant
Reformation, Christ Church is a congregation of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church (OPC). We are committed to the Bible as the Word
of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.
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