Order for the Public Worship of God

I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you
the whole counsel of God. —Acts 20:27

23 August 2020

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent;
for here we meet with a holy God.
Before the service, speak to the Lord;
during the service, let the Lord speak to you;
after the service, speak to one another.

About Receiving Communion
All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in
Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace
of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the
meaning of the Gospel.
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they
have made a profession of faith and have been received as communing
members by the church to which their parents belong.
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s Supper
to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 1 Cor 10:16;
11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of conscience, you
are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is provided in the
center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are available for those
who cannot eat bread.

Ref lection
All beauty in the world is either a memory of Paradise or a prophecy of
the transfigured world.
— Nicholas Berdyaev
The Divine and the Human
Our Creator would never have made such lovely days, and have given us
the deep hearts to enjoy them, above and beyond all thought, unless we
were meant to be immortal.
— Nathaniel Hawthorne
The Old Manse
Death used to be an executioner, but the gospel has made him just a
gardener.
— George Herbert
th
17 -c. Anglican priest, poet and lyricist
If Christ is risen, nothing else matters. And if Christ is not risen — nothing
else matters.
— Jaroslav Pelikan
before dying
Just think: Every promise God has ever made finds its fulfillment in Jesus.
God doesn’t just give us grace; he gives us Jesus, the Lord of grace. If it’s
peace, it’s only found in Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Even life itself is found
in the Resurrection and the Life. Christianity isn’t all that complicated …
it’s Jesus.
— Joni Eareckson Tada
Lamp unto My Feet
The evidence for Jesus’ resurrection is so strong that nobody would
question it except for two things: First, it is a very unusual event. And
second, if you believe it happened, you have to change the way you live.
— Wolfhart Pannenberg
in a Prism magazine interview

We Prepare to Meet with God
Prelude

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us

How deep the Father’s love for us,
How vast beyond all measure,
That he should give His only Son
To make a wretch his treasure!
How great the pain of searing loss!
The Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the chosen One
Bring many sons to glory.
Behold the Man upon a cross,
My sin upon his shoulders!
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held him there
Until it was accomplished!
His dying breath has brought me life;
I know that it is finished.
I will not boast in anything:
No gifts, no power, no wisdom;
But I will boast in Jesus Christ,
His death and resurrection.
Why should his suffering be my gain?
I cannot give an answer,
But this I know with all my heart:
His wounds have paid my ransom!

God Calls Us
Trinitarian Confession and Salutation
Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19
All:
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth!
Psalm 124:8
Minister: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Lord!
1 Timothy 1:2b
All:
Amen.

Call to Worship
Minister: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever!
All:
Let Israel say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”
Minister: Let the house of Aaron say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”
All:
Let those who fear the LORD say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”

Psalm 118:1–4

 Hymn 295

Crown Him with Many Crowns

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne;
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own:
Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
And hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity.
Crown him the Lord of love; behold his hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified:
No angel in the sky can fully bear that sight,
But downward bends his burning eye at mysteries so bright.
Crown him the Lord of peace; whose pow’r a scepter sways
From pole to pole that wars may cease, absorbed in prayer and praise:
His reign shall know no end; and round his pierced feet
Fair flowers of paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet.
Crown him the Lord of years, the Potentate of time;
Creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime:
All hail, Redeemer, hail! for thou hast died for me:
Thy praise shall never, never fail throughout eternity.

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration

God Cleanses Us
Call to Confession of Sin

Psalm 66:16–20

Minister: Come and hear, all you who fear God,
and I will tell what he has done for my soul.
All:
I cried to him with my mouth,
and high praise was on my tongue.
Minister: If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,
the Lord would not have listened.
All:
But truly God has listened;
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
Minister: Blessed be God,
because he has not rejected my prayer
or removed his steadfast love from me!

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison)
Creator God,
we confess that we often hide the sins
that are so prevalent in our lives.
We are embarrassed by the fact
that we too easily give in
to the temptations that confront us.
Forgive us, Lord, for our failure to live up to your expectations.
Forgive us for failing to recognize that it is our sin
that separates us from you and from each other.
Forgive us for allowing the sin in our lives
to deceive us into thinking that we can ignore you
and the needs of those who suffer in our midst.
Forgive us, O Lord,
and grant us the strength and courage
to trust you to overcome our sinfulness.
Enable us to live in the light of your truth,
and in the warmth of your loving grace,
resting on the hope of the resurrection
and remembering the forgiveness that is ours
through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
In his name we pray. Amen.

 Declaration of Forgiveness

Psalm 103:8–13

The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
He will not always chide,
nor will he keep his anger forever.
He does not deal with us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
As a father shows compassion to his children,
so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.

 The Doxology (#731)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Trinity Hymnal

God Consecrates Us
Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture

John 11:1–44

1

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary
and her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with
ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus
was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love
is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to
death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be
glorified through it.”
5

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place
where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to
Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just
now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in
the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world.
10
But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is
not in him.” 11 After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples
said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now
Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant
taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has
died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you
may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said
to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
17

Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in
the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles
off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard
that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained
seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that
whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her,
“Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her,

“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though
he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me
shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into
the world.”
28

When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying
in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when
she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not
yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had
met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house,
consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her,
supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now
when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his
feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would
not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who
had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit
and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?”
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews
said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not
he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man
from dying?”
38

Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave,
and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time
there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said
to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory
of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes
and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that
you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing
around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said
these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.”
44
The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with
linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them,
“Unbind him, and let him go.”

 Hymn 283

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Tune: ODE TO JOY

Alleluia! Alleluia!
Hearts to heav’n and voices raise;
Sing to God a hymn of gladness,
Sing to God a hymn of praise.
He, who on the cross a victim
for the world’s salvation bled.
Jesus Christ, the King of glory,
now is risen from the dead.
Now the iron bars are broken,
Christ from death to life is born,
glorious life, and life immortal,
on the holy Easter morn.
Christ has triumphed, and we conquer
by His mighty enterprise;
we with Him to life eternal
by his resurrection rise.
Christ is risen! Christ the firstfruits
of the holy harvest field,
which will all its full abundance
at his second coming yield.
Then the golden ears of harvest
will their heads before Him wave,
ripened by His glorious sunshine
from the furrows of the grave.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Glory be to God on high!
Alleluia! to the Savior
who has gained the victory!
Alleluia! to the Spirit,
fount of love and sanctity!
Alleluia, alleluia
to the Triune Majesty.

Preaching of the Word
Sermon Text: Acts 24

Rev. John Canales
The Hope of the Resurrection

1

And after five days the high priest Ananias came down with some
elders and a spokesman, one Tertullus. They laid before the governor
their case against Paul. 2 And when he had been summoned, Tertullus
began to accuse him, saying:
“Since through you we enjoy much peace, and since by your
foresight, most excellent Felix, reforms are being made for this
nation, 3 in every way and everywhere we accept this with all
gratitude. 4 But, to detain you no further, I beg you in your kindness
to hear us briefly. 5 For we have found this man a plague, one who
stirs up riots among all the Jews throughout the world and is a
ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. 6 He even tried to profane
the temple, but we seized him. 8 By examining him yourself you will
be able to find out from him about everything of which we accuse
him.”
9

The Jews also joined in the charge, affirming that all these things
were so.
10

And when the governor had nodded to him to speak, Paul replied:
“Knowing that for many years you have been a judge over this
nation, I cheerfully make my defense. 11 You can verify that it is not
more than twelve days since I went up to worship in Jerusalem, 12 and
they did not find me disputing with anyone or stirring up a crowd,
either in the temple or in the synagogues or in the city. 13 Neither can
they prove to you what they now bring up against me. 14 But this I
confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, I
worship the God of our fathers, believing everything laid down by
the Law and written in the Prophets, 15 having a hope in God, which
these men themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of
both the just and the unjust. 16 So I always take pains to have a clear
conscience toward both God and man. 17 Now after several years I
came to bring alms to my nation and to present offerings. 18 While I
was doing this, they found me purified in the temple, without any
crowd or tumult. But some Jews from Asia— 19 they ought to be here
before you and to make an accusation, should they have anything
against me. 20 Or else let these men themselves say what
wrongdoing they found when I stood before the council, 21 other

than this one thing that I cried out while standing among them: ‘It is
with respect to the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before
you this day.’”
22

But Felix, having a rather accurate knowledge of the Way, put
them off, saying, “When Lysias the tribune comes down, I will decide
your case.” 23 Then he gave orders to the centurion that he should be
kept in custody but have some liberty, and that none of his friends
should be prevented from attending to his needs.
24

After some days Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish,
and he sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ Jesus.
25
And as he reasoned about righteousness and self-control and the
coming judgment, Felix was alarmed and said, “Go away for the
present. When I get an opportunity I will summon you.” 26 At the
same time he hoped that money would be given him by Paul. So he
sent for him often and conversed with him. 27 When two years had
elapsed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus. And desiring to do
the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul in prison.

Prayer of Intercession

 Hymn 281

I Know That My Redeemer Lives–Glory, Hallelujah!

I know that my Redeemer lives–glory, hallelujah!
What comfort this sweet sentence gives–glory, hallelujah!
Shout on, pray on, we’re gaining ground–glory, hallelujah!
The dead’s alive and lost is found–glory, hallelujah!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead–glory, hallelujah!
He lives, my everlasting Head–glory, hallelujah!
Shout on, pray on, we’re gaining ground–glory, hallelujah!
The dead’s alive and lost is found–glory, hallelujah!
He lives to bless me with his love–glory, hallelujah!
He lives to plead for me above–glory, hallelujah!
Shout on, pray on, we’re gaining ground–glory, hallelujah!
The dead’s alive and lost is found–glory, hallelujah!
He lives all glory to his name! –glory, hallelujah!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same–glory, hallelujah!
Shout on, pray on, we’re gaining ground–glory, hallelujah!
The dead’s alive and lost is found–glory, hallelujah!

God Communes with Us
 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed

p. 845, Trinity Hymnal

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

 The Gloria Patri (#735)
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

Trinity Hymnal

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation and Supervision of the Table

1 Corinthians 11:23–29

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding with
the Lord’s Prayer in unison:
People:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Hymn — During the bread
Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands
Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands,
For our offenses given;
But now at God’s right hand he stands
And brings us life from heaven;
Therefore, let us joyful be
And sing to God right thankfully
Loud songs of hallelujah.
Hallelujah!
Here the true Paschal Lamb we see,
Whom God so freely gave us;
He died on the accursed tree
(so strong his love!) to save us.
See, his blood doth mark our door;
Faith points to it, death passes o’er,
And Satan cannot harm us.
Hallelujah!
So let us keep the festival
Whereto the Lord invites us;
Christ is himself the joy of all,
The sun that warms and lights us.
By his grace he doth impart
Eternal sunshine to the heart;
The night of sin is ended.
Hallelujah!

Scripture Reading — During the cup

John 14:1–6

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also
in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so,
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And
you know the way to where I am going.”
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?”
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)
Now may your servant, Lord,
according to your word,
depart in exultation.
My rest shall be serene,
for now my eyes have seen
your wonderful salvation.

You did for all prepare
this Gift, so great, so rare,
fulfilling prophets’ story;
A Light to show the way
to Gentiles gone astray,
and unto Israel’s glory.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

God Commissions and Blesses Us
The Collection of Alms and Tithes
Hymn 274

Thine Be the Glory

Thine be the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son;
endlesss is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won;
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave clothes, where thy body lay.
Thine be the glory, risen conqu’ring Son;
endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won.
Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
let the church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing,
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting.
Thine be the glory, risen conqu’ring Son;
endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won.
No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life;
life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife;
make us more than conqu’rors, thro’ thy deathless love:
bring us safe thro’ Jordan to thy home above.
Thine be the glory, risen conqu’ring Son;
endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won.

 The Benediction
 Congregation stands as able

Sermon Notes
Acts 24
The Hope of the Resurrection

OPC FOREIGN MISSIONS
The foreign missions work of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church is part of the Church’s total Worldwide Outreach
program. Realizing that God upholds, directs, and disposes all things by
his most wise and holy providence, we are committed to pursue the
opportunities he presents to us to further the proclamation of the
gospel to the nations, always bearing in mind that ultimately he is the
one who provides the clear and focused opportunity, the necessary
personnel, and the required support.
The objectives for the work on each of our eight active mission fields—
China, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Haiti, Quebec, Uganda, Ukraine, and Uruguay—
are the same:









That the gospel of sovereign redemption through the
substitutionary work of Christ be proclaimed in all its fullness in
all the world, not only being expressed by word but also being
accompanied by the deeds of love to God and man which must
flow from it.
That the unbelieving be warned of eternal punishment and by
God's grace understand the gospel, believe it, and live redeemed
lives.
That indigenous Reformed churches be established which will
provide fellowship and instruction, and make the gospel known
in its own culture and in others.
That above all the one true and living God shall be praised and
worshipped.
That these objectives be sought only by means that are in accord
with the Scriptures, both means and end thereby producing the
overall objective, the glory of God.

Packets of missionary cards are available on the book shelves in the
foyer. Feel free to pick up one to assist you as we continue to carry the
needs of our missionaries to the throne of grace.
You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for
the blessing granted us through the prayers of many. (2 Cor. 1:11)

Welcome to Christ Church OPC
We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love,
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ.
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards
and place it in the collection plate. If you desire any additional
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our
community in the name of Christ!

About Our Church
Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant
Reformation, Christ Church is a congregation of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church (OPC). We are committed to the Bible as the Word
of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.

3410 Peters Colony Road ● Flower Mound, Texas 75022 ● 972-355-5892
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