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About Receiving Communion 

 

All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in 
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are 
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in 
Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace 
of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the 
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the 
meaning of the Gospel. 
 
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they 
have made a profession of faith and have been received as communing 
members by the church to which their parents belong. 
 
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s Supper 
to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 1 Cor 10:16; 
11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of conscience, you 
are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is provided in the 
center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are available for those 
who cannot eat bread.  

 

 
 

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; 
for here we meet with a holy God. 

 

Before the service, speak to the Lord; 
during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service, speak to one another. 
 



Ref lection 
 

Hope prevents us from clinging to what we have and frees us to move 
away from the safe place and enter unknown and fearful territory. 

— Henri J. M. Nouwen 
The Wounded Healer 

A ship in harbor is safe, but that is not what ships are built for. 
— John A. Shedd 
Salt from My Attic 

It is the most natural thing in the world to be scared, and the clearest 
evidence that God’s grace is at work in our hearts is when we do not get 
into panics … The remarkable thing about fearing God is that when you 
fear God you fear nothing else, whereas if you do not fear God you fear 
everything else. 

— Oswald Chambers 

You never test the resources of God until you attempt the impossible. 
— F. B. Meyer 

We ourselves know by experience that there is no place for comfort like 
the cross. It is a tree stripped of all foliage, and apparently dead; yet we 
sit under its shadow with great delight, and its fruit is sweet unto our 
taste. 

— Charles Haddon Spurgeon 

 



We Prepare to Meet with God 
 

Prelude    Children of the Heavenly Father 
 

Children of the heav’nly Father 
Safely in his bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
Such a refuge e’er was given. 
 
God his own doth tend and nourish; 
In his holy courts they flourish; 
From all evil things he spares them; 
In his mighty arms he bears them. 
 
Neither life nor death shall ever 
From the Lord his children sever; 
Unto them his grace he showeth, 
And their sorrows all he knoweth. 
 
Praise the Lord in joyful numbers: 
Your Protector never slumbers. 
At the will of your Defender 
Ev’ry foeman must surrender. 
 
Though he giveth or he taketh, 
God his children ne’er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely 
To preserve them pure and holy. 
 
More secure is no one ever 
Than the loved ones of the Savior; 
Not yon star on high abiding 
Nor the bird in home-nest building. 

 



God Calls Us 
  

Trinitarian Confession and Salutation 
 

Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,  
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19 
All: Our help is in the name of the LORD,  
 who made heaven and earth! Psalm 124:8 

Minister: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.  Jude 2 
All: Amen. 

 

Call to Worship Psalm 116:12–14, 19b 
 

Minister: What shall I render to the LORD  
for all his benefits to me? 

All: I will lift up the cup of salvation  
and call on the name of the LORD, 

Minister: I will pay my vows to the LORD  
in the presence of all his people. 

All: Praise the LORD! 
 

 Psalm 100   
 

All people that on earth do dwell,  
Sing to the LORD with cheerful voice.  
Him serve with mirth; his praise forthtell; 
Come ye before him and rejoice.  
 

Know that the LORD is God indeed;  
Without our aid he did us make.  
We are his folk; he doth us feed, 
And for his sheep he doth us take. 
 

O enter then his gates with praise;  
Within his courts your thanks proclaim; 
With grateful hearts your voices raise 
To bless and magnify his name.  

Continues… 



Because the LORD our God is good,  
His mercy is forever sure;  
His truth at all times firmly stood 
And shall from age to age endure. 

 

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration 
 

God Cleanses Us 
 

Call to Confession of Sin Romans 5:8; Hebrews 4:16 
 

God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. 
 
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison) 

 

Holy God,  
You are the anchor amidst our fears.  

You know the sins we cannot even admit to ourselves.  
You show your faithfulness even when we reject you.  

You offer grace even when we offer judgement. 
 
Forgive us, O Lord.  
 

Help us overcome our fears.  
Help us face all our sins.  

Help us to be faithful.  
Help us to be full of grace.  

Remind us that we are a people whom you have redeemed,  
not a people still imprisoned by our sins.  

And help us to live as people full of hope in Jesus Christ,  
shaped by your forgiving love.  

We humbly ask through the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 



 Declaration of Forgiveness            Luke 7:48–50 
 

[Jesus] said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” Then those who were at 
table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who 
even forgives sins?” And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved 
you; go in peace.” 

 

 The Doxology  (#731) Trinity Hymnal 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host: 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 



God Consecrates Us 
 
 Prayer for Illumination 
 

 Reading of Scripture Daniel 3 
 

1 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was 
sixty cubits and its breadth six cubits. He set it up on the plain of 
Dura, in the province of Babylon. 2 Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent 
to gather the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the 
counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the 
officials of the provinces to come to the dedication of the image that 
King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3 Then the satraps, the prefects, 
and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the 
magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces gathered for the 
dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And 
they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4 And 
the herald proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, O peoples, 
nations, and languages, 5 that when you hear the sound of the horn, 
pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, you are to 
fall down and worship the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar 
has set up. 6 And whoever does not fall down and worship shall 
immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace.” 7 Therefore, as 
soon as all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, 
trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, all the peoples, 
nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the golden image 
that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
 
8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and 
maliciously accused the Jews. 9 They declared to King 
Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10 You, O king, have made a 
decree, that every man who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, 
trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, shall fall down and 
worship the golden image. 11 And whoever does not fall down and 
worship shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. 12 There are certain 
Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province of 
Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O king, pay 
no attention to you; they do not serve your gods or worship the 
golden image that you have set up.” 
 



13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego be brought. So they brought these men 
before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is it 
true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my 
gods or worship the golden image that I have set up? 15 Now if you 
are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, 
harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and worship the 
image that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, 
you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is 
the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” 
 
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, 
“O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 
17 If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 
18 But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your 
gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” 
 
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of 
his face was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He 
ordered the furnace heated seven times more than it was usually 
heated. 20 And he ordered some of the mighty men of his army to 
bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the 
burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these men were bound in their cloaks, 
their tunics, their hats, and their other garments, and they were 
thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 22 Because the king’s order 
was urgent and the furnace overheated, the flame of the fire killed 
those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23 And 
these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into 
the burning fiery furnace. 
 
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. 
He declared to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound 
into the fire?” They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.” 
25 He answered and said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the 
midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the 
fourth is like a son of the gods.” 
 
26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery 
furnace; he declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants 
of the Most High God, come out, and come here!” Then Shadrach, 



Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27 And the satraps, 
the prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered 
together and saw that the fire had not had any power over the 
bodies of those men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their 
cloaks were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon them. 
28 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, “Blessed be the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and 
delivered his servants, who trusted in him, and set aside the king’s 
command, and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship 
any god except their own God. 29 Therefore I make a decree: Any 
people, nation, or language that speaks anything against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and 
their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other god who is able to 
rescue in this way.” 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 

 

 Hymn 95 Though Troubles Assail Us 
 

Though troubles assail us, and dangers affright, 
Though friends should all fail us, and foes all unite, 
Yet one thing secures us, whatever betide, 
The promise assures us, “The Lord will provide.” 
 
The birds, without garner or storehouse, are fed; 
From them let us learn to trust God for our bread: 
His saints what is fitting shall ne’er be denied 
So long as ‘tis written, “The Lord will provide.” 
 
When Satan assails us to stop up our path, 
And courage all fails us, we triumph by faith. 
He cannot take from us, though oft he has tried, 
This heart-cheering promise, “The Lord will provide.” 
 
No strength of our own, and no goodness we claim; 
Yet, since we have known of the Saviour’s great name, 
In this our strong tower for safety we hide: 
The Lord is our power, “The Lord will provide.” 

 



Preaching of the Word Rev. John Canales 
 Sermon Text: Acts 22:22–23:35 Christ the Lord of Circumstances 
 

22 Up to this word they listened to him. Then they raised their voices 
and said, “Away with such a fellow from the earth! For he should not 
be allowed to live.” 23 And as they were shouting and throwing off 
their cloaks and flinging dust into the air, 24 the tribune ordered him 
to be brought into the barracks, saying that he should be examined 
by flogging, to find out why they were shouting against him like this. 
25 But when they had stretched him out for the whips, Paul said to 
the centurion who was standing by, “Is it lawful for you to flog a man 
who is a Roman citizen and uncondemned?” 26 When the centurion 
heard this, he went to the tribune and said to him, “What are you 
about to do? For this man is a Roman citizen.” 27 So the tribune came 
and said to him, “Tell me, are you a Roman citizen?” And he said, 
“Yes.” 28 The tribune answered, “I bought this citizenship for a large 
sum.” Paul said, “But I am a citizen by birth.” 29 So those who were 
about to examine him withdrew from him immediately, and the 
tribune also was afraid, for he realized that Paul was a Roman citizen 
and that he had bound him. 
 
30 But on the next day, desiring to know the real reason why he was 
being accused by the Jews, he unbound him and commanded the 
chief priests and all the council to meet, and he brought Paul down 
and set him before them. 
 
23:1 And looking intently at the council, Paul said, “Brothers, I have 
lived my life before God in all good conscience up to this day.” 2 And 
the high priest Ananias commanded those who stood by him to 
strike him on the mouth. 3 Then Paul said to him, “God is going to 
strike you, you whitewashed wall! Are you sitting to judge me 
according to the law, and yet contrary to the law you order me to be 
struck?” 4 Those who stood by said, “Would you revile God’s high 
priest?” 5 And Paul said, “I did not know, brothers, that he was the 
high priest, for it is written, ‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your 
people.’” 
 
6 Now when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the 
other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Brothers, I am a 
Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is with respect to the hope and the 
resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.” 7 And when he had said 



this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, 
and the assembly was divided. 8 For the Sadducees say that there is 
no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge 
them all. 9 Then a great clamor arose, and some of the scribes of the 
Pharisees’ party stood up and contended sharply, “We find nothing 
wrong in this man. What if a spirit or an angel spoke to him?” 10 And 
when the dissension became violent, the tribune, afraid that Paul 
would be torn to pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to go 
down and take him away from among them by force and bring him 
into the barracks. 
 
11 The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, 
for as you have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you 
must testify also in Rome.” 
 
12 When it was day, the Jews made a plot and bound themselves by 
an oath neither to eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. 13 There were 
more than forty who made this conspiracy. 14 They went to the chief 
priests and elders and said, “We have strictly bound ourselves by an 
oath to taste no food till we have killed Paul. 15 Now therefore you, 
along with the council, give notice to the tribune to bring him down 
to you, as though you were going to determine his case more 
exactly. And we are ready to kill him before he comes near.” 
 
16 Now the son of Paul’s sister heard of their ambush, so he went and 
entered the barracks and told Paul. 17 Paul called one of the 
centurions and said, “Take this young man to the tribune, for he has 
something to tell him.” 18 So he took him and brought him to the 
tribune and said, “Paul the prisoner called me and asked me to bring 
this young man to you, as he has something to say to you.” 19 The 
tribune took him by the hand, and going aside asked him privately, 
“What is it that you have to tell me?” 20 And he said, “The Jews have 
agreed to ask you to bring Paul down to the council tomorrow, as 
though they were going to inquire somewhat more closely about 
him. 21 But do not be persuaded by them, for more than forty of their 
men are lying in ambush for him, who have bound themselves by an 
oath neither to eat nor drink till they have killed him. And now they 
are ready, waiting for your consent.” 22 So the tribune dismissed the 
young man, charging him, “Tell no one that you have informed me of 
these things.” 
 



23 Then he called two of the centurions and said, “Get ready two 
hundred soldiers, with seventy horsemen and two hundred 
spearmen to go as far as Caesarea at the third hour of the night. 
24 Also provide mounts for Paul to ride and bring him safely to Felix 
the governor.” 25 And he wrote a letter to this effect: 
26 “Claudius Lysias, to his Excellency the governor Felix, greetings. 
27 This man was seized by the Jews and was about to be killed by 
them when I came upon them with the soldiers and rescued him, 
having learned that he was a Roman citizen. 28 And desiring to know 
the charge for which they were accusing him, I brought him down to 
their council. 29 I found that he was being accused about questions of 
their law, but charged with nothing deserving death or 
imprisonment. 30 And when it was disclosed to me that there would 
be a plot against the man, I sent him to you at once, ordering his 
accusers also to state before you what they have against him.” 
31 So the soldiers, according to their instructions, took Paul and 
brought him by night to Antipatris. 32 And on the next day they 
returned to the barracks, letting the horsemen go on with him. 
33 When they had come to Caesarea and delivered the letter to the 
governor, they presented Paul also before him. 34 On reading the 
letter, he asked what province he was from. And when he learned 
that he was from Cilicia, 35 he said, “I will give you a hearing when 
your accusers arrive.” And he commanded him to be guarded in 
Herod’s praetorium. 
 

 



Prayer of Intercession 
 

 Hymn 628 Come, My Soul, Thy Suit Prepare 
 

Come, my soul, thy suit prepare: 
Jesus loves to answer pray’r; 
He himself has bid thee pray, 
Therefore will not say thee nay. 
Therefore will not say thee nay. 
 

Thou art coming to a King, 
Large petitions with thee bring; 
For his grace and pow’r are such, 
None can ever ask too much. 
None can ever ask too much. 
 

With my burden I begin: 
Lord, remove this load of sin; 
Let thy blood, for sinners spilt, 
Set my conscience free from guilt. 
Set my conscience free from guilt. 
 

Lord, I come to thee for rest, 
Take possession of my breast; 
There thy blood-bought right maintain, 
And without a rival reign. 
And without a rival reign. 
 

While I am a pilgrim here, 
Let thy love my spirit cheer; 
As my Guide, my Guard, my Friend, 
Lead me to my journey’s end. 
Lead me to my journey’s end. 
 

Show me what I have to do, 
Ev’ry hour my strength renew: 
Let me live a life of faith, 
Let me die thy people’s death. 
Let me die thy people’s death. 



God Communes with Us 
 
 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed  p. 845, Trinity Hymnal 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 The Gloria Patri  (#735) Trinity Hymnal 
 

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen. 

 



The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 

Invitation and Supervision of the Table 1 Corinthians 11:23–29 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding with 
the Lord’s Prayer in unison: 
 
People: Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Words of Institution  Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20 

 
Distribution of the Bread and the Cup 

 



Hymn — During the bread Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 
 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee; 
Let the water and blood 
From thy riven side which flowed 
Be of sin the double cure: 
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 
 
Not the labors of my hands 
Can fulfill thy law’s demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone: 
Thou must save, and thou alone. 
 
Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to thy cross I cling; 
Naked, come to thee for dress; 
Helpless, look to thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the Fountain fly; 
Wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 
While I draw this fleeting breath, 
When my eyelids close in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See thee on thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee. 
 



Scripture Reading — During the cup Matthew 9:2 
 

“Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” 
 

Matthew 9:22 
“Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” 
 

Matthew 14:27 
“Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”  
 

John 16:33 
“Take heart; I have overcome the world.” 
 

 
Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) 
 

Now may your servant, Lord,  You did for all prepare 
 according to your word, this Gift, so great, so rare, 

 depart in exultation. fulfilling prophets’ story; 
My rest shall be serene,  A Light to show the way 

  for now my eyes have seen to Gentiles gone astray, 
 your wonderful salvation.  and unto Israel’s glory. 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
 



God Commissions and Blesses Us 
 

The Collection of Alms and Tithes 
 

Hymn 693 Blessed Assurance 
 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 
 
Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels descending, bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 
 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 
 
Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Savior am happy and blest; 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 
 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

 The Benediction 

 
 Congregation stands as able 

 



Sermon Notes 
Acts 22:22–23:35 

Christ the Lord of Circumstances  





Welcome to Christ Church OPC 
 

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our 
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love, 
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards 
and place it in the collection plate.  If you desire any additional 
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of 
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our 
community in the name of Christ! 

 

About Our Church 
 

Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant 
Reformation, Christ Church is a congregation of the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church (OPC). We are committed to the Bible as the Word 
of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.  
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