Order for the Public Worship of God

I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you
the whole counsel of God. —Acts 20:27

2 August 2020

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent;
for here we meet with a holy God.
Before the service, speak to the Lord;
during the service, let the Lord speak to you;
after the service, speak to one another.

About Receiving Communion
All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in
Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace
of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the
meaning of the Gospel.
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they
have made a profession of faith and have been received as communing
members by the church to which their parents belong.
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s Supper
to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 1 Cor 10:16;
11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of conscience, you
are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is provided in the
center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are available for those
who cannot eat bread.

Ref lection
O Lord my God,
give me understanding to know you,
diligence to seek you,
wisdom to find you,
and a faithfulness that may finally embrace you.
— Thomas Aquinas
The Lord rewards faithfulness above fruitfulness, which puts us all on the
same footing, whether famous for our effectiveness or unknown in our
faithfulness.
— John Piper
Retired pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis
Be content with doing with calmness the little which depends on
yourself, and let all else be to you as if it were not.
— François Fénelon

We Prepare to Meet with God
Prelude
None other Lamb, none other name,
None other hope in heav’n or earth or sea,
None other hiding place from guilt and shame,
None beside thee!
My faith burns low, my hope burns low;
Only my heart’s desire cries out in me
By the deep thunder of its want and woe,
Cries out to thee.
Lord, thou art Life, though I be dead;
Love’s fire though art, however cold I be:
Nor heav’n have I, nor place to lay my head,
Nor home, but thee.

None Other Lamb

God Calls Us
Trinitarian Confession and Salutation
Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19
All:
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth!
Psalm 124:8
Minister: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.
Jude 2
All:
Amen.

Call to Worship
Minister: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!
All:
Serve the LORD with gladness!
Come into his presence with singing!
Minister: Know that the LORD, he is God!
All:
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Minister: Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!
All:
For the LORD is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.

Psalm 100

 Hymn 65

Before Jehovah’s Awesome Throne

Before Jehovah’s awesome throne,
All nations, bow with sacred joy;
Know that the Lord is God alone,
He can create, and he destroy—
He can create, and he destroy.
His sovereign pow’r, without our aid,
Made us of dust and formed us men;
And when like wand’ring sheep we strayed,
He brought us to his fold again—
He brought us to his fold again.
We are his people, we his care,
Our souls and all our mortal frame;
What lasting honors shall we rear,
Almighty Maker, to your name?
Almighty Maker, to your name?
We’ll crowd your gates with thankful songs,
High as the heav’ns our voices raise;
And earth, with her ten thousand tongues,
Shall fill your courts with sounding praise—
Shall fill your courts with sounding praise.
Wide as the world is your command,
Vast as eternity your love;
Firm as a rock your truth must stand,
When rolling years shall cease to move—
When rolling years shall cease to move.

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration

God Cleanses Us
Call to Confession of Sin

Isaiah 1:18

“Come now, let us reason together,
says the LORD:
though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow;
though they are red like crimson,
they shall become like wool.”

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison)
Almighty God,
so many of King David’s psalms show a heart out of tune,
sighing, crying, and breaking with sorrow,
yet still clinging to faith in you.
So too, O Lord, are our hearts.
In Jesus Christ, you have given us what we need most:
his cross makes our forgiveness possible,
and his Spirit tunes our hearts again to sing your praises.
Humbly we beg your pardon for our sins.
Eagerly we plead your help
to enthrone in our hearts David’s Son:
Christ Jesus, King of the universe, our Savior and Lord.
And with David we declare our trust in your unfailing love,
shown to us in Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

 Declaration of Forgiveness

Romans 8:1

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are
in Christ Jesus.

 The Doxology (#731)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Trinity Hymnal

God Consecrates Us
Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture

1 Peter 3:13–18; 4:12–19

13

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good?
But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be
blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your hearts
honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in
you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your
good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to
suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.
14

18

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the
flesh but made alive in the spirit.
4:12

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to
you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you
may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are
insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of
glory and of God rests upon you. 15 But let none of you suffer as a
murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16 Yet if anyone
suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God
in that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household
of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those
who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And
“If the righteous is scarcely saved,
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”
19

Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their
souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.

 Hymn 164

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of his grace.
My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad
The honors of thy name.
Jesus, the name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease;
‘tis music in the sinner’s ears,
‘tis life and health and peace.
He breaks the pow’r of reigning sin,
He sets the prisoner free;
His blood can make the foulest clean,
His blood availed for me.
He speaks and listening to his voice,
New life the dead receive;
The mournful, broken hearts rejoice;
The humble poor believe.
Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb,
Your loosened tongues employ;
Ye blind, behold your Savior come;
And leap, ye lame, for joy.

Preaching of the Word
Rev. John Canales
Sermon Text: Acts 21:17–22:22 The Culture Strikes Back
17

When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly.
On the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the
elders were present. 19 After greeting them, he related one by one
the things that God had done among the Gentiles through his
ministry. 20 And when they heard it, they glorified God. And they said
to him, “You see, brother, how many thousands there are among the
Jews of those who have believed. They are all zealous for the law,
21
and they have been told about you that you teach all the Jews who
are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to
circumcise their children or walk according to our customs. 22 What
then is to be done? They will certainly hear that you have come. 23 Do
therefore what we tell you. We have four men who are under a vow;
24
take these men and purify yourself along with them and pay their
expenses, so that they may shave their heads. Thus all will know that
there is nothing in what they have been told about you, but that you
yourself also live in observance of the law. 25 But as for the Gentiles
who have believed, we have sent a letter with our judgment that
they should abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from
blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual
immorality.” 26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day he purified
himself along with them and went into the temple, giving notice
when the days of purification would be fulfilled and the offering
presented for each one of them.
18

27

When the seven days were almost completed, the Jews from Asia,
seeing him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands
on him, 28 crying out, “Men of Israel, help! This is the man who is
teaching everyone everywhere against the people and the law and
this place. Moreover, he even brought Greeks into the temple and
has defiled this holy place.” 29 For they had previously seen
Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, and they supposed that
Paul had brought him into the temple. 30 Then all the city was stirred
up, and the people ran together. They seized Paul and dragged him
out of the temple, and at once the gates were shut. 31 And as they
were seeking to kill him, word came to the tribune of the cohort that
all Jerusalem was in confusion. 32 He at once took soldiers and
centurions and ran down to them. And when they saw the tribune
and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. 33 Then the tribune came

up and arrested him and ordered him to be bound with two chains.
He inquired who he was and what he had done. 34 Some in the crowd
were shouting one thing, some another. And as he could not learn
the facts because of the uproar, he ordered him to be brought into
the barracks. 35 And when he came to the steps, he was actually
carried by the soldiers because of the violence of the crowd, 36 for
the mob of the people followed, crying out, “Away with him!”
37

As Paul was about to be brought into the barracks, he said to the
tribune, “May I say something to you?” And he said, “Do you know
Greek? 38 Are you not the Egyptian, then, who recently stirred up a
revolt and led the four thousand men of the Assassins out into the
wilderness?” 39 Paul replied, “I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a
citizen of no obscure city. I beg you, permit me to speak to the
people.” 40 And when he had given him permission, Paul, standing on
the steps, motioned with his hand to the people. And when there
was a great hush, he addressed them in the Hebrew language,
saying:
22:1

“Brothers and fathers, hear the defense that I now make before
you.”2 And when they heard that he was addressing them in the
Hebrew language, they became even more quiet. And he said:
3

“I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city,
educated at the feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of
the law of our fathers, being zealous for God as all of you are this
day. 4 I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering to
prison both men and women, 5 as the high priest and the whole
council of elders can bear me witness. From them I received letters
to the brothers, and I journeyed toward Damascus to take those also
who were there and bring them in bonds to Jerusalem to be
punished.
6

“As I was on my way and drew near to Damascus, about noon a
great light from heaven suddenly shone around me. 7 And I fell to the
ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting me?’ 8 And I answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And he said
to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.’ 9 Now
those who were with me saw the light but did not understand the
voice of the one who was speaking to me. 10 And I said, ‘What shall I
do, Lord?’ And the Lord said to me, ‘Rise, and go into Damascus, and

there you will be told all that is appointed for you to do.’ 11 And since I
could not see because of the brightness of that light, I was led by the
hand by those who were with me, and came into Damascus.
12

“And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, well spoken
of by all the Jews who lived there, 13 came to me, and standing by me
said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight.’ And at that very hour I
received my sight and saw him. 14 And he said, ‘The God of our
fathers appointed you to know his will, to see the Righteous One and
to hear a voice from his mouth; 15 for you will be a witness for him to
everyone of what you have seen and heard. 16 And now why do you
wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his
name.’
17

“When I had returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple,
I fell into a trance 18 and saw him saying to me, ‘Make haste and get
out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your
testimony about me.’ 19 And I said, ‘Lord, they themselves know that
in one synagogue after another I imprisoned and beat those who
believed in you. 20 And when the blood of Stephen your witness was
being shed, I myself was standing by and approving and watching
over the garments of those who killed him.’ 21 And he said to me, ‘Go,
for I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’”
22

Up to this word they listened to him. Then they raised their voices
and said, “Away with such a fellow from the earth! For he should not
be allowed to live.”

Prayer of Intercession

 Hymn 44

How Great Thou Art

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the worlds thy hands have made,
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:
How great Thou art, How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:
How great Thou art, How great Thou art!
When through the woods and forest glades I wander
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees,
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur,
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;
And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration,
And there proclaim, “My God, how great Thou art!”

God Communes with Us
 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed

p. 845, Trinity Hymnal

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

 The Gloria Patri (#735)
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

Trinity Hymnal

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation and Supervision of the Table

1 Corinthians 11:23–29

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding with
the Lord’s Prayer in unison:
People:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Hymn — During the bread

At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing
praise to our victorious King,
who hath washed us in the tide
flowing from His piercèd side;
praise we Him whose love divine
gives His sacred blood for wine,
gives His body for the feast,
Christ the Victim, Christ the Priest.
Where the paschal blood is poured,
death’s dark angel sheathes his sword;
Israel’s hosts triumphant go
through the wave that drowns the foe.
Praise we Him, whose blood was shed,
Paschal Victim, Paschal Bread;
with sincerity and love
eat we manna from above.
Mighty Victim from the sky,
pow’rs of hell beneath Thee lie;
death is conquered in the fight,
Thou hast brought us life and light;
hymns of glory and of praise,
risen Lord, to Thee we raise;
Holy Father, praise to Thee,
with the Spirit, ever be.

Scripture Reading — During the cup

1 Peter 2:22–25

He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.
When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting
himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in
his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. For you
were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)
Now may your servant, Lord,
according to your word,
depart in exultation.
My rest shall be serene,
for now my eyes have seen
your wonderful salvation.

You did for all prepare
this Gift, so great, so rare,
fulfilling prophets’ story;
A Light to show the way
to Gentiles gone astray,
and unto Israel’s glory.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

God Commissions and Blesses Us
The Collection of Alms and Tithes
Hymn 455

And Can It Be

And can it be that I should gain
An interest in the Savior’s blood?
Died he for me, who caused his pain—
For me, who him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be,
That thou, my God, should die for me?
Amazing love! How can it be,
That thou, my God, should die for me?
’Tis mystery all: th’Immortal dies:
Who can explore his strange design?
In vain the first-born seraph tries
To sound the depths of love divine.
’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore,
Let angel minds inquire no more.
Amazing love! How can it be,
That thou, my God, should die for me?
He left his Father’s throne above
So free, so infinite his grace—
Emptied himself (so great his love!)
And bled for Adam’s helpless race:
’Tis mercy all, immense and free,
For O my God, it found out me!
Amazing love! How can it be,
That thou, my God, should die for me?
Continues…

Long my imprisoned spirit lay,
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night;
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray—
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.
Amazing love! How can it be,
That thou, my God, should die for me?
No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine;
Alive in Him, my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness divine,
Bold I approach th’eternal throne,
And claim the crown, through Christ my own.
Amazing love! How can it be,
That thou, my God, should die for me?

 The Benediction
 Congregation stands as able

Sermon Notes
Acts 21:17–22:22
The Culture Strikes Back

OPC FOREIGN MISSIONS
The foreign missions work of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church is part of the Church’s total Worldwide Outreach
program. Realizing that God upholds, directs, and disposes all things by
his most wise and holy providence, we are committed to pursue the
opportunities he presents to us to further the proclamation of the
gospel to the nations, always bearing in mind that ultimately he is the
one who provides the clear and focused opportunity, the necessary
personnel, and the required support.
The objectives for the work on each of our eight active mission fields—
China, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Haiti, Quebec, Uganda, Ukraine, and Uruguay—
are the same:









That the gospel of sovereign redemption through the
substitutionary work of Christ be proclaimed in all its fullness in
all the world, not only being expressed by word but also being
accompanied by the deeds of love to God and man which must
flow from it.
That the unbelieving be warned of eternal punishment and by
God's grace understand the gospel, believe it, and live redeemed
lives.
That indigenous Reformed churches be established which will
provide fellowship and instruction, and make the gospel known
in its own culture and in others.
That above all the one true and living God shall be praised and
worshipped.
That these objectives be sought only by means that are in accord
with the Scriptures, both means and end thereby producing the
overall objective, the glory of God.

Packets of missionary cards are available on the book shelves in the
foyer. Feel free to pick up one to assist you as we continue to carry the
needs of our missionaries to the throne of grace.
You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for
the blessing granted us through the prayers of many. (2 Cor. 1:11)

Welcome to Christ Church OPC
We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love,
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ.
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards
and place it in the collection plate. If you desire any additional
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our
community in the name of Christ!

About Our Church
Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant
Reformation, Christ Church is a congregation of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church (OPC). We are committed to the Bible as the Word
of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.
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