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About Receiving Communion 

 

All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in 
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are 
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in 
Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace 
of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the 
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the 
meaning of the Gospel. 
 
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they 
have made a profession of faith and have been received as communing 
members by the church to which their parents belong. 
 
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s Supper 
to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 1 Cor 10:16; 
11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of conscience, you 
are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is provided in the 
center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are available for those 
who cannot eat bread.  

 

 
 

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; 
for here we meet with a holy God. 

 

Before the service, speak to the Lord; 
during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service, speak to one another. 
 



Reflection 
 

The risen Christ is central to both the accomplishing and the 
application of redemption. 

— Sinclair Ferguson 

 

We may say Paul here exhibits the resurrection as that towards 
which everything in Christianity tends; the goal in which all thinking 
and striving and hoping of believers finds its perfect rest and 
triumphant solution.  

— Geerhardus Vos 

 

The souls of the dead are now living and enjoy quiet repose, yet the 
whole of their felicity and consolation depends exclusively on the 
resurrection. 

— John Calvin 

 
 

 

 



We Prepare to Meet with God 
 

Prelude             Arise, My Soul, Arise 
 

Arise, my soul, arise, shake off your guilty fears; 
The bleeding Sacrifice in my behalf appears: 
Before the throne my Surety stands, 
Before the throne my Surety stands,  
My name is written on his hands. 
 
He ever lives above, for me to intercede, 
His all-redeeming love, his precious blood to plead; 
His blood atoned for every race, 
His blood atoned for every race, 
And sprinkles now the throne of grace. 
 
Five bleeding wounds he bears, received on Calvary; 
They pour effectual prayers, they strongly plead for me. 
“Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry, 
“Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry, 
“Nor let that ransomed sinner die!” 
 
My God is reconciled; his pardoning voice I hear; 
He owns me for his child, I can no longer fear; 
With confidence I now draw nigh, 
With confidence I now draw nigh, 
And “Father, Abba, Father!” cry. 



God Calls Us 
  

Trinitarian Confession and Salutation 
 

Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,  
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19 
All: Our help is in the name of the LORD,  
 who made heaven and earth! Psalm 124:8 

Minister: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.  Jude 2 
All: Amen. 

 

Call to Worship Psalm 135:1–3 
 

Minister: Praise the LORD! 
All: Praise the name of the LORD. 
Minister: Give praise, O servants of the LORD, who stand in the house 

of the LORD, in the courts of the house of our God! 
All: Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; sing to his name, for 

it is pleasant! 
 

 Hymn 311 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, 
Great David’s greater Son! 
Hail, in the time appointed, 
His reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
To set the captive free, 
To take away transgression, 
And rule in equity. 
 
He comes with comfort speedy 
To those who suffer wrong; 
To help the poor and needy, 
And bid the weak be strong; 
To give them songs for sighing, 
Their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, 
Were precious in his sight, 

Continues… 
 



He shall come down like showers 
Upon the fruitful earth; 
And love, joy, hope, like flowers, 
Spring in his path to birth; 
Before him on the mountains 
Shall peace, the herald, go; 
And righteousness, in fountains, 
From hill to valley flow. 
 
O’er ev’ry foe victorious, 
He on his throne shall rest, 
From age to age more glorious, 
All-blessing and all-blessed; 
The tide of time shall never 
His covenant remove; 
His Name shall stand for ever— 
That Name to us is Love. 

 

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration 
 



God Cleanses Us 
 

Call to Confession of Sin Luke 6:27–36 
 

“But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those 
who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse 
you.  To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and 
from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic 
either.  Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who 
takes away your goods do not demand them back.  And as you wish 
that others would do to you, do so to them. 
 
“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even 
sinners love those who love them.  And if you do good to those who 
do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the 
same.  And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, 
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back 
the same amount.  But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you 
will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the 
evil.  Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.” 

 

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison) 
 

O our God, we are ashamed and blush 
to lift up our faces before you, 
because our iniquities are increased over our heads 
and our trespasses have grown into the heavens. 

To us belongs shame and confusion 
because we have sinned against you.  

 

If we justify ourselves 
our own mouths will condemn us, 
if we say we are perfect 
you will show that we are perverse, 
if you contend with us 
we are unable to answer you. 

Thus our Lord, we beg your mercy 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our only hope 
by whom we may stand before your throne. 

Forgive us in the name of Jesus, Amen. 



 Declaration of Forgiveness         Micah 7:18–19 
 

Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity 
    and passing over transgression 
    for the remnant of his inheritance? 
He does not retain his anger forever, 
    because he delights in steadfast love. 
He will again have compassion on us; 
    he will tread our iniquities underfoot. 
You will cast all our sins 
    into the depths of the sea. 

 

 The Doxology  (#731) Trinity Hymnal 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host: 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 



God Consecrates Us 
 
 Prayer for Illumination 
 

 Reading of Scripture Isaiah 26 
 

1 In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: 
“We have a strong city; 
    he sets up salvation 
    as walls and bulwarks. 

2 Open the gates, 
    that the righteous nation that keeps faith may enter in. 

3 You keep him in perfect peace 
    whose mind is stayed on you, 
    because he trusts in you. 

4 Trust in the LORD forever, 
    for the LORD GOD is an everlasting rock. 

5 For he has humbled 
    the inhabitants of the height, 
    the lofty city. 
He lays it low, lays it low to the ground, 
    casts it to the dust. 

6 The foot tramples it, 
    the feet of the poor, 
    the steps of the needy.” 

 
7 The path of the righteous is level; 

    you make level the way of the righteous. 
8 In the path of your judgments, 

    O LORD, we wait for you; 
your name and remembrance 
    are the desire of our soul. 

9 My soul yearns for you in the night; 
    my spirit within me earnestly seeks you. 
For when your judgments are in the earth, 
    the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness. 

10 If favor is shown to the wicked, 
    he does not learn righteousness; 
in the land of uprightness he deals corruptly 
    and does not see the majesty of the LORD. 

 



11 O LORD, your hand is lifted up, 
    but they do not see it. 
Let them see your zeal for your people, and be ashamed. 
    Let the fire for your adversaries consume them. 

12 O LORD, you will ordain peace for us, 
    for you have indeed done for us all our works. 

13 O LORD our God, 
    other lords besides you have ruled over us, 
    but your name alone we bring to remembrance. 

14 They are dead, they will not live; 
    they are shades, they will not arise; 
to that end you have visited them with destruction 
    and wiped out all remembrance of them. 

15 But you have increased the nation, O LORD, 
    you have increased the nation; you are glorified; 
    you have enlarged all the borders of the land. 
 

16 O LORD, in distress they sought you; 
    they poured out a whispered prayer 
    when your discipline was upon them. 
 

17 Like a pregnant woman 
    who writhes and cries out in her pangs 
    when she is near to giving birth, 
so were we because of you, O LORD; 

18      we were pregnant, we writhed, 
    but we have given birth to wind. 
We have accomplished no deliverance in the earth, 
    and the inhabitants of the world have not fallen. 

19 Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. 
    You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing for joy! 
For your dew is a dew of light, 
    and the earth will give birth to the dead. 
 

20 Come, my people, enter your chambers, 
    and shut your doors behind you; 
hide yourselves for a little while 
    until the fury has passed by. 

21 For behold, the LORD is coming out from his place 
    to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity, 

and the earth will disclose the blood shed n it, 
    and will no more cover its slain. 



 Hymn 268 Welcome, Happy Morning! 
 

“Welcome, happy morning!” 
Age to age shall say: 
Hell today is vanquished; 
Heaven is won today. 
Lo! the Dead is living, 
God for evermore! 
Him, their true Creator, 
All his works adore. 
 
Maker and Redeemer, 
Life and health of all, 
Thou, from heav’n beholding 
Human nature’s fall, 
Of the Father’s Godhead 
True and only Son, 
Manhood to deliver, 
Manhood didst put on. 
 
Thou, of life the author, 
Death didst undergo, 
Tread the path of darkness, 
Saving strength to show; 
Come then, True and Faithful, 
Now fulfil thy word, 
‘Tis thine own third morning; 
Rise, O buried Lord. 
 
Loose the souls long-prisoned, 
Bound with Satan’s chain; 
Thine that now are fallen 
Raise to life again; 
Show thy face in brightness, 
Bid the nations see; 
Bring again our daylight; 
Day returns with thee. 
 

 



Preaching of the Word Rev. Miller Ansell 
 Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 15:12–19 

The Resurrection’s Vital Importance 
 

12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some 
of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is 
no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 
14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and 
your faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, 
because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did 
not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are 
not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then 
those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in 
Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be 
pitied. 

 

Prayer of Intercession 
 



 Hymn 286 Worship Christ, the Risen King! 
 

Rise, O church, and lift your voices,  
Christ has conquered death and hell. 
Sing as all the earth rejoices;  
Resurrection anthems swell.  
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the risen King! 
 
See the tomb where death had laid him, 
Empty now, its mouth declares: 
“Death and I could not contain him,  
For the throne of life he shares.” 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the risen King! 
 
Hear the earth protest and tremble,  
See the stone removed with pow’r; 
All hell’s minions may assemble, 
But cannot withstand his hour. 
He has conquered, he has conquered, 
Christ the Lord, the risen King! 
 
Doubt may lift its head to murmur, 
Scoffers mock and sinners jeer;  
But the truth proclaims a wonder 
Thoughtful hearts receive with cheer. 
He is risen, he is risen,  
Now receive the risen King! 
 
We acclaim your life, O Jesus,  
Now we sing your victory;  
Sin or hell may seek to seize us,  
But your conquest keeps us free. 
Stand in triumph, stand in triumph, 
Worship Christ, the risen King! 
 



God Communes with Us 
 
 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed  p. 845, Trinity Hymnal 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 The Gloria Patri  (#735) Trinity Hymnal 
 

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen. 

 



The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 

Invitation and Supervision of the Table 1 Corinthians 11:23–29 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding with 
the Lord’s Prayer in unison: 
 
People: Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Words of Institution  Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20 

 
Distribution of the Bread and the Cup 

 



Hymn — During the bread Jesus Lives, and So Shall I 
 

Jesus lives, and so shall I. 
Death! thy sting is gone forever! 
He who deigned for me to die,  
Lives, the bands of death to sever. 
He shall raise me from the dust: 
Jesus is my hope and trust. 
 
Jesus lives, and reigns supreme: 
And, his kingdom still remaining, 
I shall also be with him,  
Ever living, ever reigning. 
Me he raises from the dust: 
Jesus is my hope and trust. 
 
Jesus lives, and by his grace,  
Vict’ry o’er my passions giving,  
I will cleanse my heart and ways,  
Ever to his glory living. 
Me he raises from the dust:  
Jesus is my hope and trust. 
 
Jesus lives! I know full well 
Naught from him my heart can sever, 
Life nor death nor pow’rs of hell,  
Joy nor grief, henceforth forever. 
None of all his saints is lost: 
Jesus is my hope and trust. 
 
Jesus lives and death is now 
But my entrance into glory. 
Courage, then, my soul, for thou 
Hast a crown of life before thee; 
Thou shalt find thy hopes were just: 
Jesus is the Christian’s trust. 
 



Scripture Reading — During the cup 2 Corinthians 5:14–18 
 

For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded 
this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; and he 
died for all, that those who live might no longer live for 
themselves but for him who for their sake died and was 
raised. 
 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the 
flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the 
flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ 
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation. 
 

John 11:25–26 
 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone 
who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe 
this?” 
 

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) 
 

Now may your servant, Lord,  You did for all prepare 
 according to your word, this Gift, so great, so rare, 

 depart in exultation. fulfilling prophets’ story; 
My rest shall be serene,  A Light to show the way 

  for now my eyes have seen to Gentiles gone astray, 
 your wonderful salvation.  and unto Israel’s glory. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
 



God Commissions and Blesses Us 
 

The Collection of Alms and Tithes 
 

Hymn The Day of Resurrection! 
 

The day of resurrection! 
Earth, tell it out abroad; 
The Passover of gladness, 
The Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, 
From this world to the sky, 
Our Christ hath brought us over 
With hymns of victory. 
 
Our hearts be pure from evil, 
That we may see aright 
The Lord in rays eternal 
Of resurrection light; 
And, listening to his accents, 
May hear, so calm and plain, 
His own “All hail!” and hearing, 
May raise the victor strain. 
 
Now let the heav’ns be joyful, 
Let earth her song begin; 
Let the round world keep triumph, 
And all that is therein; 
Invisible and visible, 
Their notes let all things blend, 
For Christ the Lord hath risen, 
Our joy that hath no end. 
 

 The Benediction 

 
 Congregation stands as able 

 
 
 



Sermon Notes 
1 Corinthians 15:12–19 

The Resurrection’s Vital Importance 



Welcome to Christ Church OPC 
 

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our 
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love, 
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards 
and place it in the collection plate.  If you desire any additional 
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of 
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our 
community in the name of Christ! 

 

About Our Church 
 

Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant 
Reformation, Christ Church is a congregation of the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church (OPC). We are committed to the Bible as the Word 
of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.  
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