Order for the Public Worship of God

I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you
the whole counsel of God. —Acts 20:27
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Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent;
for here we meet with a holy God.
Before the service, speak to the Lord;
during the service, let the Lord speak to you;
after the service, speak to one another.

About Receiving Communion
All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in
Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace
of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the
meaning of the Gospel.
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they
have made a profession of faith and have been received as communing
members by the church to which their parents belong.
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s Supper
to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 1 Cor 10:16;
11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of conscience, you
are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is provided in the
center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are available for those
who cannot eat bread.

Ref lection
What the law tried to do by a restraining power from without, the gospel
does by an inspiring power from within.
— Catherine Booth
“The Fruits of Union with Christ”

A truly emancipated spirit…is not in bondage to its own emancipation.
— F. F. Bruce
Commentary on the Book of Acts

Freedom is only part of the story and half the truth … That is why I
recommend that the Statue of Liberty on the East Coast be
supplemented by a Statue of Responsibility on the West Coast.
— Victor Frankl
Man’s Search for Meaning

We Prepare to Meet with God
Prelude

Speak, O Lord
Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

Speak, O Lord, as we come to you
to receive the food of your Holy Word.
Take your truth, plant it deep in us;
Shape and fashion us in your likeness,
That the light of Christ might be seen today
in our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us
all your purposes for your glory.
Teach us, Lord, full obedience,
holy reverence, true humility.
Test our thoughts and our attitudes
in the radiance of your purity.
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see
your majestic love and authority.
Words of pow’r that can never fail,
Let their truth prevail over unbelief.
Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;
Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us:
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time,
That will echo down though eternity.
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises;
And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, ‘til your church is built,
and the earth is filled with your glory.

God Calls Us
Trinitarian Confession and Salutation
Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19
All:
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth!
Psalm 124:8
Minister: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Lord!
1 Timothy 1:2b
All:
Amen.

Call to Worship

Psalm 108:1–4

Minister: My heart is steadfast, O God!
I will sing and make melody with all my being!
All:
Awake, O harp and lyre!
I will awake the dawn!
Minister: I will give thanks to you, O LORD, among the peoples;
I will sing praises to you among the nations.
All:
For your steadfast love is great above the heavens;
your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.

 Hymn 369

Shout, for the Blessed Jesus Reigns

Shout, for the blessed Jesus reigns;
Through distant lands his triumphs spread;
And sinners, freed from endless pains,
Own him their Savior and their Head.
He calls his chosen from afar;
They all at Zion’s gates arrive;
Those who were dead in sin before
By sovereign grace are made alive.
Gentiles and Jews his laws obey;
Nations remote their offerings bring,
And unconstrained their homage pay
To their exalted God and King.
O may his holy church increase,
His Word and Spirit still prevail,
While angels celebrate his praise,
And saints his growing glories hail.
Loud hallelujahs to the Lamb,
From all below, and all above!
In lofty songs exalt his name,
In songs as lasting as his love.

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration

God Cleanses Us
Call to Confession of Sin

Psalm 116:1–2

I love the LORD, because he has heard
my voice and my pleas for mercy.
Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I live.

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison)
O Lord our God,
thank you for the gift of your Word.
You are a God who wants to be known and heard.
You have spoken and continue to speak to humanity
through Jesus, your incarnate Word,
and through Scripture, your written Word.
Thank you.
Lord, forgive us for failing to listen to your Word.
Sometimes when you speak to us,
we question whether we heard you correctly.
At other times, we know that you have spoken,
but we choose not to listen.
Many times, we are too distracted with the rest of our lives
to hear you speaking at all.
Forgive us, O Lord.
Help us to trust and obey your Word.
Give us clarity and wisdom to recognize your voice.
Give us confidence and courage to follow you.
Help us.
We believe, Lord, but help our unbelief.
In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

 Declaration of Forgiveness

Acts 10:43

“To [Christ] all the prophets bear witness that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

 The Doxology (#731)

Trinity Hymnal

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

God Consecrates Us
Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture

1 Corinthians 9

1

Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord?
Are not you my workmanship in the Lord? 2 If to others I am not an
apostle, at least I am to you, for you are the seal of my apostleship in
the Lord.
3

This is my defense to those who would examine me. 4 Do we not
have the right to eat and drink? 5 Do we not have the right to take
along a believing wife, as do the other apostles and the brothers of
the Lord and Cephas? 6 Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right
to refrain from working for a living? 7 Who serves as a soldier at his
own expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit?
Or who tends a flock without getting some of the milk?
8

Do I say these things on human authority? Does not the Law say the
same? 9 For it is written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle
an ox when it treads out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is
concerned? 10 Does he not certainly speak for our sake? It was written
for our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the
thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the crop. 11 If we have sown
spiritual things among you, is it too much if we reap material things
from you? 12 If others share this rightful claim on you, do not we even
more?
Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure
anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of
Christ. 13 Do you not know that those who are employed in the
temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve
at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? 14 In the same way, the
Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get
their living by the gospel.

15

But I have made no use of any of these rights, nor am I writing
these things to secure any such provision. For I would rather die than
have anyone deprive me of my ground for boasting. 16 For if I preach
the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid
upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 17 For if I do this of
my own will, I have a reward, but if not of my own will, I am still
entrusted with a stewardship. 18 What then is my reward? That in my
preaching I may present the gospel free of charge, so as not to make
full use of my right in the gospel.
19

For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all,
that I might win more of them. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in
order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the
law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those
under the law. 21 To those outside the law I became as one outside
the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of
Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak I
became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to
all people, that by all means I might save some. 23 I do it all for the
sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.
24

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one
receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. 25 Every athlete
exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable
wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So I do not run aimlessly; I do not
box as one beating the air. 27 But I discipline my body and keep it
under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be
disqualified.

 Psalm 119

Your Law, O Lord, Is Our Delight

Your law, O God, is our delight;
Your statutes faithful, true and right.
It guides our feet and shines as light,
That we may walk with you aright.
Your law, O God, reveals our sin,
How foul and stained are we within.
O cleanse us from iniquity
And train our hearts from sin to flee.
Lord we have failed your law’s demands
With impure hearts and unclean hands.
But One has kept them perfectly—
Our Savior, Jesus Christ, is he.
Our sins were placed upon his head;
He suffered anguish in our stead.
Now his obedience is our own;
Our righteousness is Christ alone.
We show our thankfulness and love
By keeping precepts from above;
So teach us, Lord, your statutes well;
Incline our hearts on them to dwell.
Have mercy on your wayward sheep;
From us the devil safely keep.
Cause us to walk upon your way,
And sanctify us more each day.
Your law, O God, is our delight;
Your statutes faithful, true and right.
Confirm your word within our hearts
That we may not from you depart.

Preaching of the Word
Rev. John Canales
Sermon Text: Acts 21:17–26 Freedom in Law and Gospel
17

When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly.
On the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the
elders were present. 19 After greeting them, he related one by one
the things that God had done among the Gentiles through his
ministry. 20 And when they heard it, they glorified God. And they said
to him, “You see, brother, how many thousands there are among the
Jews of those who have believed. They are all zealous for the law,
21
and they have been told about you that you teach all the Jews who
are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to
circumcise their children or walk according to our customs. 22 What
then is to be done? They will certainly hear that you have come. 23 Do
therefore what we tell you. We have four men who are under a vow;
24
take these men and purify yourself along with them and pay their
expenses, so that they may shave their heads. Thus all will know that
there is nothing in what they have been told about you, but that you
yourself also live in observance of the law. 25 But as for the Gentiles
who have believed, we have sent a letter with our judgment that
they should abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from
blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual
immorality.” 26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day he purified
himself along with them and went into the temple, giving notice
when the days of purification would be fulfilled and the offering
presented for each one of them.
18

Prayer of Intercession
 Hymn 172

Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder

TUNE: RUF

Let us love and sing and wonder,
Let us praise the Savior’s name!
He has hushed the law’s loud thunder,
He has quenched Mount Sinai’s flame:
He has washed us with his blood,
He has washed us with his blood,
He has washed us with his blood,
He has brought us nigh to God.
Continues…

Let us love the Lord who bought us,
Pitied us when enemies,
Called us by his grace, and taught us,
Gave us ears and gave us eyes:
He has washed us with his blood,
He has washed us with his blood,
He has washed us with his blood,
He presents our souls to God.
Let us sing, though fierce temptation
Threaten hard to bear us down!
For the Lord, our strong salvation,
Holds in view the conqueror’s crown:
He who washed us with his blood
He who washed us with his blood
He who washed us with his blood
Soon will bring us home to God.
Let us wonder; grace and justice
Join and point to mercy’s store;
When through grace in Christ our trust is,
Justice smiles and asks no more:
He who washed us with his blood
He who washed us with his blood
He who washed us with his blood
Has secured our way to God.
Let us praise, and join the chorus
Of the saints enthroned on high;
Here they trusted him before us,
Now their praises fill the sky;
“You have washed us with your blood;
You have washed us with your blood;
You have washed us with your blood;
You are worthy, Lamb of God!”

God Communes with Us
 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed

p. 845, Trinity Hymnal

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

 The Gloria Patri (#735)
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

Trinity Hymnal

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation and Supervision of the Table

1 Corinthians 11:23–29

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding with
the Lord’s Prayer in unison:
People:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Hymn — During the bread

Not What My Hands Have Done

Not what my hands have done
Can save my guilty soul;
Not what my toiling flesh has borne
Can make my spirit whole.
Not what I feel or do
Can give me peace with God;
Not all my prayers and sighs and tears
Can bear my awful load.
Thy work alone, O Christ,
Can ease this weight of sin;
Thy blood alone, O Lamb of God,
Can give me peace within.
Thy love to me, O God,
Not mine, O Lord to thee,
Can rid me of this dark unrest
And set my spirit free.
Thy grace alone, O God,
To me can pardon speak;
Thy pow’r alone, O Son of God,
Can this sore bondage break.
No other work, save thine,
No other blood will do;
No strength, save that which is divine,
Can bear me safely through.
I bless the Christ of God;
I rest on love divine;
And with unfalt’ring lip and heart
I call this Saviour mine.
This cross dispels each doubt;
I bury in his tomb
Each thought of unbelief and fear,
Each ling’ring shade of gloom.
Continues…

I praise the God of grace;
I trust his truth and might;
He calls me his, I call him mine,
My God, my joy, my light.
‘Tis he who saveth me,
And freely pardon gives;
I love because he loveth me,
I live because he lives.
Scripture Reading — During the cup

Romans 6:5–11

If we have been united with [Christ] in a death like his, we shall
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know
that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of
sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be
enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from
sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also
live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead,
will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. For
the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives
he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to
sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)
Now may your servant, Lord,
according to your word,
depart in exultation.
My rest shall be serene,
for now my eyes have seen
your wonderful salvation.

You did for all prepare
this Gift, so great, so rare,
fulfilling prophets’ story;
A Light to show the way
to Gentiles gone astray,
and unto Israel’s glory.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

God Commissions and Blesses Us
The Collection of Alms and Tithes
Psalm 19:7–14

Tune: MILLENIUM

Jehovah’s perfect law
Restores the soul again;
His testimony sure
Gives wisdom unto men;
The precepts of the Lord are right,
And fill the heart with great delight.
The Lord’s command is pure,
Enlightening the eyes;
Jehovah’s fear is clean,
More lasting than the skies.
The judgments of the Lord express
His truth and perfect righteousness.
They’re more to be desired
Than stores of finest gold;
Than honey from the comb
More sweetness far they hold.
With warnings they Thy servant guard;
In keeping them is great reward.
Continues…

He errors who can know?
Cleanse me from hidden stain.
Keep me from willful sins,
Nor let them o’er me reign.
And then I upright shall appear
And be from great transgression clear.
Let all the words I speak
And all the thoughts within
Come up before Thy sight
And Thine approval win.
O Thou Jehovah, unto me
My rock and my Redeemer be.

 The Benediction
 Congregation stands as able

Sermon Notes
Acts 21:17–26
Freedom in Law and Gospel

Welcome to Christ Church OPC
We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love,
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ.
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards
and place it in the collection plate. If you desire any additional
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our
community in the name of Christ!
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