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About Receiving Communion 

 

All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in 
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are 
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in 
Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace 
of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the 
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the 
meaning of the Gospel. 
 
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they 
have made a profession of faith and have been received as communing 
members by the church to which their parents belong. 
 
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s Supper 
to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 1 Cor 10:16; 
11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of conscience, you 
are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is provided in the 
center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are available for those 
who cannot eat bread.  

 

 
 

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; 
for here we meet with a holy God. 

 

Before the service, speak to the Lord; 
during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service, speak to one another. 
 



Ref lection 
 

God assumed from the beginning that the wise of the world would view 
Christians as fools…and he has not been disappointed… If I have 
brought any message today, it is this: Have the courage to have your 
wisdom regarded as stupidity. Be fools for Christ. And have the courage 
to suffer the contempt of the sophisticated world. 

— Antonin Scalia 
Supreme Court Justice 

A time is coming when men will go mad, and when they see someone 
who is not mad, they will attack him, saying, “You are mad; you are not 
like us.” 

— St. Anthony 
Sayings of the Desert Fathers 

Right is right, even if everyone is against it; and wrong is wrong, even if 
everyone is for it. 

— William Penn 

The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of 
comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and 
controversy. 

— Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Strength to Love 

You can kill us but not hurt us. 
— Justin Martyr 

First Apology 

When one preaches Christianity in such a way that the echo answers, 
“Away with that man, he does not deserve to live,” know that this is the 
Christianity of the New Testament. Capital punishment is the penalty for 
preaching Christianity as it truly is. 

— Søren Kierkegaard 
Attack upon Christendom 



We Prepare to Meet with God 
 

Prelude      Be Still, My Soul 
 

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side; 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to thy God to order and provide; 
In ev’ry change he faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heav’nly Friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 
Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake 
To guide the future as he has the past. 
Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake; 
All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know 
His voice who ruled them while he dwelt below. 
 
Be still, my soul: the hour is hast’ning on 
When we shall be for ever with the Lord, 
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, 
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 



God Calls Us 
  

Trinitarian Confession and Salutation 
 

Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,  
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19 
All: Our help is in the name of the LORD,  
 who made heaven and earth! Psalm 124:8 

Minister: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.  Jude 2 
All: Amen. 

 

Call to Worship Psalm 117 
 

Minister: Praise the LORD, all nations! 
Extol him, all peoples! 

All: For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 

Minister: Praise the LORD! 
 

 Psalm 118                  Tune: RENDEZ A DIEU 
 

Let all exalt Jehovah’s goodness,  
For most compassionate is He;  
His mercy, excellent in fulness,  
Endureth to eternity.  
Let Israel praise Jehovah’s goodness, 
And say, Exalt His majesty; 
His mercy, excellent in fulness,  
Endureth to eternity.  
 
Jehovah is my strength and tower;  
He is my happiness and song; 
He saved me from the trying hour,  
Hence shall my mouth His praise prolong. 
The voice of gladness and salvation 
Is in the tents of righteousness; 
There do they sing with adoration;  
The Lord’s right hand is strong to bless.  
 

Continues… 



The Lord’s right hand is high exalted,  
Jehovah’s strong and mighty hand;  
The vaunting enemy He halted, 
And made His chosen ones to stand. 
I shall not die, but live before Him, 
And all His mighty works declare. 
That all may joyfully adore Him 
Who in His lovingkindness share. 
 
This is the day of full salvation 
That God has made and sanctified; 
Come, let us voice our jubilation,  
And triumph in the grace supplied. 
Save, O Jehovah, we implore Thee,  
Save now Thy people, e’en today;  
Prosperity send Thou in mercy,  
And favor us upon our way.  
 
Thou art my God, I will extol Thee,  
And magnify Thy majesty; 
My God, in glory none excel Thee,  
Thy praise be to eternity. 
Let all exalt Jehovah’s goodness,  
For most compassionate is He;  
His mercy, excellent in fulness,  
Endureth to eternity. 

 

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration 
 



God Cleanses Us 
 

Call to Confession of Sin Psalm 86:3–4, 6–7 
 

Be gracious to me, O Lord,  
for to you do I cry all the day. 

Gladden the soul of your servant, 
for to you, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

 

Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; 
listen to my plea for grace. 

In the day of my trouble I call upon you, 
for you answer me. 

 

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison) 
 

Almighty God,  
gracious beyond all measure, 

we come to you now as your children  
because we know we are broken and sinful  
and need you so very much.  

You are our Lord and King,  
and you love us more than we can imagine.  

Even knowing this, we still run from you  
and try to live as if we don’t need you.  

We have broken our relationship with you  
and have done things that have hurt you  
and others and ourselves.  

We have said ugly and mean words,  
and acted in judgmental and arrogant ways.  

We have been impatient and self-centered.  
 

For all these sins, and more, we are sorry.  
Please forgive us.  

We repent and turn our faces toward you  
to receive your love and forgiveness, 
offered through your Son and our Lord, Jesus Christ.  

Help us to live as those who have been blessed in Christ,  
willing to give you our whole lives.  

Thank you for never leaving us or forsaking us.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 



 Declaration of Forgiveness          Psalm 86:4b–5 
 

To you, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 
For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 
 abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you. 

 

 The Doxology  (#731) Trinity Hymnal 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host: 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 

God Consecrates Us 
 
 Prayer for Illumination 
 

 Reading of Scripture Luke 12 
 
1 In the meantime, when so many thousands of the people had 
gathered together that they were trampling one another, he began 
to say to his disciples first, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, 
which is hypocrisy. 2 Nothing is covered up that will not be revealed, 
or hidden that will not be known. 3 Therefore whatever you have said 
in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have whispered 
in private rooms shall be proclaimed on the housetops. 
 
4 “I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after 
that have nothing more that they can do. 5 But I will warn you whom 
to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast into 
hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! 6 Are not five sparrows sold for two 
pennies? And not one of them is forgotten before God. 7 Why, even 
the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not; you are of more 
value than many sparrows. 
 
8 “And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before men, the 
Son of Man also will acknowledge before the angels of God, 9 but the 
one who denies me before men will be denied before the angels of 
God. 10 And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will 
be forgiven, but the one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will 



not be forgiven. 11 And when they bring you before the synagogues 
and the rulers and the authorities, do not be anxious about how you 
should defend yourself or what you should say, 12 for the Holy Spirit 
will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.” 
 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to 
divide the inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who 
made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, 
“Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s 
life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16 And he 
told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced 
plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have 
nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear 
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 
grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have 
ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”‘ 
20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, 
and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the 
one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 
 
22 And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious 
about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will 
put on. 23 For life is more than food, and the body more than 
clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have 
neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much 
more value are you than the birds! 25 And which of you by being 
anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 26 If then you are not 
able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the 
rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 
yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one 
of these. 28 But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field 
today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will 
he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29 And do not seek what you are to 
eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30 For all the nations of 
the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you 
need them. 31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be 
added to you. 
 
32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. 
Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a 



treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches 
and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also. 
 
35 “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36 and be 
like men who are waiting for their master to come home from the 
wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when 
he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those servants whom the master 
finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself 
for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and 
serve them. 38 If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and 
finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39 But know this, that 
if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. 40 You 
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect.” 
 
41 Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for all?” 
42 And the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, 
whom his master will set over his household, to give them their 
portion of food at the proper time? 43 Blessed is that servant whom 
his master will find so doing when he comes. 44 Truly, I say to you, he 
will set him over all his possessions. 45 But if that servant says to 
himself, ‘My master is delayed in coming,’ and begins to beat the 
male and female servants, and to eat and drink and get drunk, 46 the 
master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect 
him and at an hour he does not know, and will cut him in pieces and 
put him with the unfaithful. 47 And that servant who knew his 
master’s will but did not get ready or act according to his will, will 
receive a severe beating. 48 But the one who did not know, and did 
what deserved a beating, will receive a light beating. Everyone to 
whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him 
to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more. 
 
49 “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already 
kindled! 50 I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my 
distress until it is accomplished! 51 Do you think that I have come to 
give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 52 For from 
now on in one house there will be five divided, three against two and 
two against three. 53 They will be divided, father against son and son 
against father, mother against daughter and daughter against 



mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-
law against mother-in-law.” 
 
54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the 
west, you say at once, ‘A shower is coming.’ And so it happens. 55 And 
when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be 
scorching heat,’ and it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You know how to 
interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know 
how to interpret the present time? 
 
57 “And why do you not judge for yourselves what is right? 58 As you 
go with your accuser before the magistrate, make an effort to settle 
with him on the way, lest he drag you to the judge, and the judge 
hand you over to the officer, and the officer put you in prison. 59 I tell 
you, you will never get out until you have paid the very last penny.” 
 

 Hymn 75 O Father, You Are Sovereign        Trinity Hymnal 
 

O Father, you are sovereign in all the worlds you made; 
Your mighty word was spoken and light and life obeyed.  
Your voice commands the seasons and bounds the ocean’s shore,  
Sets stars within their courses and still the tempest’s roar.  
 
O Father, you are sovereign in all affairs of man;  
No powers of death or darkness can thwart your perfect plan. 
All chance and change transcending, supreme in time and space,  
You hold your trusting children secure in your embrace.  
 
O Father, you are sovereign, the Lord of human pain,  
Transmuting earthly sorrows to gold of heav’nly gain.  
All evil overruling, as none but Conqu’ror could,  
Your love pursues its purpose—our souls’ eternal good.  
 
O Father, you are sovereign! We see you dimly now,  
But soon before your triumph earth’s every knee shall bow. 
With this glad hope before us our faith springs up anew: 
Our sovereign Lord and Savior, we trust and worship you! 

 



Preaching of the Word Rev. John Canales 
 Sermon Text: Acts 21:1–26  When the Hard Way is God’s Way 
 

Prayer of Intercession 
 

 Hymn 609 Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me?  Trinity Hymnal 
 

Why should cross and trial grieve me? 
Christ is near with his cheer; 
Never will he leave me. 
Who can rob me of the heaven 
That God’s Son for my own 
To my faith hath given? 
 
God oft gives me days of gladness; 
Shall I grieve if he give 
Seasons, too, of sadness? 
God is good and tempers ever 
All my ill, and he will 
Wholly leave me never. 
 
Death cannot destroy forever; 
From our fears, cares, and tears 
It will us deliver. 
It will close life’s mournful story, 
Make a way that we may 
Enter heav’nly glory. 
 
Lord, my Shepherd, take me to thee. 
Thou art mine; I was thine, 
Even ere I knew thee. 
I am thine, for thou hast bought me; 
Lost I stood, but thy blood 
Free salvation brought me. 
 
Thou art mine; I love and own thee. 
Light of joy, ne’er shall I 
From my heart dethrone thee. 
Savior, let me soon behold thee 
Face to face; may thy grace 
Evermore enfold me! 



God Communes with Us 
 
 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed  p. 845, Trinity Hymnal 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 The Gloria Patri  (#735) Trinity Hymnal 
 

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen. 

 



The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 

Invitation and Supervision of the Table 1 Corinthians 11:23–29 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding with 
the Lord’s Prayer in unison: 
 
People: Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Words of Institution  Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20 

 
Distribution of the Bread and the Cup 

 



Hymn — During the bread Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Wretched 
Tune: RUF 

 

Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched, 
Weak and wounded, sick and sore; 
Jesus ready stands to save you, 
Full of pity, grace, and power: 
He is able, he is able, 
He is willing, doubt no more. 
 
Come, you needy, come and welcome, 
God’s free bounty glorify; 
True belief and true repentance, 
Every grace that brings you nigh, 
Without money, without money, 
Come to Jesus Christ and buy. 
 
Come, you weary, heavy laden, 
Bruised and broken by the fall; 
If you tarry till you’re better, 
You will never come at all: 
Not the righteous, not the righteous— 
Sinners Jesus came to call. 
 
Let not conscience make you linger, 
Nor of fitness fondly dream; 
All the fitness he requireth 
Is to feel your need of him; 
This he gives you, this he gives you; 
‘Tis the Spirit’s rising beam. 
 
Lo! the incarnate God, ascended, 
Pleads the merit of his blood; 
Venture on him, venture wholly, 
Let no other trust intrude: 
None but Jesus, none but Jesus 
Can do helpless sinners good. 
 
Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched, 
He is willing, doubt no more. 



Scripture Reading — During the cup       John 6:26–27, 35 
 

Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are 
seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate 
your fill of the loaves. Do not labor for the food that perishes, 
but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of 
Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his 
seal… 
 
“I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not 
hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” 

 
Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) 
 

Now may your servant, Lord,  You did for all prepare 
 according to your word, this Gift, so great, so rare, 

 depart in exultation. fulfilling prophets’ story; 
My rest shall be serene,  A Light to show the way 

  for now my eyes have seen to Gentiles gone astray, 
 your wonderful salvation.  and unto Israel’s glory. 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
 



God Commissions and Blesses Us 
 

The Collection of Alms and Tithes 
 

Hymn 94 How Firm a Foundation 
 

How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord,  
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 
What more can he say than to you he has said, 
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
 
“Fear not, I am with you, O be not dismayed; 
For I am your God, and will still give you aid; 
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,  
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 
 
When through the deep waters I cause you to go, 
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;  
For I will be with you, your troubles to bless,  
And sanctify to you your deepest distress. 
 
When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,  
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply; 
The flame shall not hurt you; I only design 
Your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 
 
E’en down to old age all my people shall prove 
My sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love;  
And when hoary hairs shall their temples adorn, 
Like lambs they shall all in my bosom be borne. 
 
The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to his foes; 
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.” 

 

 The Benediction 

 
 Congregation stands as able 

 



Sermon Notes 
Acts 21:1–26 

When the Hard Way is God’s Way 



Welcome to Christ Church OPC 
 

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our 
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love, 
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards 
and place it in the collection plate.  If you desire any additional 
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of 
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our 
community in the name of Christ! 

 

About Our Church 
 

Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant 
Reformation, Christ Church is a congregation of the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church (OPC). We are committed to the Bible as the Word 
of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.  
 

 

 
 

3410 Peters Colony Road ● Flower Mound, Texas 75022 ● 972-355-5892 
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Christ OPC on Twitter ● Christ OPC on Instagram 
 
 

Staff 
Senior Pastor – Rev. John Canales 

Pastor of Outreach – Rev. Miller Ansell 
Chief Musician – Sharon Miller 

Coordinator of Church Ministries – Mary Jo Canales 
 
 

Elders: Rod Alexander, Scott Peterson  
Deacons: Doug Boswell, Leng Ea, Rod Miller 

Diaconal Aide: Adam Grimes 
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