Order for the Public Worship of God

I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you
the whole counsel of God. —Acts 20:27

3 May 2020

Ref lection
Truth does not blush.
— Tertullian
The trouble with some of us is that we have been inoculated with
small doses of Christianity which keep us from catching the real thing.
— Leslie Dixon Weatherhead
Christianity has not been tried and found wanting; it has been found
difficult and not tried.
— Gilbert K. Chesterton
Christianity is a missionary religion, converting, advancing, aggressive,
encompassing the world; a non-missionary church is in the bands of
death.
— Friedrich Max Müller
If a man cannot be a Christian in the place where he is, he cannot be a
Christian anywhere.
— Henry Ward Beecher

We Prepare to Meet with God
Prelude
Holy Spirit, living Breath of God,
Breathe new life into my willing soul;
Bring the presence of the Risen Lord,
To renew my heart and make me whole.
Cause Your Word to come alive in me;
Give me faith for what I cannot see.
Give me passion for Your purity;
Holy Spirit breathe new life in me.
Holy Spirit, come abide within;
May Your joy be seen in all I do.
Love enough to cover ev’ry sin
In each thought and deed and attitude.
Kindness to the greatest and the least;
Gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my striving into works of grace;
Breath of God, show Christ in all I do.
Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth,
Giving life to all that God has made.
Show Your power once again on earth,
Cause Your church to hunger for your ways.
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise;
Lead us on the road of sacrifice,
That in unity the face of Christ
Will be clear for all the world to see.

Holy Spirit

God Calls Us
Trinitarian Confession and Salutation
Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19
All:
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth!
Psalm 124:8
Minister: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Lord!
1 Timothy 1:2b
All:
Amen.

Call to Worship

Psalm 116:12–14, 19b

Minister: What shall I render to the LORD
for all his benefits to me?
All:
I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD,
Minister: I will pay my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all his people.
All:
Praise the LORD!

Hymn 165 Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim Trinity Hymnal
Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim,
And publish abroad his wonderful name;
The name, all victorious, of Jesus extol;
His kingdom is glorious and rules over all.
God ruleth on high, almighty to save;
And still he is nigh — his presence we have.
The great congregation his triumph shall sing,
Ascribing salvation to Jesus, our King.
Salvation to God, who sits on the throne!
Let all cry aloud and honor the Son!
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,
Fall down on their faces and worship the Lamb.
Continues…

Then let us adore, and give him his right,
All glory and power, and wisdom and might,
All honor and blessing, with angels above,
And thanks never ceasing for infinite love.

Prayer of Petition and Adoration

God Cleanses Us
Call to Confession of Sin

Isaiah 1:11–17

“What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?
says the LORD;
I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams
and the fat of well-fed beasts;
I do not delight in the blood of bulls,
or of lambs, or of goats.
“When you come to appear before me,
who has required of you this trampling of my courts?
Bring no more vain offerings;
incense is an abomination to me.
New moon and Sabbath and the calling of convocations—
I cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly.
Your new moons and your appointed feasts
my soul hates;
they have become a burden to me;
I am weary of bearing them.
When you spread out your hands,
I will hide my eyes from you;
even though you make many prayers, I will not listen;
your hands are full of blood.
Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;
remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes;
cease to do evil,
learn to do good;
seek justice,
correct oppression;
bring justice to the fatherless,
plead the widow’s cause.”

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison)
O Lord God! Eternal and Almighty Father!
We confess before your Divine Majesty
that we are miserable sinners, born in corruption and iniquity,
prone to evil, and of ourselves incapable of any good.
We admit that we transgress your holy commandments
in so many ways,
so that we bring on ourselves condemnation and death,
through your righteous judgment.
Our sorrow for having offended you, O Lord, is deep and heartfelt,
and we implore your grace to relieve our wretchedness.
O most gracious God and merciful Father,
be pleased to show us compassion,
in the name of your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Pardon our sins,
give us the spiritual graces of the Holy Spirit,
and increase them day by day;
to the end that,
as we wholeheartedly acknowledge our unworthiness,
and forsake our sins,
we may be filled with that godly sorrow
that works repentance unto salvation,
and may bring forth fruits of righteousness acceptable to you;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness

Isaiah 1:18

“Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord:
though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow;
though they are red like crimson,
they shall become like wool.

The Doxology (#731)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Trinity Hymnal

God Consecrates Us
Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture

2 Chronicles 18

Now Jehoshaphat had great riches and honor, and he made a
marriage alliance with Ahab. 2 After some years he went down to
Ahab in Samaria. And Ahab killed an abundance of sheep and oxen for
him and for the people who were with him, and induced him to go up
against Ramoth-gilead. 3 Ahab king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat king
of Judah, “Will you go with me to Ramoth-gilead?” He answered him,
“I am as you are, my people as your people. We will be with you in the
war.”
4

And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “Inquire first for the word
of the LORD.” 5 Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets
together, four hundred men, and said to them, “Shall we go to battle
against Ramoth-gilead, or shall I refrain?” And they said, “Go up, for
God will give it into the hand of the king.” 6 But Jehoshaphat said, “Is
there not here another prophet of the LORD of whom we may
inquire?” 7 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “There is yet
one man by whom we may inquire of the LORD, Micaiah the son of
Imlah; but I hate him, for he never prophesies good concerning me,
but always evil.” And Jehoshaphat said, “Let not the king say so.”
8
Then the king of Israel summoned an officer and said, “Bring quickly
Micaiah the son of Imlah.” 9 Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat
the king of Judah were sitting on their thrones, arrayed in their robes.
And they were sitting at the threshing floor at the entrance of the
gate of Samaria, and all the prophets were prophesying before them.
10
And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made for himself horns of iron
and said, “Thus says the LORD, ‘With these you shall push the Syrians
until they are destroyed.’” 11 And all the prophets prophesied so and
said, “Go up to Ramoth-gilead and triumph. The LORD will give it into
the hand of the king.”
12

And the messenger who went to summon Micaiah said to him,
“Behold, the words of the prophets with one accord are favorable to
the king. Let your word be like the word of one of them, and speak
favorably.” 13 But Micaiah said, “As the LORD lives, what my God says,
that I will speak.” 14 And when he had come to the king, the king said

to him, “Micaiah, shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I
refrain?” And he answered, “Go up and triumph; they will be given
into your hand.” 15 But the king said to him, “How many times shall I
make you swear that you speak to me nothing but the truth in the
name of the LORD?” 16 And he said, “I saw all Israel scattered on the
mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd. And the LORD said,
‘These have no master; let each return to his home in peace.’” 17 And
the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Did I not tell you that he
would not prophesy good concerning me, but evil?” 18 And Micaiah
said, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on
his throne, and all the host of heaven standing on his right hand and
on his left. 19 And the LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab the king of
Israel, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ And one said one
thing, and another said another. 20 Then a spirit came forward and
stood before the LORD, saying, ‘I will entice him.’ And the LORD said to
him, ‘By what means?’ 21 And he said, ‘I will go out, and will be a lying
spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ And he said, ‘You are to entice
him, and you shall succeed; go out and do so.’ 22 Now therefore
behold, the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouth of these your
prophets. The LORD has declared disaster concerning you.”
23

Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near and struck Micaiah
on the cheek and said, “Which way did the Spirit of the LORD go from
me to speak to you?” 24 And Micaiah said, “Behold, you shall see on
that day when you go into an inner chamber to hide yourself.” 25 And
the king of Israel said, “Seize Micaiah and take him back to Amon the
governor of the city and to Joash the king's son, 26 and say, ‘Thus says
the king, Put this fellow in prison and feed him with meager rations of
bread and water until I return in peace.’” 27 And Micaiah said, “If you
return in peace, the LORD has not spoken by me.” And he said, “Hear,
all you peoples!”
28

So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to
Ramoth-gilead. 29 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I will
disguise myself and go into battle, but you wear your robes.” And the
king of Israel disguised himself, and they went into battle. 30 Now the
king of Syria had commanded the captains of his chariots, “Fight with
neither small nor great, but only with the king of Israel.” 31 As soon as
the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, they said, “It is the king
of Israel.” So they turned to fight against him. And Jehoshaphat cried
out, and the LORD helped him; God drew them away from him. 32 For

as soon as the captains of the chariots saw that it was not the king of
Israel, they turned back from pursuing him. 33 But a certain man drew
his bow at random and struck the king of Israel between the scale
armor and the breastplate. Therefore he said to the driver of his
chariot, “Turn around and carry me out of the battle, for I am
wounded.” 34 And the battle continued that day, and the king of Israel
was propped up in his chariot facing the Syrians until evening. Then at
sunset he died.

Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed

p. 845, Trinity Hymnal

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Gloria Patri (#735)
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

Trinity Hymnal

Hymn 546

The Sands of Time Are Sinking

Trinity Hymnal

The sands of time are sinking, the dawn of Heaven breaks;
The summer morn I’ve sighed for—the fair, sweet morn awakes:
Dark, dark hath been the midnight, but dayspring is at hand,
And glory, glory dwelleth in Emmanuel’s land.
The King there in His beauty, without a veil is seen:
It were a well spent journey, though seven deaths lay between:
The Lamb with His fair army, doth on Mount Zion stand,
And glory, glory dwelleth in Emmanuel’s land.
O Christ, He is the fountain, the deep, sweet well of love!
The streams on earth I’ve tasted more deep I’ll drink above:
There to an ocean fullness His mercy doth expand,
And glory, glory dwelleth in Emmanuel’s land.
The Bride eyes not her garment, but her dear Bridegroom’s face;
I will not gaze at glory but on my King of grace.
Not at the crown He giveth but on His pierced hand;
The Lamb is all the glory of Emmanuel’s land.

Preaching of the Word
Rev. John Canales
Sermon Text: Acts 19:1–10 A Pattern for Life and Ministry
1

And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through
the inland country and came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples.
2
And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you
believed?” And they said, “No, we have not even heard that there is a
Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They
said, “Into John’s baptism.” 4 And Paul said, “John baptized with the
baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was
to come after him, that is, Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized
in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands on
them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues
and prophesying. 7 There were about twelve men in all.
8

And he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly,
reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God. 9 But when
some became stubborn and continued in unbelief, speaking evil of the
Way before the congregation, he withdrew from them and took the
disciples with him, reasoning daily in the hall of Tyrannus. 10 This
continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia heard the word
of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.

Prayer of Intercession
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding
with the Lord’s Prayer in unison:
People: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

God Commissions and Blesses Us
Hymn

I Love to Tell the Story

I love to tell the story of unseen things above,
of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story, because I know ‘tis true;
It satisfies my longings as nothing else can do.
I love to tell the story, ‘twill be my theme in glory
to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story; more wonderful it seems
than all the golden fancies of all our golden dreams.
I love to tell the story, it did so much for me;
and that is just the reason I tell it now to thee.
I love to tell the story, ‘twill be my theme in glory
to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story; ‘tis pleasant to repeat
what seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet.
I love to tell the story, for some have never heard
the message of salvation from God’s own Holy Word.
I love to tell the story, ‘twill be my theme in glory
to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story; for those who know it best
seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest.
And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song,
‘twill be the old, old story, that I have loved so long.
I love to tell the story, ‘twill be my theme in glory
to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.

The Benediction
Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)
Now may your servant, Lord,
according to your word,
depart in exultation.
My rest shall be serene,
for now my eyes have seen
your wonderful salvation.

You did for all prepare
this Gift, so great, so rare,
fulfilling prophets’ story;
A Light to show the way
to Gentiles gone astray,
and unto Israel’s glory.

Welcome to Christ Church OPC
We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love,
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ.
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards
and place it in the collection plate. If you desire any additional
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our
community in the name of Christ!
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