Order for the Public Worship of God

I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you
the whole counsel of God. —Acts 20:27

26 April 2020

Ref lection
We need to learn to set our course by the stars, not by the lights of every
passing ship.
— Author unknown
It is not necessary that we should discover new ideas in our meditation.
It is sufficient, and far more important, if the Word, as we read and
understand it, penetrates and dwells within us.
— Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Life Together
The more at home the Word of God is among us, the more we shall bring
about faith and its fruits.
— Philip Jakob Spener
Pious Longings

We Prepare to Meet with God
Prelude
Gracious Spirit, dwell with me,
I would gracious be;
help me now Thy grace to see,
I would be like Thee;
and, with words that help and heal,
Thy life would mine reveal;
and, with actions, bold and meek
for Christ my Savior speak.
Truthful Spirit, dwell with me,
I would truthful be;
help me now Thy truth to see,
I would be like Thee;
and, with wisdom kind and clear,
Thy life in mine appear;
and, with actions lovingly,
speak Christ’s sincerity.
Holy Spirit, dwell with me,
I would holy be;
show thy mercy tenderly,
make me more like thee;
separate from sin I would
and cherish all things good,
and whatever I can be
give Him who gave me Thee.
Mighty Spirit, dwell with me,
I would mighty be,
help me now thy power to see,
I would be like Thee;
’gainst all weapons hell can wield,
be Thou my strength and shield;
let Thy Word my weapon be,
Lord, Thine the victory.

Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me

God Calls Us
Trinitarian Confession and Salutation
Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19
All:
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth!
Psalm 124:8
Minister: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. Jude 2
All:
Amen.

Call to Worship

Psalm 113:1–3

Minister: Praise the LORD!
All:
Praise, O servants of the LORD,
praise the name of the LORD!
Minister: Blessed be the name of the LORD
from this time forth and forevermore!
All:
From the rising of the sun to the setting of the same,
the name of the LORD is to be praised!

Hymn 111

This is My Father’s World

Trinity Hymnal

This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears,
All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.
This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the wonders wrought.
This is my Father’s world, the birds their carols raise,
The morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker’s praise.
This is my Father’s world: He shines in all that’s fair;
In the rustling grass I hear him pass, he speaks to me everywhere.
This is my Father’s world, O let me ne’er forget
that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father’s world: the battle is not done;
Jesus who died shall be satisfied, and earth and heav’n be one.

Prayer of Petition and Adoration

God Cleanses Us
Call to Confession of Sin

Hebrews 4:14–16

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For
we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we
are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in
time of need.

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison)
Holy and merciful God,
in your presence we confess
our sinfulness, our shortcomings,
and our offenses against you.
You alone know how often we have sinned
in wandering from your ways,
in wasting your gifts,
in forgetting your love.
Have mercy on us, O Lord,
for we are ashamed and sorry
for all we have done to displease you.
Forgive our sins,
and help us to live in your light
and walk in your ways,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness

Rom. 5:8; Col. 1:13–14; Rom. 5:1

God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us … He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins … Therefore, since we have been
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ.

The Doxology (#731)

Trinity Hymnal

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

God Consecrates Us
Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture

2 Chronicles 34

1

Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned
thirty-one years in Jerusalem. 2 And he did what was right in the eyes
of the LORD, and walked in the ways of David his father; and he did
not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 3 For in the eighth year
of his reign, while he was yet a boy, he began to seek the God of
David his father, and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah
and Jerusalem of the high places, the Asherim, and the carved and
the metal images. 4 And they chopped down the altars of the Baals in
his presence, and he cut down the incense altars that stood above
them. And he broke in pieces the Asherim and the carved and the
metal images, and he made dust of them and scattered it over the
graves of those who had sacrificed to them. 5 He also burned the
bones of the priests on their altars and cleansed Judah and
Jerusalem. 6 And in the cities of Manasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon, and
as far as Naphtali, in their ruins all around, 7 he broke down the altars
and beat the Asherim and the images into powder and cut down all
the incense altars throughout all the land of Israel. Then he returned
to Jerusalem.
8

Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had cleansed the
land and the house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, and
Maaseiah the governor of the city, and Joah the son of Joahaz, the
recorder, to repair the house of the LORD his God. 9 They came to
Hilkiah the high priest and gave him the money that had been
brought into the house of God, which the Levites, the keepers of the
threshold, had collected from Manasseh and Ephraim and from all
the remnant of Israel and from all Judah and Benjamin and from the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10 And they gave it to the workmen who

were working in the house of the LORD. And the workmen who were
working in the house of the LORD gave it for repairing and restoring
the house. 11 They gave it to the carpenters and the builders to buy
quarried stone, and timber for binders and beams for the buildings
that the kings of Judah had let go to ruin. 12 And the men did the
work faithfully. Over them were set Jahath and Obadiah the Levites,
of the sons of Merari, and Zechariah and Meshullam, of the sons of
the Kohathites, to have oversight. The Levites, all who were skillful
with instruments of music, 13 were over the burden-bearers and
directed all who did work in every kind of service, and some of the
Levites were scribes and officials and gatekeepers.
14

While they were bringing out the money that had been brought
into the house of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the
Law of the LORD given through Moses. 15 Then Hilkiah answered and
said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the Book of the Law in
the house of the LORD.” And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan.
16
Shaphan brought the book to the king, and further reported to the
king, “All that was committed to your servants they are doing. 17 They
have emptied out the money that was found in the house of the
LORD and have given it into the hand of the overseers and the
workmen.” 18 Then Shaphan the secretary told the king, “Hilkiah the
priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read from it before the
king.
19

And when the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his clothes.
And the king commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam the son of Shaphan,
Abdon the son of Micah, Shaphan the secretary, and Asaiah the
king's servant, saying, 21 “Go, inquire of the LORD for me and for those
who are left in Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of the book
that has been found. For great is the wrath of the LORD that is
poured out on us, because our fathers have not kept the word of the
LORD, to do according to all that is written in this book.”
20

22

So Hilkiah and those whom the king had sent went to Huldah the
prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tokhath, son of Hasrah,
keeper of the wardrobe (now she lived in Jerusalem in the Second
Quarter) and spoke to her to that effect. 23 And she said to them,
“Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: ‘Tell the man who sent you to
me, 24 Thus says the LORD, Behold, I will bring disaster upon this place
and upon its inhabitants, all the curses that are written in the book

that was read before the king of Judah. 25 Because they have
forsaken me and have made offerings to other gods, that they might
provoke me to anger with all the works of their hands, therefore my
wrath will be poured out on this place and will not be quenched.
26
But to the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, thus
shall you say to him, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Regarding
the words that you have heard, 27 because your heart was tender and
you humbled yourself before God when you heard his words against
this place and its inhabitants, and you have humbled yourself before
me and have torn your clothes and wept before me, I also have
heard you, declares the LORD. 28 Behold, I will gather you to your
fathers, and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace, and your
eyes shall not see all the disaster that I will bring upon this place and
its inhabitants.’” And they brought back word to the king.
29
Then the king sent and gathered together all the elders of Judah
and Jerusalem. 30 And the king went up to the house of the LORD,
with all the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the
priests and the Levites, all the people both great and small. And he
read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant that
had been found in the house of the LORD. 31 And the king stood in his
place and made a covenant before the LORD, to walk after the LORD
and to keep his commandments and his testimonies and his statutes,
with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of the
covenant that were written in this book. 32 Then he made all who
were present in Jerusalem and in Benjamin join in it. And the
inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the covenant of God, the
God of their fathers. 33 And Josiah took away all the abominations
from all the territory that belonged to the people of Israel and made
all who were present in Israel serve the LORD their God. All his days
they did not turn away from following the LORD, the God of their
fathers.

Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed

p. 845, Trinity Hymnal

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Gloria Patri (#735)
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

Trinity Hymnal

Hymn 141

God, In the Gospel of His Son

God, in the gospel of his Son,
makes his eternal counsels known;
where love in all its glory shines,
and truth is drawn in fairest lines.
Here sinners of a humble frame
may taste his grace, and learn his name;
may read, in characters of blood,
the wisdom, pow’r, and grace of God.
The pris’ner here may break his chains;
the weary rest from all his pains;
the captive feel his bondage cease;
the mourner find the way of peace.
Here faith reveals to mortal eyes
a brighter world beyond the skies;
here shines the light which guides our way
from earth to realms of endless day.
O grant us grace, almighty Lord,
to read and mark your holy Word;
its truths with meekness to receive,
and by its holy precepts live.

Trinity Hymnal

Preaching of the Word
Sermon Text: Acts 18:23–19:7 Getting It Right

Rev. John Canales

23

After spending some time there, he departed and went from one
place to the next through the region of Galatia and Phrygia,
strengthening all the disciples.
24

Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to
Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures. 25 He
had been instructed in the way of the Lord. And being fervent in
spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus,
though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak
boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him,
they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more
accurately. 27 And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brothers
encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him. When
he arrived, he greatly helped those who through grace had believed,
28
for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the
Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.
19:1

And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed
through the inland country and came to Ephesus. There he found
some disciples. 2 And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy
Spirit when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not even
heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were
you baptized?” They said, “Into John's baptism.” 4 And Paul said,
“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to
believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.” 5 On
hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And
when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them,
and they began speaking in tongues and prophesying. 7 There were
about twelve men in all.

Prayer of Intercession
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer,
concluding with the Lord’s Prayer in unison:
People: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

God Commissions and Blesses Us
Hymn 529

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Trinity Hymnal
Tune: HYFRYDOL

Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven to earth come down;
Fix in us thy humble dwelling;
All thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love thou art;
Visit us with thy salvation;
Enter every trembling heart.
Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit,
Into every troubled breast!
Let us all in thee inherit;
Let us find the promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its Beginning,
Set our hearts at liberty.

Come, Almighty to deliver,
Let us all thy life receive;
Suddenly return and never,
Never more thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve thee as thy hosts above,
Pray and praise thee without ceasing,
Glory in thy perfect love.
Finish, then, thy new creation;
Pure and spotless let us be.
Let us see thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in thee;
Changed from glory into glory,
Till in heaven we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise.

The Benediction
Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)
Now may your servant, Lord,
according to your word,
depart in exultation.
My rest shall be serene,
for now my eyes have seen
your wonderful salvation.

You did for all prepare
this Gift, so great, so rare,
fulfilling prophets’ story;
A Light to show the way
to Gentiles gone astray,
and unto Israel’s glory.

Welcome to Christ Church OPC
We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love,
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ.
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards
and place it in the collection plate. If you desire any additional
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our
community in the name of Christ!
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