Order for the Public Worship of God

I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you
the whole counsel of God. —Acts 20:27
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Ref lection
With this cup were the martyrs inebriated, when, going forth to their
passion, they recognized not those that belonged to them; not their
weeping wife, not their children, not their relations; while they gave
thanks and said, "I will take the cup of salvation!"
— Augustine
The heavenly shepherd had omitted nothing which might contribute
to make him live happily under his care.
— John Calvin

We Prepare to Meet with God
Prelude

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
Tune: KINGSFOLD

I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“Come unto me and rest;
Lay down, O weary one, lay down
your head upon my breast.”
I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary and worn and sad;
I found in him a resting place,
And he has made me glad.
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“Behold, I freely give
The living water, thirsty one,
Stoop down and drink, and live.”
I came to Jesus, and I drank
Of that life-giving stream;
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
And now I live in him.
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“I am this dark world’s Light;
Look unto me, your morn shall rise,
And all your day be bright.”
I looked to Jesus and I found
In him my Star, my Sun;
And in that light of life I’ll walk,
Till traveling days are done.

God Calls Us
Trinitarian Confession and Salutation
Minister:

We are gathered in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19
All:
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth!
Psalm 124:8
Minister: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Lord!
1 Timothy 1:2b
All:
Amen.

Call to Worship

Psalm 100

Minister: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve
the LORD with gladness!
All:
Come into his presence with singing!
Know that the LORD, he is God!
Minister: It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
All:
Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!
Minister: For the LORD is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.

Hymn 6

O Come, My Soul, Bless Thou the Lord Trinity Hymnal

O come, my soul, bless thou the Lord thy maker,
and all within me bless his holy name;
bless thou the Lord, forget not all his mercies,
his pard’ning grace and saving love proclaim.
Bless him for ever, wondrous in might,
Bless him, his servants that in his will delight.
Good is the Lord and full of kind compassion,
most slow to anger, plenteous in love;
rich is his grace to all that humbly seek him,
boundless and endless as the heav’ns above.
Bless him for ever, wondrous in might,
Bless him, his servants that in his will delight.
His love is like a father’s to his children,
tender and kind to all who fear his name;
for well he knows our weakness and our frailty,
he knows that we are dust, he knows our frame.
Bless him for ever, wondrous in might,
Bless him, his servants that in his will delight.
We fade and die like flow’rs that grow in beauty,
like tender grass that soon will disappear;
but evermore the love of God is changeless,
still shown to those who look to him in fear.
Bless him for ever, wondrous in might,
Bless him, his servants that in his will delight.
High in the heav’ns his throne is fixed for ever,
his kingdom rules o’er all from pole to pole;
bless ye the Lord through all his wide dominion,
bless his most holy name, O thou my soul.
Bless him for ever, wondrous in might,
Bless him, his servants that in his will delight.

Prayer of Petition and Adoration

God Cleanses Us
Call to Confession of Sin

Isaiah 53:6

All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned—every one—to his own way.

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison)
Our Lord we have set our affections on things that are earthly
when they should have been set on things that are heavenly
where our treasure is and where Christ sits at your right hand.
We have followed after lying vanities
and forsaken our own mercies,
we have forsaken the fountain of living waters
for broken cisterns that hold no water.
We have panted after sin,
we have been concerned with what we should eat,
and what we should drink,
and what we should wear,
the very things that the world seeks after.
We have lifted up our souls to vanity
and set our eyes on things that have no lasting value,
thus forgetting eternal matters.
Forgive us now we plead,
by the blood of Christ we come before you,
for we have no other plea.
It’s in Jesus name we pray, Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness

Isaiah 53:4–7

Surely he has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows;
yet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted.
But he was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned—every one—to his own way;
and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he opened not his mouth.

The Doxology (#731)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Trinity Hymnal

God Consecrates Us
Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture

John 10:1–21

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the
door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber.
2
But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him
the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own
sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his
own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know
his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him,
for they do not know the voice of strangers.”
6
This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them. 7 So Jesus again said to
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who
came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen
to them.
9
I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will
go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill
and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 11 I
am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees,
and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he
is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
14
I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me,
15
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down
my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this
fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there
will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves
me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18 No one
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority
to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I
have received from my Father.”
19
There was again a division among the Jews because of these
words. 20 Many of them said, “He has a demon, and is insane; why
listen to him?” 21 Others said, “These are not the words of one who is
oppressed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”

Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed

p. 845, Trinity Hymnal

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Gloria Patri (#735)
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

Trinity Hymnal

Hymn 86

The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want Trinity Hymnal

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want;
He makes me down to lie
in pastures green; he leadeth me
the quiet waters by.
He leadeth me, he leadeth me
the quiet waters by.
My soul he doth restore again;
and me to walk doth make
within the paths of righteousness,
e’en for his own name’s sake;
within the paths of righteousness,
e’en for his own name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,
yet will I fear none ill,
for thou art with me; and thy rod
and staff me comfort still;
for thou art with me, and thy rod
and staff me comfort still.
My table thou hast furnished
in presence of my foes;
my head thou dost with oil anoint,
and my cup overflows.
My head thou dost with oil anoint,
and my cup overflows.
Goodness and mercy all my life
shall surely follow me:
and in God’s house forevermore
my dwelling place shall be;
and in God’s house forevermore
my dwelling place shall be.

Preaching of the Word
Sermon Text: Psalm 23
1
2

3
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Rev. Miller Ansell
The Sheep’s Confidence in Christ’s Care

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.
He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Prayer of Intercession
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer,
concluding with the Lord’s Prayer in unison:
People: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

God Commissions and Blesses Us
Hymn 599

Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us

Savior, like a shepherd lead us,
Much we need thy tender care;
In thy pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use thy folds prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us thine we are.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us thine we are.
We are thine, do thou befriend us,
Be the guardian of our way;
Keep thy flock, from sin defend us,
Seek us when we go astray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Hear, O hear us when we pray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us thine we are.
Thou hast promised to receive us,
Poor and sinful though we be;
Thou hast mercy to relieve us,
Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Let us early turn to thee.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us thine we are.
Early let us seek thy favor,
Early let us do thy will;
Blessed Lord and only Savior,
With thy love our bosoms fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us thine we are.

Trinity Hymnal

The Benediction
Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)
Now may your servant, Lord,
according to your word,
depart in exultation.
My rest shall be serene,
for now my eyes have seen
your wonderful salvation.

You did for all prepare
this Gift, so great, so rare,
fulfilling prophets’ story;
A Light to show the way
to Gentiles gone astray,
and unto Israel’s glory.

Welcome to Christ Church OPC
We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love,
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ.
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards
and place it in the collection plate. If you desire any additional
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our
community in the name of Christ!
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