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Ref lection 
 

Then we come to the strangest story of all, the story of the Resurrection. 
It is very necessary to get the story clear. I heard a man say, ‘The 
importance of the Resurrection is that it gives evidence of survival, 
evidence that the human personality survives death.’ On that view what 
happened to Christ would be what had always happened to all men, the 
difference being that in Christ’s case we were privileged to see it 
happening. This is certainly not what the earliest Christian writers 
thought. Something perfectly new in the history of the Universe had 
happened. Christ had defeated death. The door which had always been 
locked had for the very first time been forced open. This is something 
quite distinct from mere ghost-survival. I don’t mean that they 
disbelieved in ghost-survival. On the contrary, they believed in it so firmly 
that, on more than one occasion, Christ had had to assure them that He 
was not a ghost. The point is that while believing in survival they yet 
regarded the Resurrection as something totally different and new. The 
Resurrection narratives are not a picture of survival after death; they 
record how a totally new mode of being has arisen in the Universe. 
Something new had appeared in the Universe: as new as the first coming 
of organic life. This Man, after death, does not get divided into ‘ghost’ 
and ‘corpse’. A new mode of being has arisen. That is the story. What are 
we going to make of it? 

— C.S. Lewis 
 “What Are We to Make of Jesus Christ” 

God in the Dock 
 

If Paul calls death the “last enemy” (1 Cor 15:26), then the opposite is also 
true: that the risen Christ, and with him the resurrection hope, must be 
declared to be the enemy of death and of a world that puts up with 
death. That is why faith, wherever it develops into hope, causes not rest 
but unrest, not patience but impatience… Those who hope in Christ can 
no longer put up with reality as it is. 

— Jürgen Moltmann 
Theology of Hope 



We Prepare to Meet with God 
 
Prelude              Christ Is Risen Today 

 
Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
Unto Christ our heav’nly King, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 
But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
Now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
Praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
Praise him, all ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 
 
 

 



God Calls Us 
  

Trinitarian Confession and Salutation 
 

Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,  
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Matthew 28:19 
All: Our help is in the name of the LORD,  
 who made heaven and earth! Psalm 124:8 

Minister: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.  Jude 2  

All: Amen. 
 

Call to Worship Psalm 57:8–11 
 

Awake, my soul! Awake, O harp and lyre! 
 I will awake the dawn.  
I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; 
 I will sing praises to you among the nations.  
For your steadfast love is as high as the heavens; 
 your faithfulness extends to the clouds.   
Be exalted, O God, above the heavens. 
 Let your glory be over all the earth. NRSV 
 
Minister: Alleluia! Christ is risen!                     Luke 24:34 
All: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Minister: Alleluia! Christ our Passover Lamb                   1 Cor. 5:7–8 
 is sacrificed for us;    
All: therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 



 Hymn 274 Thine Be the Glory Trinity Hymnal 
 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
endless is the victory, thou o’er death hast won; 
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,  
kept the folded grave clothes, where thy body lay. 
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
endless is the vict’ry, thou o’er death hast won. 
 
Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
let the church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing, 
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting. 
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
endless is the vict’ry, thou o’er death hast won. 
 
No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conqu’rors, thro’ thy deathless love: 
bring us safe thro’ Jordan to thy home above. 
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
endless is the vict’ry, thou o’er death hast won. 

 

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration 
 



God Cleanses Us 
 

Call to Confession of Sin Isaiah 55:7 
 

Let the wicked forsake his way,  
 and the unrighteous man his thoughts;  
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 
 and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.  
 

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison) 
 

Almighty God, you raised Jesus from the grave, 
shattered the power of sin and death 
and crowned him Lord of all. 

We confess that we have not bowed before him 
or acknowledged his rule in our lives. 

We have gone along with the way of the world 
and failed to give him glory. 

 

Forgive us and raise us from sin, 
that we may be your faithful people, 
obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who rules the world and is head of the Church, his body. Amen. 

 

 Declaration of Forgiveness                Colossians 2:13–15 
 
Although you were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, God made you alive together with him, having forgiven us 
all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against 
us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. He 
disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by 
triumphing over them through the cross. 

 
 The Doxology  (#731) Trinity Hymnal 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav’nly host: 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 



God Consecrates Us 
 
 Prayer for Illumination 
 

 Reading of Scripture Isaiah 25:1–9 
 

1 O LORD, you are my God; 
  I will exalt you; I will praise your name, 
 for you have done wonderful things, 
  plans formed of old, faithful and sure.  
2 For you have made the city a heap, 
  the fortified city a ruin; 
 the foreigners’ palace is a city no more; 
  it will never be rebuilt.  
3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; 
  cities of ruthless nations will fear you.  
4 For you have been a stronghold to the poor, 
  a stronghold to the needy in his distress, 
  a shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat; 
 for the breath of the ruthless is like a storm against a wall,  
5  like heat in a dry place. 
 You subdue the noise of the foreigners; 
  as heat by the shade of a cloud, 
  so the song of the ruthless is put down.  
6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 
  of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.  
7 And he will swallow up on this mountain 
  the [shroud] that is cast over all peoples, 
  the veil that is spread over all nations.  
8  He will swallow up death forever; 
 and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 
  and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
  for the LORD has spoken.  
9 It will be said on that day, 
  “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, 
  that he might save us. 
  This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

 

 



John 20 
 
1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been 
taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other 
disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4 Both of them were 
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached 
the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying 
there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, 
and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the 
face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who 
had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 
9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise 
from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes. 
 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she 
stooped to look into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, 
sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at 
the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She 
said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid him.” 14 Having said this, she turned around and 
saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in 
Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do 
not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to 
my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had 
said these things to her. 
 
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors 
being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 



Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I 
am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it 
is withheld.” 
 
24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with 
them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have 
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the 
mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and 
place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
 
26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your 
hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 
28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 
which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name. 
 

  



Affirmation of Faith: Nicene Creed  p. 846, Trinity Hymnal 
 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of his Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; 
by whom all things were made; 
who for us and for our salvation 
came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, 
and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered and was buried; 
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory, 
to judge both the living and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end. 

 
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life; 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
who with the Father and Son together is worshiped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets; 
and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church; 
we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 
and we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 The Gloria Patri  (#735) Trinity Hymnal 

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen. 



 Hymn 277 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today Trinity Hymnal 
 

“Christ the Lord is risen today,” Alleluia! 
Sons of men and angels say; Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high; Alleluia! 
Sing ye heav’ns, and earth, reply: Alleluia! 
 
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Alleluia! 
Christ has burst the gates of hell: Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids his rise; Alleluia! 
Christ hath opened Paradise. Alleluia! 
 
Lives again our glorious King; Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
Once he died, our souls to save; Alleluia! 
Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia! 
 
Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
Following our exalted Head; Alleluia! 
Made like him, like him we rise: Alleluia! 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. Alleluia! 
 
Hail, the Lord of earth and heav’n! Alleluia! 
Praise to thee by both be giv’n; Alleluia! 
Thee we greet triumphant now; Alleluia! 
Hail, the Resurrection Thou! Alleluia! 



Preaching of the Word Rev. John Canales 
 Sermon Text: Acts 10:34–43  Why the Resurrection? 

 
34 Peter began: ‘I now understand how true it is that God has no 
favorites, 35 but that in every nation those who are god-fearing and 
do what is right are acceptable to him. 36 He sent his word to the 
Israelites and gave the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, 
who is Lord of all. 37 I need not tell you what has happened lately all 
over the land of the Jews, starting from Galilee after the baptism 
proclaimed by John. 38 You know how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. Because God was with 
him he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed 
by the devil. 39 And we can bear witness to all that he did in the 
Jewish countryside and in Jerusalem. They put him to death, hanging 
him on a tree; 40 but God raised him to life on the third day, and 
allowed him to be clearly seen, 41 not by the whole people, but by 
witnesses whom God had chosen in advance — by us, who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to 
proclaim him to the people, and affirm that he is the one designated 
by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 It is to him that all the 
prophets testify, declaring that everyone who trusts in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.’ REB 

 

Referred to in the sermon Ephesians 2:11–18 

11 Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the 
uncircumcision” by those who are called “the circumcision” — a 
physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands —  
12 remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world 13 But now in 
Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by 
the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made 
both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, 
the hostility between us. 15 He has abolished the law with its 
commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one 
new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16 and might 
reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus 
putting to death that hostility through it. 17 So he came and 
proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 
were near; 18 for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to 
the Father. NRSV 



Prayer of Intercession 
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, 
concluding with the Lord’s Prayer in unison: 
 

People: Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 



God Commissions and Blesses Us 
 

Hymn 276 Up from the Grave He Arose Trinity Hymnal 
 

Low in the grave he lay— 
Jesus, my Saviour, 
Waiting the coming day— 
Jesus, my Lord. 
 

Up from the grave he arose 
With a mighty triumph o’er his foes. 
He arose a victor from the dark domain, 
And he lives for ever with his saints to reign. 
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose! 
 

Vainly they watch his bed— 
Jesus, my Saviour; 
Vainly they seal the dead— 
Jesus, my Lord. 
 
Up from the grave he arose 
With a mighty triumph o’er his foes. 
He arose a victor from the dark domain, 
And he lives for ever with his saints to reign. 
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose! 
 

Death cannot keep his prey— 
Jesus, my Saviour; 
He tore the bars away— 
Jesus, my Lord. 
 
Up from the grave he arose 
With a mighty triumph o’er his foes. 
He arose a victor from the dark domain, 
And he lives for ever with his saints to reign. 
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose! 

 



 The Benediction 
 

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) 
 

Now may your servant, Lord,  You did for all prepare 
 according to your word, this Gift, so great, so rare, 

 depart in exultation. fulfilling prophets’ story; 
My rest shall be serene,  A Light to show the way 

  for now my eyes have seen to Gentiles gone astray, 
 your wonderful salvation.  and unto Israel’s glory. 

 
 



Welcome to Christ Church OPC 
 

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our 
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love, 
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards 
and place it in the collection plate.  If you desire any additional 
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of 
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our 
community in the name of Christ! 

 

About Our Church 
 

Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant 
Reformation, Christ Church is a congregation of the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church (OPC). We are committed to the Bible as the Word 
of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.  
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