Order for the Public Worship of God

I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you
the whole counsel of God. —Acts 20:27
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Ref lection
‘What are we to make of Christ?’ There is no question of what we can
make of Him, it is entirely a question of what He intends to make of us.
You must accept or reject the story.
The things He says are very different from what any other teacher has
said. Others say, ‘This is the truth about the Universe. This is the way you
ought to go,’ but He says, ‘I am the Truth, and the Way, and the Life.’ He
says, ‘No man can reach absolute reality, except through Me. Try to retain
your own life and you will be inevitably ruined. Give yourself away and you
will be saved.’ He says, ‘If you are ashamed of Me, if, when you hear this
call, you turn the other way, I also will look the other way when I come
again as God without disguise. If anything whatever is keeping you from
God and from Me, whatever it is, throw it away. If it is your eye, pull it out.
If it is your hand, cut it off. If you put yourself first you will be last. Come to
Me everyone who is carrying a heavy load, I will set that right. Your sins, all
of them, are wiped out. I can do that. I am Re-birth, I am Life. Eat Me, drink
Me, I am your Food. And finally, do not be afraid, I have overcome the
whole Universe.’ That is the issue.
— C. S. Lewis
“What Are We to Make of Jesus Christ”
God in the Dock
I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that
people often say about Him: “I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral
teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.” That is the one thing we
must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort things Jesus
said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic—on
a level I with the man who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be
the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is,
the Son of God: or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him
up for a fool. You can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at
His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any
patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not
left that open to us. He did not intend to.
— C. S. Lewis
Mere Christianity

We Prepare to Meet with God
Prelude
O sacred Head, now wounded,
with grief and shame weighed down;
now scornfully surrounded
with thorns, thine only crown;
O sacred Head, what glory,
what bliss till now was thine!
Yet, though despised and gory,
I joy to call thee mine.
What thou, my Lord, hast suffered
was all for sinners’ gain:
mine, mine was the transgression,
but thine the deadly pain.
Lo, here I fall, my Savior!
‘Tis I deserve thy place;
Look on me with thy favor,
vouchsafe to me thy grace.
What language shall I borrow
to thank thee, dearest Friend,
for this thy dying sorrow,
thy pity without end?
O make me thine forever;
and should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never
outlive my love to thee.

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

God Calls Us
Trinitarian Confession and Salutation
Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19
All:
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth!
Psalm 124:8
Minister: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Lord!
1 Timothy 1:2b
All:
Amen.

Call to Worship

Psalm 145:1–3, 10–13

Minister: I will extol you, my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
All:
Every day I will bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.
Minister: Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised,
and his greatness is unsearchable.
All:
All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,
and all your saints shall bless you!
Minister: They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,
and tell of your power, to make known to the children
of man your mighty deeds,
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
All:
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and your dominion endures throughout all generations.

Hymn 235

All Glory, Laud, and Honor

All glory, laud, and honor
to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring!
Thou art the King of Israel,
thou David’s royal Son,
who in the Lord’s name cometh,
the King and Blessed One!
The people of the Hebrews
with palms before thee went;
Our praise and prayer and anthems
before thee we present:
To thee, before thy passion,
they sang their hymns of praise;
To thee, now high exalted,
our melody we raise.
Thou didst accept their praises;
accept the prayers we bring,
who in all good delightest,
thou good and gracious King.
All glory, laud, and honor
to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring!

Prayer of Petition and Adoration

Trinity Hymnal

God Cleanses Us
Call to Confession of Sin

Isaiah 45:22–23

Turn to me and be saved,
all the ends of the earth!
For I am God, and there is no other.
By myself I have sworn;
from my mouth has gone out in righteousness
a word that shall not return:
“To me every knee shall bow,
every tongue shall swear allegiance.”

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison)
Great Triune God,
we turn to you,
acknowledging that you are God
and that there is no other.
We confess that we have been guilty
of idolatry and of rebellion.
We have bowed to created things
rather than to you, our Creator;
we have been half-hearted
in our allegiance to you, the great King of Kings.
Even while shouting “Hosanna,”
we have attempted to control you,
to make you the kind of king
that we imagine suits us best,
instead of submitting gratefully
to your righteous and merciful rule over us.
For these and other sins we cry to you for mercy.
We base our hope only on the redeeming work
of our sovereign King of love,
the Lord Jesus Christ, who made us his people
by shedding his blood for us on the cross. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness

1 Timothy 1:15–17

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the
foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the
foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an
example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. To the
King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory
forever and ever.

The Doxology (#731)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Trinity Hymnal

God Consecrates Us
Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture
8

2 Samuel 7:8–16

“Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says
the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the
sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9 And I have
been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies
from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name
of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my
people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own
place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them
no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over
my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies.
Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a
house. 12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your
fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from
your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house
for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.
14
I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he
commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the
stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast love will not depart
from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you.
16
And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever
before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’”

Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed

p. 845, Trinity Hymnal

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Gloria Patri (#735)
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

Trinity Hymnal

Hymn 254

Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed

Trinity Hymnal

Alas! and did my Savior bleed, and did my Sovereign die!
Would he devote that sacred head for such a worm as I!
Was it for crimes that I had done he groaned upon the tree!
Amazing pity! Grace unknown! And love beyond degree!
Well might the sun in darkness hide, and shut his glories in,
When Christ, the mighty Maker, died for man the creature’s sin.
Thus might I hide my blushing face while his dear cross appears;
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, and melt mine eyes in tears.
But drops of grief can ne’er repay the debt of love I owe;
Here, Lord, I give myself away, ‘til all that I can do.

Preaching of the Word
Sermon Text:
Mark 11:1–11

Rev. John Canales
A King on a Cross

1

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and
Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2 and
said to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately as
you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat.
Untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’
say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’”
4

And they went away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the
street, and they untied it. 5 And some of those standing there said to
them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?”
6

And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go.
And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and
he sat on it. 8 And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others
spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. 9 And those
who went before and those who followed were shouting,
“Hosanna!
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
10
“Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!
“Hosanna in the highest!”
7

11

And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he
had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out
to Bethany with the twelve.

Prayer of Intercession
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer,
concluding with the Lord’s Prayer in unison:
People: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

God Commissions and Blesses Us
Psalm 110

Trinity Psalter

Jehovah to my Lord has said,
“Sit Thou at My right hand
Until I make Thy foes a stool
Whereon Thy feet may stand.”
Jehovah shall from Zion send
The scepter of Thy power.
In battle with Thine enemies
Be Thou the conqueror.
A willing people in Thy day
Of power shall come to Thee.
Thy youth arrayed in holiness
Like morning dew shall be.
Jehovah swore, and from His oath
He never will depart:
“Of th’order of Melchizedek
A priest Thou ever art.”
The Lord at Thy right hand shall smite
Earth’s rulers in His wrath.
Among the nations He shall judge;
The slain shall fill His path.
In many lands He’ll overthrow
Their kings with ruin dread;
And, marching, He’ll drink from the brook
And so lift up His head.

The Benediction
Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)
Now may your servant, Lord,
according to your word,
depart in exultation.
My rest shall be serene,
for now my eyes have seen
your wonderful salvation.

You did for all prepare
this Gift, so great, so rare,
fulfilling prophets’ story;
A Light to show the way
to Gentiles gone astray,
and unto Israel’s glory.

Welcome to Christ Church OPC
We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love,
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ.
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards
and place it in the collection plate. If you desire any additional
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our
community in the name of Christ!
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