Order for the Public Worship of God

I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you
the whole counsel of God. —Acts 20:27

19 January 2020

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent;
for here we meet with a holy God.
Before the service, speak to the Lord;
during the service, let the Lord speak to you;
after the service, speak to one another.

About Receiving Communion
All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in
Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace
of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the
meaning of the Gospel.
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they
have made a profession of faith and have been received as communing
members by the church to which their parents belong.
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s Supper
to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 1 Cor 10:16;
11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of conscience, you
are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is provided in the
center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are available for those
who cannot eat bread.

Nursery today:
Next Sunday:

Mary Jo Canales
Audrey Ansell
Amanda Grimes
Greyson Ea

Ref lection
Terrible things are happening to me. The “Spirit” or “Real I” is showing
an alarming tendency to become much more personal and is taking the
offensive, and behaving just like God. You’d better come on Monday at
the latest or I may have entered a monastery.
— C. S. Lewis
Letters of C. S. Lewis, (1930?)
I have just passed on from believing in God to definitely believing in
Christ—in Christianity. I will try to explain this another time. My long
night talk with Dyson and Tolkien had a good deal to do with it.
— C. S. Lewis
The Letters of C. S. Lewis to Arthur Greeves, (1 October 1931)
About Christianity: …What has been holding me back (at any rate for the
last year or so) has not been so much a difficulty in believing as a
difficulty in knowing what the doctrine meant: you can’t believe a thing
while you are ignorant what the thing is. My puzzle was the whole
doctrine of Redemption…
— C. S. Lewis
The Letters of C. S. Lewis to Arthur Greeves, (18 October 1931)
Dyson and Tolkien were the immediate human causes of my conversion.
Is any pleasure on earth as great as a circle of Christian friends by a good
fire?
— C. S. Lewis
Letters of C. S. Lewis, (21 December 1941)
I think that all Christians have found that he [Satan] is very active near
the altar or on the eve of conversion; worldly anxieties, physical
discomforts, lascivious fancies, doubt, are often poured in at such
junctures…But the Grace is not frustrated.
— C. S. Lewis
Letters of C. S. Lewis, (5 March 1951)

We Prepare to Meet with God
Prelude

From All That Dwell Below the Skies

From all that dwell below the skies
Let the Creator’s praise arise;
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung
Through every land, by every tongue.
In every land begin the song;
To every land the strains belong.
In cheerful sound all voices raise
And fill the world with joyful praise.
Eternal are your mercies, Lord;
Eternal truth attends your word.
Your praise shall sound from shore to shore
Till suns shall rise and set no more.

God Calls Us
Trinitarian Confession and Salutation
Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19
All:
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth!
Psalm 124:8
Minister: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.
Jude 2
All:
Amen.

Call to Worship

Psalm 47:1–2, 5–7

Minister: Clap your hands, all peoples!
Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
All:
For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared,
a great king over all the earth.
Minister: God has gone up with a shout,
the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.
All:
Sing praises to God, sing praises!
Minister: Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
All:
For God is the King of all the earth;
sing praises with a psalm!

 Hymn 4

All Praise to God, Who Reigns Above

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration

God Cleanses Us
Call to Confession of Sin

Isaiah 43:22, 24b

“You did not call upon me, O Jacob;
but you have been weary of me, O Israel!
But you have burdened me with your sins;
you have wearied me with your iniquities.”

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison)
Almighty God,
we confess how hard it is to be your people.
You have called us to be the church,
to continue the mission of Jesus Christ
to our lonely and confused world.
Yet we acknowledge that
we are more apathetic than active,
isolated than involved,
callous than compassionate,
obstinate than obedient,
legalistic than loving.
Gracious Lord,
have mercy upon us and forgive our sins.
Remove the obstacles preventing us
from being your representatives to a broken world.
Awaken our hearts to the promised gift of your indwelling Spirit.
This we pray in Jesus’ powerful name. Amen.

 Declaration of Forgiveness

Isaiah 43:25

“I, I am he
who blots out your transgressions for my own sake,
and I will not remember your sins.”

 The Doxology (#731)

Trinity Hymnal

God Consecrates Us
Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture
 Hymn

Come, Ye Sinners

Isaiah 43:1–44:8 (p. 603)
RUF tune by Darwin Jordan

Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore;
Jesus ready stands to save you,
Full of pity, grace, and power:
He is able, he is able,
He is willing, doubt no more.
Come, you needy, come and welcome,
God’s free bounty glorify;
True belief and true repentance,
Every grace that brings you nigh,
Without money, without money,
Come to Jesus Christ and buy.
Come, you weary, heavy laden,
Bruised and broken by the fall;
If you tarry till you’re better,
You will never come at all:
Not the righteous, not the righteous—
Sinners Jesus came to call.
Let not conscience make you linger,
Nor of fitness fondly dream;
All the fitness he requireth
Is to feel your need of him;
This he gives you, this he gives you;
‘Tis the Spirit’s rising beam.
Continues…

Lo! the incarnate God, ascended,
Pleads the merit of his blood;
Venture on him, venture wholly,
Let no other trust intrude:
None but Jesus, none but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good.
Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,
He is willing, doubt no more.

Preaching of the Word
Sermon Text: Acts 16:16–40 (p. 924)

Rev. John Canales
Anatomy of Conversion

Prayer of Intercession
 Hymn 532

Teach Me, O Lord, Thy Holy Way

Tune: GERMANY

God Communes with Us
 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed

p. 845, Trinity Hymnal

 The Gloria Patri (#735)

Trinity Hymnal

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation and Supervision of the Table

1 Corinthians 11:23–29

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding with
the Lord’s Prayer in unison:
People:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Hymn — During the bread

Jesus Sinners Doth Receive

“Jesus sinners doth receive”:
Word of surest consolation;
Word all sorrow to relieve,
Word of pardon, peace, salvation!
Naught like this can comfort give:
“Jesus sinners doth receive.”
On God’s grace we have no claim,
Yet to us his pledge is given;
He hath sworn by his own name,
Open are the gates of heaven.
Take to heart this word and live:
“Jesus sinners doth receive.”
When a helpless lamb doth stray,
After it, the Shepherd, pressing
Through each dark and dang’rous way,
Brings it back, his own possessing.
Jesus seeks thee, O believe:
“Jesus sinners doth receive.”
Oh, how blest it is to know:
Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow
By thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe:
“Jesus sinners doth receive.”
Now my conscience is at peace,
From the Law I stand acquitted;
Christ hath purchased my release
And my every sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve—
“Jesus sinners doth receive.”

1 Peter 2:9–12

Scripture Reading — During the cup

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are
God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you
have received mercy.
Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep
your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they
speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds
and glorify God on the day of visitation.

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)
Now may your servant, Lord,
according to your word,
depart in exultation.
My rest shall be serene,
for now my eyes have seen
your wonderful salvation.

You did for all prepare
this Gift, so great, so rare,
fulfilling prophets’ story;
A Light to show the way
to Gentiles gone astray,
and unto Israel’s glory.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

God Commissions and Blesses Us
The Collection of Alms and Tithes
Hymn

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us

How deep the Father's love for us,
How vast beyond all measure,
That he should give His only Son
To make a wretch his treasure!
How great the pain of searing loss!
The Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the chosen One
Bring many sons to glory.
Behold the Man upon a cross,
My sin upon his shoulders!
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held him there
Until it was accomplished!
His dying breath has brought me life;
I know that it is finished.
I will not boast in anything:
No gifts, no power, no wisdom;
But I will boast in Jesus Christ,
His death and resurrection.
Why should his suffering be my gain?
I cannot give an answer,
But this I know with all my heart:
His wounds have paid my ransom!

 The Benediction
 Congregation stands as able

Sermon Notes
Acts 16:16–40
Anatomy of Conversion

Welcome to Christ Church OPC
We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love,
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ.
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards
and place it in the collection plate. If you desire any additional
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our
community in the name of Christ!

About Our Church
Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant
Reformation, Christ Church is a congregation of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church (OPC). We are committed to the Bible as the Word
of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.
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