Order for the Public Worship of God

I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you
the whole counsel of God. —Acts 20:27
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Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent;
for here we meet with a holy God.
Before the service, speak to the Lord;
during the service, let the Lord speak to you;
after the service, speak to one another.

About Receiving Communion
All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in
Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace
of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the
meaning of the Gospel.
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they
have made a profession of faith and have been received as communing
members by the church to which their parents belong.
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s Supper
to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 1 Cor 10:16;
11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of conscience, you
are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is provided in the
center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are available for those
who cannot eat bread.

Nursery today:
Next Sunday:

Amanda Grimes
Greyson Ea
Mary Jo Canales
Emilie Miller

Ref lection
It is not necessary that we should discover new ideas in our meditation.
It is sufficient, and far more important, if the Word, as we read and
understand it, penetrates and dwells within us.
— Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Life Together

If you are going to be used by God, he will take you through a multitude
of experiences that are not meant for you at all; they are meant to make
you useful in his hands.
— Oswald Chambers
My Utmost for His Highest

The evidence for Jesus’ resurrection is so strong that nobody would
question it except for two things: First, it is a very unusual event. And
second, if you believe it happened, you have to change the way you live.
— Wolfhart Pannenberg
interview in Prism magazine

We Prepare to Meet with God
Prelude

Psalm 1
Tune: ARLINGTON

O greatly bless-ed is the man
Who walketh not astray
In counsel of ungodly men,
Nor stands in sinners’ way.
Nor sitteth in the scorner’s chair,
But placeth his delight
Upon God’s law, and meditates,
On His law day and night.
He shall be like a tree that grows
Set by the water side,
Which in its season yield its fruit,
And green its leaves abide;
And all he does shall prosper well.
The wicked are not so,
But are like chaff which by the wind
Is driven to and fro.
In judgment therefore shall not stand
Such as ungodly are,
Nor in th’assemby of the just
Shall wicked men appear.
Because the way of godly men
Is to Jehovah known,
Whereas the way of wicked men
Shall quite be overthrown.

God Calls Us
Trinitarian Confession and Salutation
Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19
All:
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth!
Psalm 124:8
Minister: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Lord!
1 Timothy 1:2b
All:
Amen.

Call to Worship

Psalm 47:1–2, 5–7

Minister: Clap your hands, all peoples!
Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
All:
For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared,
a great king over all the earth.
Minister: God has gone up with a shout,
the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.
All:
Sing praises to God, sing praises!
Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
Minister: For God is the King of all the earth;
sing praises with a psalm!

 Hymn 295

Crown Him with Many Crowns

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration

God Cleanses Us
Call to Confession of Sin

Psalm 51:1–2

Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin!

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison)
Merciful God,
you made us in your image,
with a mind to know you,
a heart to love you,
and a will to serve you.
But our knowledge is imperfect,
our love inconstant,
our obedience incomplete.
Day by day, we fail to grow into your likeness.
In your tender love, forgive us our sin.
In your gentle discipline, conform us to the image of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen.

 Declaration of Forgiveness

Isaiah 54:9–10

“This is like the days of Noah to me:
as I swore that the waters of Noah
should no more go over the earth,
so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you,
and will not rebuke you.
For the mountains may depart
and the hills be removed,
but my steadfast love shall not depart from you,
and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,”
says the Lord, who has compassion on you.

 The Doxology (#731)

Trinity Hymnal

God Consecrates Us
Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture
 Hymn 660

Ephesians 2:1–10 (p. 976)

O God, beyond All Praising

Preaching of the Word
Rev. John Canales
Sermon Text: Acts 9:20–43 (p. 917)
Transformed by the Gospel
Prayer of Intercession
 Hymn

Come, All Christians, Be Committed Tune: BEACH SPRING

Come, all Christians, be committed
To the service of the Lord.
Make your lives for him more fitted,
Tune your hearts with one accord.
Come into his courts with gladness,
Each his sacred vows renew,
Turn away from sin and sadness,
Be transformed with life anew.
Of your time and talents give ye,
They are gifts from God above,
To be used by Christians freely
To proclaim his wondrous love.
Come again to serve the Savior,
Tithes and off’rings with you bring.
In your work, with him find favor,
And with joy his praises sing.
Come in praise and adoration,
All who on Christ’s name believe.
Worship him with consecration,
Grace and love will you receive.
For his grace give him the glory,
For the Spirit and the Word,
And repeat the gospel story
Till all men his name have heard.

God Communes with Us
 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed

p. 845, Trinity Hymnal

 The Gloria Patri (#735)

Trinity Hymnal

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation and Supervision of the Table

1 Corinthians 11:23–29

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding with
the Lord’s Prayer in unison:
People:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Hymn — During the bread

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us

How deep the Father’s love for us,
How vast beyond all measure,
That he should give His only Son
To make a wretch his treasure!
How great the pain of searing loss!
The Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the chosen One
Bring many sons to glory.
Behold the Man upon a cross,
My sin upon his shoulders!
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held him there
Until it was accomplished!
His dying breath has brought me life;
I know that it is finished.
I will not boast in anything:
No gifts, no power, no wisdom;
But I will boast in Jesus Christ,
His death and resurrection.
Why should his suffering be my gain?
I cannot give an answer,
But this I know with all my heart:
His wounds have paid my ransom!
Scripture Reading — During the cup

Isaiah 66:12–14

Thus says the LORD:
“Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river,
and the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream;
and you shall nurse, you shall be carried upon her hip,
and bounced upon her knees.
As one whom his mother comforts,
so I will comfort you;
you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.
You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice;
your bones shall flourish like the grass;

and the hand of the LORD shall be known to his servants,
and he shall show his indignation against his enemies.
Revelation 21:1–5
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw
the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and
God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there
be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things
have passed away.”
And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making
all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words
are trustworthy and true.”

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)
Now may your servant, Lord,
according to your word,
depart in exultation.
My rest shall be serene,
for now my eyes have seen
your wonderful salvation.

You did for all prepare
this Gift, so great, so rare,
fulfilling prophets’ story;
A Light to show the way
to Gentiles gone astray,
and unto Israel’s glory.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

God Commissions and Blesses Us
The Collection of Alms and Tithes
Hymn 701

Redeemed, How I Love to Proclaim It!

 The Benediction
 Congregation stands as able

Sermon Notes
Acts 9:20–43
Transformed by the Gospel

Welcome to Christ Church OPC
We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love,
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ.
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards
and place it in the collection plate. If you desire any additional
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our
community in the name of Christ!

About Our Church
Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant
Reformation, Christ Church is a congregation of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church (OPC). We are committed to the Bible as the Word
of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.
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