
 
 
 
 
 

I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you  
the whole counsel of God.   —Acts 20:27 

 

 

 

 
 

Order for the Public Worship of God 
 
 
 
 

23 September 2018 
 

 



 
About Receiving Communion 

 

All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in 
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are 
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in 
Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace 
of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the 
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the 
meaning of the Gospel. 
 
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after they 
have made a profession of faith and have been received as communing 
members by the church to which their parents belong. 
 
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s Supper 
to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 1 Cor 10:16; 
11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of conscience, you 
are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is provided in the 
center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are available for those 
who cannot eat bread.  

 

 
 

 

 Nursery today: Lauren Alexander  
  Greyson Ea 
 Next Sunday: Stephanie Ansell 
 Audrey Ansell 

 

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; 
for here we meet with a holy God. 

 

Before the service, speak to the Lord; 
during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service, speak to one another. 
 



Ref lection 
 

Cursed is everyone who places his hope in man. 
— Augustine of Hippo 

 
The Christmas message is that there is hope for a ruined 
humanity—hope of pardon, hope of peace with God, hope of 
glory—because at the Father’s will Jesus Christ became poor, 
and was born in a stable so that thirty years later He might 
hang on a cross. 

— J. I. Packer 
 
Do not look to your hope, but to Christ, the source of your 
hope. 

— Charles H. Spurgeon 
 
The word “hope” I take for faith; and indeed hope is nothing 
else but the constancy of faith. 

— John Calvin 
 

 
 

 



We Prepare to Meet with God 
 

Prelude       Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
 

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung,  
of Jesse’s lineage coming, as men of old have sung.  
It came a flow’ret bright, amid the cold of winter,  
when half-spent was the night. 
 
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind;  
With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 
To show God’s love aright she bore to men a Savior, 
when half-spent was the night. 
 
This flow’r with fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 
Dispels with glorious splendor the darkness ev’rywhere. 
True man, yet very God; from sin and death he saves us 
And lightens every load. 
 
O Savior, child of Mary, who felt our human woe; 
O Savior, King of glory, who dost our weakness know, 
Bring us at length, we pray, to the bright courts of heaven 
And to the endless day. 



God Calls Us 
  

Trinitarian Confession and Salutation 
 

Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,  
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit Matthew 28:19 
All: Our help is in the name of the LORD,  
 who made heaven and earth! Psalm 124:8 

Minister: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. Jude 2  

All: Amen. 
 

Call to Worship Psalm 95:1–2 
 

Minister: Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;  
 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
All: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;  
 let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 
 

 Hymn 156 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You Trinity Hymnal 
 

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration 
 



God Cleanses Us 
 

Call to Confession of Sin Psalm 66:16, 18–20 
 

Come and hear, all you who fear God,  
and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 
If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,  
the Lord would not have listened.  
But truly God has listened;  
he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 
Blessed be God,  
because he has not rejected my prayer  
or removed his steadfast love from me! 

 

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison) 
 

Heavenly Father, 
 you have loved us with an everlasting love, 

but we have gone our own way and broken your laws. 
We are sorry for our sins  

and turn away from them. 
For the sake of your Son who died for us,  

forgive us, cleanse us and change us. 
By your Holy Spirit, enable us to live for you,  

and to please you more and more;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord., Amen. 

 



 Declaration of Forgiveness           Isaiah 53:4–6 
 

Surely he has borne our griefs 
    and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, 
    smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; 
    he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
    and with his wounds we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
    we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all.  

 

 The Doxology  (#731) Trinity Hymnal 
 



God Consecrates Us 
 
 Prayer for Illumination 
 

 Reading of Scripture Romans 8:18–39 (p. 944) 
 

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the 
creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of 
God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will 
be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of 
the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole 
creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until 
now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we 
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 
what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 
with patience. 
 
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know 
what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 
with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts 
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that for those 
who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order 
that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those 
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he 
also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for 
us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 
33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who 
justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—
more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, 
who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the 



love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 
 
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels 
nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

 Hymn 162 Of the Father’s Love Begotten Trinity Hymnal 
 



Preaching of the Word Rev. Miller Ansell 
 Sermon Text: Isaiah 7:10–17 (p. 572)      Here’s Your Sign, Ahaz 
 

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; 
let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 
 
12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the 
test.” 
 

13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to 
weary men, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds 
and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good. 16 For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be 
deserted. 17 The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and 
upon your father’s house such days as have not come since the day 
that Ephraim departed from Judah-the king of Assyria!”  

 

Prayer of Intercession 
 

 Hymn 645 Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee Trinity Hymnal 

 



God Communes with Us 
 
 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles Creed  p. 845, Trinity Hymnal 

 

 The Gloria Patri  (#735) Trinity Hymnal 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 

Invitation and Supervision of the Table 1 Corinthians 11:23–29 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding with 
the Lord’s Prayer in unison: 
 
People: Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Words of Institution  Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20 

 
Distribution of the Bread and the Cup 

 



Hymn — During the bread Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted 
 

Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, 
See him dying on the tree! 
‘Tis the Christ by man rejected; 
Yes, my soul, ‘tis he, ‘tis he! 
‘Tis the long-expected Prophet, 
David’s son, yet David’s Lord; 
By his Son God now has spoken: 
‘Tis the true and faithful Word. 
 
Tell me, ye who hear him groaning,  
Was there ever grief like his? 
Friends thro’ fear his cause disowning, 
Foes insulting his distress; 
Many hands were raised to wound him,  
None would interpose to save;  
But the deepest stroke that pierced him 
Was the stroke that Justice gave. 
 
Ye who think of sin but lightly 
Nor suppose the evil great 
Here may view its nature rightly, 
Here its guilt may estimate. 
Mark the sacrifice appointed, 
See who bears the awful load; 
‘Tis the Word, the Lord’s Anointed, 
Son of Man and Son of God. 
 
Here we have a firm foundation, 
Here the refuge of the lost; 
Christ’s the Rock of our salvation, 
His the name of which we boast. 
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, 
Sacrifice to cancel guilt! 
None shall ever be confounded 
Who on him their hope have built. 
 
 
 
 



Scripture Reading — During the cup Romans 5:1–11 
 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him 
we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which 
we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not 
only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not 
put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 
 
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for 
the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous 
person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare 
even to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have 
now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved 
by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies 
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his 
life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation.   
 



Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) 
 

Now may your servant, Lord,  You did for all prepare 
 according to your word, this Gift, so great, so rare, 

 depart in exultation. fulfilling prophets’ story; 
My rest shall be serene,  A Light to show the way 

  for now my eyes have seen to Gentiles gone astray, 
 your wonderful salvation.  and unto Israel’s glory. 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
 

God Commissions and Blesses Us 
 

The Collection of Alms and Tithes 
 

Hymn 521 My Hope is Built on Nothing Less Trinity Hymnal 
 

 The Benediction 

 
 Congregation stands as able 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Notes 
Isaiah 7:10–17 

Here’s Your Sign, Ahaz 



Welcome to Christ Church OPC 
 

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our 
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love, 
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor cards 
and place it in the collection plate.  If you desire any additional 
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of 
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our 
community in the name of Christ! 

 

About Our Church 
 

Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant 
Reformation, Christ Church is a congregation of the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church (OPC). We are committed to the Bible as the Word 
of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.  
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Staff 
Senior Pastor – Rev. John Canales 
Pastor of Outreach – Miller Ansell 

Chief Musician – Sharon Miller 
Coordinator of Church Ministries – Mary Jo Canales 

 
 

Elders: Scott Peterson, Rod Alexander 
Deacons: Leng Ea, Rod Miller 

Diaconal Aides: Adam Grimes, Doug Boswell 
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