I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you
the whole counsel of God. —Acts 20:27

Order for the Public Worship of God

2 September 2018

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent;
for here we meet with a holy God.
Before the service, speak to the Lord;
during the service, let the Lord speak to you;
after the service, speak to one another.

About Receiving Communion
All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and
sisters in Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding
on the grace of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in
Christ, please allow the elements to pass you by and take this
opportunity to meditate on the meaning of the Gospel.
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after
they have made a profession of faith and have been received as
communing members by the church to which their parents belong.
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s
Supper to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25;
1 Cor 10:16; 11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of
conscience, you are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is
provided in the center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are
available for those who cannot eat bread.

Nursery today:
Next Sunday:

Lauren Alexander
Greyson Ea
Laurie Boswell
Sam Ea

Ref lection
We are told that Christ was killed for us,
that His death has washed out our sins,
and that by dying He disabled death itself.
That is the formula. That is Christianity.
That is what has to be believed.
— C. S. Lewis
One drop of Christ’s blood is worth more than heaven and
earth.
— Martin Luther

We Prepare to Meet with God
Prelude

Holy God, We Praise Your Name

Holy God, we praise your name;
Lord of all, we bow before you;
All on earth your scepter claim,
All in heav’n above adore you.
Infinite your vast domain,
Everlasting is your reign.
Hark, the loud celestial hymn
Angels choirs above are raising;
Cherubim and seraphim
In unceasing chorus praising,
Fill the heav’ns with sweet accord:
“Holy, holy, holy Lord.”
Lo! the apostolic train
Join your sacred name to hallow;
Prophets swell the glad refrain,
And the white-robed martyrs follow;
And from morn to set of sun,
Through the church the song goes on.
Holy Father, Holy Son,
Holy Spirit, Three we name you;
While in essence only One,
Undivided God we claim you,
And adoring bend the knee,
While we sing this mystery.

God Calls Us
Trinitarian Confession and Salutation
Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19
All:
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth!
Psalm 124:8
Minister: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Lord!
1 Timothy 1:2b
All:
Amen.

Call to Worship

Revelation 5:9–10, 12–14

Minister: Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood
you ransomed people for God from every tribe
and language and people and nation
and you have made them a kingdom
and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.
All:
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom
and might and honor and glory and blessing!
Minister: To him who sits on the throne
and to the Lamb be blessing
and honor and glory and might forever and ever!
All:
Amen!

 Hymn 57

Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah, O My SoulTrinity Hymnal

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration

God Cleanses Us
Call to Confession of Sin

Psalm 32:1–6a

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.
I acknowledged my sin to you,
and I did not cover my iniquity;
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Therefore let everyone who is godly
offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison)
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have gone our own way,
not loving you as we ought,
nor loving our neighbors as ourselves.
We have sinned against you
in thought, word and deed
and in what we have failed to do.
We deserve your condemnation.
(silence)
Father, forgive us.
(silence)
Help us to love you and our neighbors,
and to live for your honor and glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

 Declaration of Forgiveness

Colossians 1:9b–14

May you be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of
the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work
and increasing in the knowledge of God; being strengthened with
all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and
patience with joy; giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has
delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to
the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption,
the forgiveness of sins.

 The Doxology (#731)

Trinity Hymnal

God Consecrates Us
Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture

Isaiah 11–12 (p. 575)

11:1 There

shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
6 The

wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
and a little child shall lead them.

7 The

cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den.
9 They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.
10 In

that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the
peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place
shall be glorious.
11 In

that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second time to
recover the remnant that remains of his people, from Assyria,
from Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush, from Elam, from Shinar,
from Hamath, and from the coastlands of the sea.
12 He

will raise a signal for the nations
and will assemble the banished of Israel,
and gather the dispersed of Judah
from the four corners of the earth.
13 The jealousy of Ephraim shall depart,
and those who harass Judah shall be cut off;
Ephraim shall not be jealous of Judah,
and Judah shall not harass Ephraim.
14 But they shall swoop down on the shoulder of the Philistines in
the west,
and together they shall plunder the people of the east.
They shall put out their hand against Edom and Moab,
and the Ammonites shall obey them.
15 And the LORD will utterly destroy
the tongue of the Sea of Egypt,
and will wave his hand over the River
with his scorching breath,
and strike it into seven channels,
and he will lead people across in sandals.
16 And there will be a highway from Assyria
for the remnant that remains of his people,

as there was for Israel
when they came up from the land of Egypt.
12:1 You will say in that day:
“I will give thanks to you, O LORD,
for though you were angry with me,
your anger turned away,
that you might comfort me.
2 “Behold, God is my salvation;
I will trust, and will not be afraid;
for the LORD God is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.”
3 With

joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4 And
you will say in that day:
“Give thanks to the LORD,
call upon his name,
make known his deeds among the peoples,
proclaim that his name is exalted.
5 “Sing

praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously;
let this be made known in all the earth.
6 Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”

 Hymn 176

Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus! Trinity Hymnal

Preaching of the Word
Sermon Text: Revelation 5 (p. 1030)

Rev. John Canales

True Comfort in Troubled Times, Part 2

Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the
throne a scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven
seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice,
“Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” 3 And no
one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open
the scroll or to look into it, 4 and I began to weep loudly because
no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it.
5 And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so
that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”
1

And between the throne and the four living creatures and
among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been
slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the
seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 And he went
and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated
on the throne. 8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four
living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the
Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense,
which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song,
saying,
6

10

“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood
you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language
and people and nation,
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.”

Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living
creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering
myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with
a loud voice,
11

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”
And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under
the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,
13

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”
And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell
down and worshiped.
14

Prayer of Intercession
 Hymn 18

You Holy Angels Bright

Trinity Hymnal

God Communes with Us
 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed
 The Gloria Patri (#735)

p. 845, Trinity Hymnal

Trinity Hymnal

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation and Supervision of the Table

1 Corinthians 11:23–29

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding
with the Lord’s Prayer in unison:
People:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Hymn — During the bread

Before the Throne of God Above

Before the throne of God above
I have a strong and perfect plea;
A great High Priest whose name is love,
Who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on His hands;
My name is written on His heart.
I know that while in heav’n He stands,
No tongue can bid me thence depart.
No tongue can bid me thence depart.
When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of my guilt within,
Upward I look and see him there
Who made an end to all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died,
My sinful soul is counted free.
For God, the just, is satisfied
To look on Him and pardon me.
To look on Him and pardon me.
Behold Him there the risen Lamb,
My perfect spotless, righteousness.
The great unchangeable I AM,
The King of Glory and of grace.
One with Himself; I cannot die,
My soul is purchased by His blood.
My life is hid with Christ on high,
With Christ my Savior and my God,
With Christ my Savior and my God.

Scripture Reading — During the cup

John 1:29, 34–37

The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world! … And I have seen and have borne witness that this
is the Son of God.”
The next day again John was standing with two of his
disciples, and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said,
“Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say
this, and they followed Jesus.

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)
Now may your servant, Lord,
according to your word,
depart in exultation.
My rest shall be serene,
for now my eyes have seen
your wonderful salvation.

You did for all prepare
this Gift, so great, so rare,
fulfilling prophets’ story;
A Light to show the way
to Gentiles gone astray,
and unto Israel’s glory.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

God Commissions and Blesses Us
The Collection of Alms and Tithes
Hymn 73

Rejoice, All People, Homage GiveTrinity Hymnal

 The Benediction
 Congregation stands as able

Sermon Notes
Revelation 5 (p. 1030)
True Comfort in Troubled Times, Part 2

Welcome to Christ Church OPC
We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love,
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ.
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor
cards and place it in the collection plate. If you desire any additional
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be
of service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve
our community in the name of Christ!

About Our Church
Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the
Protestant Reformation, Christ Church is a congregation of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC). We are committed to the Bible
as the Word of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission
of Jesus Christ.
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