
 
 
 
 
 

I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you  
the whole counsel of God.   —Acts 20:27 
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About Receiving Communion 

 

All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in 
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are 
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and 
sisters in Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding 
on the grace of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in 
Christ, please allow the elements to pass you by and take this 
opportunity to meditate on the meaning of the Gospel. 
 
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after 
they have made a profession of faith and have been received as 
communing members by the church to which their parents belong. 
 
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s 
Supper to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 
1 Cor 10:16; 11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of 
conscience, you are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is 
provided in the center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are 
available for those who cannot eat bread.  

 
 
 

 

 Nursery today: Mary Jo Canales  
  Emilie Miler 
 Next Sunday: Lauren Alexander 
 Greyson Ea 

 

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; 
for here we meet with a holy God. 

 

Before the service, speak to the Lord; 
during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service, speak to one another. 
 



Ref lection 
 

The difference between Creator and created is 
incomparable. 

— Cyril of Alexandria 
 
The end of God’s creating the world was to prepare a 
kingdom for his Son. 

— Jonathan Edwards 
 
Either God is totally sovereign, ordaining, ruling and 
disposing of all things as he will, or he has no control over 
anything and faith in him is an utter absurdity. 

— Author unknown 
 
To say that God is sovereign is to say that His power is 
superior to every other form or expression of power; it is to 
say that God is completely free of external influences so 
that He does what He chooses, as He chooses, when He 
chooses.  

— James Bordwine 
 

 
 

 



We Prepare to Meet with God 
 

Prelude 
 

Come, Christians, join to sing Alleluia! Amen! 
Loud praise to Christ our King; Alleluia! Amen! 
Let all, with heart and voice,  
Before his throne rejoice; 
Praise is his gracious choice. Alleluia! Amen! 
 
Come, lift your hearts on high, Alleluia! Amen! 
Let praises fill the sky, Alleluia! Amen! 
He is our Guide and Friend;  
To us he’ll condescend;  
His love shall never end. Alleluia! Amen! 
 
Praise yet our Christ again, Alleluia! Amen! 
Life shall not end the strain; Alleluia! Amen! 
On heaven’s blissful shore,  
His goodness we’ll adore, 
Singing forevermore, “Alleluia! Amen!” 

 



God Calls Us 
  

Trinitarian Confession and Salutation 
 

Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,  
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Matthew 28:19 
All: Our help is in the name of the LORD,  
 who made heaven and earth! Psalm 124:8 

Minister: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. Jude 2  

All: Amen. 
 

Call to Worship Psalm 99:1–5 
 

Minister: The LORD reigns; let the peoples tremble! 
All: He sits enthroned upon the cherubim;  
 let the earth quake! 
Minister: The LORD is great in Zion; 
 he is exalted over all the peoples. 
All: Let them praise your great and awesome name! 

Holy is he! 
Minister: The King in his might loves justice. 
All: You have established equity; 

you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob. 
Minister: Exalt the LORD our God; 

worship at his footstool! 
All: Holy is he! 
 

 Hymn 100 Holy, Holy, Holy! Trinity Hymnal 
 

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration 
 



God Cleanses Us 
 

Call to Confession of Sin Psalm 86:3–4, 6–7 
 

Be gracious to me, O LORD,  
for to you do I cry all the day. 

Gladden the soul of your servant, 
for to you, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 
abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you. 

Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; listen to my plea for grace. 
In the day of my trouble I call upon you, 

for you answer me. 
 

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison) 
 

O Lord, great God,  
all holy, Father most gracious, 
filled with mercy and steadfast love, 

we are embarrassed to come before you, 
for we have preferred the ways of this world to your ways, 
for we have rebelled against your wisdom 

and we have gotten into trouble, 
for we have rejected your fatherly guidance 

and have gotten lost altogether. 
To you belongs righteousness, O Lord, 

and to us confusion of face. 
O Lord, great God,  

all holy, filled with awe, Father most gracious, 
filled with mercy and steadfast love, 

incline your ear to our troubles. 
Hear us when we pour out our sorrows before you. 
Forgive us, 

not on the ground of our own righteousness, 
but on the ground of your great mercy. 

On the ground of your great mercy 
in the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

It is in his name that we pray, 
for he is our Savior  
and the mediator of the covenant of grace. Amen. 



 Declaration of Forgiveness     Psalm 86:5 
 

For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 
abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you. 

 

 The Doxology  (#731) Trinity Hymnal 
 



God Consecrates Us 
 

 Prayer for Illumination 
 

 Reading of Scripture Ezekiel 1 (p. 692) 
 

1 In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the 
month, as I was among the exiles by the Chebar canal, the 
heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God. 2 On the fifth day 
of the month (it was the fifth year of the exile of King Jehoiachin), 
3 the word of the Lord came to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, 
in the land of the Chaldeans by the Chebar canal, and the hand of 
the Lord was upon him there. 
 
4 As I looked, behold, a stormy wind came out of the north, and a 
great cloud, with brightness around it, and fire flashing forth 
continually, and in the midst of the fire, as it were gleaming 
metal. 5 And from the midst of it came the likeness of four living 
creatures. And this was their appearance: they had a human 
likeness, 6 but each had four faces, and each of them had four 
wings. 7 Their legs were straight, and the soles of their feet were 
like the sole of a calf's foot. And they sparkled like burnished 
bronze. 8 Under their wings on their four sides they had human 
hands. And the four had their faces and their wings thus: 9 their 
wings touched one another. Each one of them went straight 
forward, without turning as they went. 10 As for the likeness of 
their faces, each had a human face. The four had the face of a lion 
on the right side, the four had the face of an ox on the left side, 
and the four had the face of an eagle. 11 Such were their faces. And 
their wings were spread out above. Each creature had two wings, 
each of which touched the wing of another, while two covered 
their bodies. 12 And each went straight forward. Wherever the 
spirit would go, they went, without turning as they went. 13 As for 
the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like 
burning coals of fire, like the appearance of torches moving to 
and fro among the living creatures. And the fire was bright, and 
out of the fire went forth lightning. 14 And the living creatures 
darted to and fro, like the appearance of a flash of lightning. 
 
15 Now as I looked at the living creatures, I saw a wheel on the 
earth beside the living creatures, one for each of the four of them. 



16 As for the appearance of the wheels and their construction: their 
appearance was like the gleaming of beryl. And the four had the 
same likeness, their appearance and construction being as it were 
a wheel within a wheel. 17 When they went, they went in any of 
their four directions without turning as they went. 18 And their 
rims were tall and awesome, and the rims of all four were full of 
eyes all around. 19 And when the living creatures went, the wheels 
went beside them; and when the living creatures rose from the 
earth, the wheels rose. 20 Wherever the spirit wanted to go, they 
went, and the wheels rose along with them, for the spirit of the 
living creatures was in the wheels. 21 When those went, these 
went; and when those stood, these stood; and when those rose 
from the earth, the wheels rose along with them, for the spirit of 
the living creatures was in the wheels. 
 

22 Over the heads of the living creatures there was the likeness of 
an expanse, shining like awe-inspiring crystal, spread out above 
their heads. 23 And under the expanse their wings were stretched 
out straight, one toward another. And each creature had two 
wings covering its body. 24 And when they went, I heard the 
sound of their wings like the sound of many waters, like the 
sound of the Almighty, a sound of tumult like the sound of an 
army. When they stood still, they let down their wings. 25 And 
there came a voice from above the expanse over their heads. 
When they stood still, they let down their wings. 
 

26 And above the expanse over their heads there was the likeness 
of a throne, in appearance like sapphire; and seated above the 
likeness of a throne was a likeness with a human appearance. 
27 And upward from what had the appearance of his waist I saw 
as it were gleaming metal, like the appearance of fire enclosed all 
around. And downward from what had the appearance of his 
waist I saw as it were the appearance of fire, and there was 
brightness around him. 28 Like the appearance of the bow that is 
in the cloud on the day of rain, so was the appearance of the 
brightness all around. 
Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. 
And when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard the voice of one 
speaking. 

 

 Hymn 295 Crown Him with Many Crowns Trinity Hymnal 
 



Preaching of the Word Rev. John Canales 
 Sermon Text: Revelation 4 (p. 1030) 

True Comfort in Troubled Times, Part 1 
 

1 After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in 
heaven! And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me 
like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what 
must take place after this.” 2 At once I was in the Spirit, and 
behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne. 
3 And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and 
carnelian, and around the throne was a rainbow that had the 
appearance of an emerald. 4 Around the throne were twenty-
four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, 
clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads.  
5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and 
peals of thunder, and before the throne were burning seven 
torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, 6 and before 
the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. 
 And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four 
living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: 7 the first living 
creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the 
third living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living 
creature like an eagle in flight. 8 And the four living creatures, 
each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and 
within, and day and night they never cease to say, 
 “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 
  who was and is and is to come!” 
9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and 
thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever 
and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is 
seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and 
ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 
11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, 
  to receive glory and honor and power, 
  for you created all things, 
  and by your will they existed and were created.”   

 

Prayer of Intercession 
 

 Hymn All Glory, Laud, and Honor Trinity Hymnal 
 



God Communes with Us 
 

 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed  p. 845, Trinity Hymnal 
 

 The Gloria Patri  (#735) Trinity Hymnal 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 

Invitation and Supervision of the Table 1 Corinthians 11:23–29 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding 
with the Lord’s Prayer in unison: 
 
People: Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Words of Institution  Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20 

 
Distribution of the Bread and the Cup 

 



Hymn — During the bread O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus! 
 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! 
Vast, unmeasured, boundless, free; 
Rolling as a mighty ocean  
In its fullness over me. 
Underneath me, all around me, 
Is the current of thy love;  
Leading onward, leading homeward,  
To thy glorious rest above. 
 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus! 
Spread his praise from shore to shore; 
How he loveth, ever loveth, 
Changeth never, never-more.  
How he watches o’er his loved ones,  
Died to call them all his own.  
How for them he intercedeth,  
Watcheth o’er them from the throne.  
 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus! 
Love of every love the best: 
‘Tis an ocean vast of blessing,  
‘Tis a haven sweet of rest. 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus! 
‘Tis a heav’n of heav’ns to me; 
And it lifts me up to glory,  
For it lifts me up to thee. 
 

Scripture Reading — During the cup John 1:1–5 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 



Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) 
 

Now may your servant, Lord,  You did for all prepare 
 according to your word, this Gift, so great, so rare, 

 depart in exultation. fulfilling prophets’ story; 
My rest shall be serene,  A Light to show the way 

  for now my eyes have seen to Gentiles gone astray, 
 your wonderful salvation.  and unto Israel’s glory. 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
 

God Commissions and Blesses Us 
 

The Collection of Alms and Tithes 
 

Hymn76    Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven Trinity Hymnal 
 

 The Benediction 

 
 Congregation stands as able 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Notes 
Revelation 4 (p. 1030) 

True Comfort in Troubled Times, Part 1 



Welcome to Christ Church OPC 
 

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our 
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love, 
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor 
cards and place it in the collection plate.  If you desire any additional 
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be 
of service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve 
our community in the name of Christ! 

 

About Our Church 
 

Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the 
Protestant Reformation, Christ Church is a congregation of the 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC). We are committed to the Bible 
as the Word of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission 
of Jesus Christ.  
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