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I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you
the whole counsel of God. —Acts 20:27

Covenant Renewal Service
1 July 2018

Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent;
for here we meet with a holy God.
Before the service, speak to the Lord;
during the service, let the Lord speak to you;
after the service, speak to one another.

About Receiving Communion
All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are repentant
of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in Christ are
invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace of God
by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the
meaning of the Gospel.
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after
they have made a profession of faith and have been received as
communing members by the church to which their parents belong.
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s
Supper to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25;
1 Cor 10:16; 11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of
conscience, you are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is
provided in the center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are
available for those who cannot eat bread.

Nursery today:
Next Sunday:

Lauren Alexander
Greyson Ea
Laurie Boswell
Sam Ea

Reflection
To love and admire anything outside yourself is to take one
step away from utter spiritual ruin; though we shall not be
well so long as we love and admire anything more than we
love and admire God.
— C. S. Lewis
Mere Christianity
If you continue to love Jesus, nothing much can go wrong
with you, and I hope you may always do so.
— C. S. Lewis
Letters to Children
When I have learnt to love God better than my earthly
dearest, I shall love my earthly dearest better than I do now.
In so far as I learn to love my earthly dearest at the expense
of God and instead of God, I shall be moving towards the
state in which I shall not love my earthly dearest at all. When
first things are put first, second things are not suppressed but
increased.
— C. S. Lewis
Letters of C. S. Lewis

We Prepare to Meet with God
Prelude

Come, Christians, Join to Sing

Come, Christians, join to sing Alleluia! Amen!
Loud praise to Christ our King; Alleluia! Amen!
Let all, with heart and voice,
Before his throne rejoice;
Praise is his gracious choice. Alleluia! Amen!
Come, lift your hearts on high, Alleluia! Amen!
Let praises fill the sky, Alleluia! Amen!
He is our Guide and Friend;
To us he’ll condescend;
His love shall never end. Alleluia! Amen!
Praise yet our Christ again, Alleluia! Amen!
Life shall not end the strain; Alleluia! Amen!
On heaven’s blissful shore,
His goodness we’ll adore,
Singing forevermore, “Alleluia! Amen!”

God Calls Us
Trinitarian Confession and Salutation
Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19
All:
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth!
Psalm 124:8
Minister: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. Jude 2
All:
Amen.
Call to Worship

Revelation 15:3–4

Minister: Great and amazing are your deeds,
O Lord God the Almighty!
All:
Just and true are your ways,
O King of the nations!
Minister: Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name?
For you alone are holy.
All:
All nations will come and worship you,
for your righteous acts have been revealed.
 Psalm 84
 Prayer of Petition and Adoration

Trinity Psalter

(Tune: PAYTON)

God Cleanses Us
Call to Confession of Sin

Matthew 22:37–40

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor
as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and
the Prophets.”
Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison)
There are many times we think we love you well, O God.
But upon hearing your call to love you with all our heart,
and all our mind, and all our strength,
we confess that our love for you is a diluted love,
made insipid and flat by lesser loyalties and a divided heart.
Our love seems pure only for brief moments;
soon our affections are drawn away.
How easily our devotion dies.
Forgive us;
in deep mercy spare us, despite our lost first love for you;
in grace rekindle our love for you
in seeing anew Jesus’ love for us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, Amen.
 Declaration of Forgiveness

Romans 5:8–9

God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his
blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.
 The Doxology (#731)

Trinity Hymnal

God Consecrates Us
Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture

1 John 4:7–5:5 (p. 1023)

7

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who
does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the
love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only
Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is
love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved
us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God;
if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in
us.
13

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has
given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses
that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So
we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God
abides in him. 17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may
have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are
we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out
fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not
been perfected in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If
anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he
who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God
whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from
him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.

5:1

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of
God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been
born of him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God,
when we love God and obey his commandments. 3 For this is the
love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his
commandments are not burdensome. 4 For everyone who has been
born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has
overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world
except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
 Hymn 535

O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus

Trinity Hymnal

Preaching of the Word
Sermon Text: Revelation 2:1–7 (p. 1028)

Rev. John Canales
Back to the Basics

1

“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him
who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the
seven golden lampstands.
2

“‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how
you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who
call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. 3 I
know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name’s sake,
and you have not grown weary.
4

“‘But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you
had at first. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen;
repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you
and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. 6 Yet
this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also
hate.
7

“‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of
life, which is in the paradise of God.’”
Prayer of Intercession
 Hymn 660

O God, Beyond All Praising

Trinity Hymnal

God Communes with Us
 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed
 The Gloria Patri (#735)

p. 845, Trinity Hymnal
Trinity Hymnal

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation and Supervision of the Table

1 Corinthians 11:23–29

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding
with the Lord’s Prayer in unison:
People: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.
Words of Institution

Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Hymn — During the bread

Amidst Us Our Beloved Stands

Amidst us our Beloved stands,
And bids us view his pierc-ed hands;
Points to the wounded feet and side,
Blest emblems of the Crucified.
What food luxurious loads the board,
When at his table sits the Lord!
The wine how rich, the bread how sweet,
When Jesus deigns the guests to meet!
If now, with eyes defiled and dim,
We see the signs, but see not him;
O may his love the scales displace,
And bid us see him face to face!
O glorious Bridegroom of our hearts,
Your present smile a heav’n imparts!
O lift the veil, if veil there be,
Let every saint your glory see!

Scripture Reading — During the cup

Romans 8:31–39

31

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who
can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave
him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us
all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is
God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one
who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?
36
As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)
Now may your servant, Lord,
according to your word,
depart in exultation.
My rest shall be serene,
for now my eyes have seen
your wonderful salvation.

You did for all prepare
this Gift, so great, so rare,
fulfilling prophets’ story;
A Light to show the way
to Gentiles gone astray,
and unto Israel’s glory.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

God Commissions and Blesses Us
The Collection of Alms and Tithes
Hymn 648

My Jesus, I Love Thee

 The Benediction
 Congregation stands as able

Trinity Hymnal

Welcome to Christ Presbyterian Church
We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love,
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ.
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor
cards and place it in the collection plate. If you desire any additional
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our
community in the name of Christ!

About our Church
Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant
Reformation, Christ Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC). We are committed to the Bible as
the Word of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission of
Jesus Christ.
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