Christ Presbyterian Church
I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you
the whole counsel of God. —Acts 20:27
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Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent;
for here we meet with a holy God.
Before the service, speak to the Lord;
during the service, let the Lord speak to you;
after the service, speak to one another.

About Receiving Communion
All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are repentant
of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in Christ are
invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace of God
by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the
meaning of the Gospel.
A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after
they have made a profession of faith and have been received as
communing members by the church to which their parents belong.
As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s
Supper to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25;
1 Cor 10:16; 11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of
conscience, you are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is
provided in the center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are
available for those who cannot eat bread.

Nursery today:
Next Sunday:

Brit Osterling
Greyson Ea
Shaz Beal
Emilie Miller

Reflection
In chase of fancied happiness, still woo’d
And never won. Dream after dream ensues;
And still they dream that they shall still succeed,
And still are disappointed.
— William Cowper
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.
— Proverbs 9:10
In much wisdom is much vexation,
and he who increases knowledge increases sorrow.
— Ecclesiastes 1:18
Same old song;
just a drop of water in an endless sea.
All we do
crumbles to the ground, though we refuse to see.
Dust in the wind…
All we are is dust in the wind.
— Dust in the Wind (1977), Kansas
You have made us for yourself
and our hearts are restless
until they find their rest in you.
— Augustine
Confessions, I.i

We Prepare to Meet with God
Prelude
Day by day and with each passing moment,
Strength I find to meet my trials here;
Trusting in my Father’s wise bestowment,
I’ve no cause for worry or for fear.
He whose heart is kind beyond all measure
Gives unto each day what He deems bestLovingly, its part of pain and pleasure,
Mingling toil with peace and rest.
Every day the Lord himself is near me
With a special mercy for each hour;
All my cares he fain would bear, and cheer me,
He whose name is Counselor and Power.
The protection of his child and treasure
Is a charge that on himself he laid;
“As your days, your strength shall be in measure,”
This the pledge to me he made.
Help me then in every tribulation
So to trust your promises, O Lord,
That I lose not faith’s sweet consolation
Offered me within your holy Word.
Help me, Lord, when toil and trouble meeting,
E’er to take, as from a father’s hand,
One by one, the days, the moments fleeting,
‘Til I reach the promised land.

God Calls Us
Trinitarian Confession and Salutation
Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:19
People: Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth!
Psalm 124:8
Minister: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Lord!
1 Timothy 1:2b
People: Amen.
Call to Worship

Psalm 150:1–2, 6,

Minister: Hallelujah!
Praise! Praise God in the temple, in the highest heavens!
People: Praise! Praise God’s mighty deeds and noble majesty.
Minister: All that is alive, praise!
People: Praise the Lord.
Hallelujah!
 Hymn 6

O Come, My Soul, Bless Thou the Lord Trinity Hymnal

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration

God Cleanses Us
Call to Confession of Sin

Romans 6:1–2

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may
abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?
Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison)
King of Heaven, God of grace,
we confess that we have lived futile and sinful lives.
We have failed to praise and thank you;
we have treated eternal truths as a game;
we have been flippant and ignorant
about the depth of our sin
and the unfathomable magnitude
and sufficiency of your grace.
We have looked elsewhere for significance and satisfaction
instead of clinging to you, our only hope.
Forgive us, Father, and restore us to newness of life
through him who makes all things new: our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, the mediator of a new covenant,
who died for us and now lives for and in us. Amen.
 Declaration of Forgiveness

Romans 6:3–4; 8:1

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with
him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life. There is therefore now no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus.
 The Doxology (#731)

Trinity Hymnal

God Consecrates Us
Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture

Luke 12:12-21 (p. 871)

13

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who
made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them,
“Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s
life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16 And he
told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced
plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have
nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my
grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have
ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’
20
But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you,
and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the
one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”
 Hymn 159

O Savior, Precious Savior

Trinity Hymnal

Preaching of the Word
Mr. Bogdan Witecki
Sermon Text: Ecclesiastes. 1:1-11 (p. 552 ); 2:12–17 (p. 554);
9:1-6 (p. 557)
Life under the Sun: birth, toil, and death
1

The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.
Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
3
What does man gain by all the toil
at which he toils under the sun?
4
A generation goes, and a generation comes,
but the earth remains forever.
5
The sun rises, and the sun goes down,
and hastens to the place where it rises.
6
The wind blows to the south
and goes around to the north;
around and around goes the wind,
and on its circuits the wind returns.
7
All streams run to the sea,
but the sea is not full;
to the place where the streams flow,
there they flow again.
8
All things are full of weariness;
a man cannot utter it;
the eye is not satisfied with seeing,
nor the ear filled with hearing.
9
What has been is what will be,
and what has been done is what will be done,
and there is nothing new under the sun.
10
Is there a thing of which it is said,
“See, this is new”?
It has been already
in the ages before us.
11
There is no remembrance of former things,
nor will there be any remembrance
of later things yet to be
among those who come after.
2

Ecclesiastes 2:12–17 (p. 554)
12
So I turned to consider wisdom and madness and folly. For what
can the man do who comes after the king? Only what has already
been done. 13 Then I saw that there is more gain in wisdom than in
folly, as there is more gain in light than in darkness. 14 The wise
person has his eyes in his head, but the fool walks in darkness. And
yet I perceived that the same event happens to all of them. 15 Then I
said in my heart, “What happens to the fool will happen to me also.
Why then have I been so very wise?” And I said in my heart that this
also is vanity. 16 For of the wise as of the fool there is no enduring
remembrance, seeing that in the days to come all will have been long
forgotten. How the wise dies just like the fool! 17 So I hated life,
because what is done under the sun was grievous to me, for all is
vanity and a striving after wind.
Ecclesiastes 9:1-6 (p. 557)
But all this I laid to heart, examining it all, how the righteous and the
wise and their deeds are in the hand of God. Whether it is love or
hate, man does not know; both are before him. 2 It is the same for all,
since the same event happens to the righteous and the wicked, to the
good and the evil, to the clean and the unclean, to him who sacrifices
and him who does not sacrifice. As the good one is, so is the sinner,
and he who swears is as he who shuns an oath. 3 This is an evil in all
that is done under the sun, that the same event happens to all. Also,
the hearts of the children of man are full of evil, and madness is in
their hearts while they live, and after that they go to the dead. 4 But he
who is joined with all the living has hope, for a living dog is better
than a dead lion. 5 For the living know that they will die, but the dead
know nothing, and they have no more reward, for the memory of
them is forgotten. 6 Their love and their hate and their envy have
already perished, and forever they have no more share in all that is
done under the sun.
Prayer of Intercession
 Hymn 252

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

Trinity Hymnal

God Communes with Us
 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed
 The Gloria Patri (#735)

p. 845, Trinity Hymnal
Trinity Hymnal

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Invitation and Supervision of the Table

1 Corinthians 11:23–29

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding
with the Lord’s Prayer in unison:
People: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.
Words of Institution

Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup

Hymn — During the bread

Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed

Alas! and did my Savior bleed,
and did my Sovereign die!
Would he devote that sacred head
for such a worm as I!
Was it for crimes that I had done
he groaned upon the tree!
Amazing pity! Grace unknown!
And love beyond degree!
Well might the sun in darkness hide,
and shut his glories in,
When Christ the mighty Maker died
for man the creature’s sin.
Thus might I hide my blushing face
while his dear cross appears;
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness,
and melt mine eyes in tears.
But drops of grief can ne’er repay
the debt of love I owe;
Here, Lord, I give myself away,
‘tis all that I can do.

Scripture Reading — During the cup

Peter 3:8–13

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord
one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should
perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the day of the
Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away
with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and
dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be
exposed.
Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people
ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the
heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies
will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are
waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness
dwells.

Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)
Now may your servant, Lord,
according to your word,
depart in exultation.
My rest shall be serene,
for now my eyes have seen
your wonderful salvation.

You did for all prepare
this Gift, so great, so rare,
fulfilling prophets’ story;
A Light to show the way
to Gentiles gone astray,
and unto Israel’s glory.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

God Commissions and Blesses Us
The Collection of Alms and Tithes
Hymn 38

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise Trinity Hymnal

 The Benediction
 Congregation stands as able

Sermon Notes

Ecclesiastes. 1:1-11; 2:12–17; 9:1-6
Life under the Sun: birth, toil, and death

Welcome to Christ Presbyterian Church
We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love,
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ.
If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor
cards and place it in the collection plate. If you desire any additional
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our
community in the name of Christ!

About our Church
Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant
Reformation, Christ Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). We are committed to the Bible
as the Word of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission of
Jesus Christ.
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