
Christ Presbyterian Church 
 

I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you  

the whole counsel of God.   —Acts 20:27 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Covenant Renewal Service 
 

24 July 2016 





 

 
Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; 
for here we meet with a holy God. 

 

Before the service, speak to the Lord; 
during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service, speak to one another. 
 

 
 

About Receiving Communion 
 

All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in 
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are 
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters 
in Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the 
grace of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please 
allow the elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to 
meditate on the meaning of the Gospel. 
 

A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after 
they have made a profession of faith and have been received as 
communing members by the church to which their parents belong. 
 

As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s 
Supper to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 
1 Cor 10:16; 11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of 
conscience, you are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is 
provided in the center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are 
available for those who cannot eat bread.  

 
 
 

 

 Nursery today: Laurie Boswell 
  Rhea Abhul 
 Next Sunday: Lauren Alexander 
 Emma Rooney 

 



Reflection 

 
What are we to make of Christ? This is a question 
which has, in a sense, a frantically comic side. For the 
real question is not what are we to make of Christ, but 
what is He to make of us?... 
  
On the one side clear, definite moral teaching. On the 
other, claims which, if not true, are those of a 
megalomaniac, compared with whom Hitler was the 
most sane and humble of men. There is no half-way 
house and there is no parallel in other religions. If you 
had gone to Buddha and asked him “Are you the son of 
Bramah?” he would have said, “My son, you are still in 
the vale of illusion.” If you had gone to Socrates and 
asked, “Are you Zeus?” he would have laughed at you. 
If you had gone to Mohammed and asked, “Are you 
Allah?” he would first have rent his clothes and then 
cut your head off. If you had asked Confucius, “Are 
you Heaven?” I think he would have probably replied, 
“Remarks which are not in accordance with nature are 
in bad taste.” The idea of a great moral teacher saying 
what Christ said is out of the question.… 
  
We may note in passing that He was never regarded as a 
mere moral teacher. He did not produce that effect on 
any of the people who actually met Him. He produced 
mainly three effects—Hatred – Terror – Adoration. 
There was no trace of people expressing mild approval. 
  

— C.S. Lewis 
“What Are We to Make of Jesus Christ” 

God in the Dock 



We Prepare to Meet with God 

 
Prelude 
 

There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins; 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood 
Lose all their guilty stains. 
 

E’er since, by faith, I saw the stream 
Thy flowing wounds supply, 
Redeeming love has been my theme, 
And shall be till I die. 



God Calls Us 

  

Trinitarian Confession and Salutation 
 

Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,  
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Matthew 28:19 
People: Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
 who made heaven and earth! Psalm 124:8 

Minister: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.  Jude 2  

People: Amen. 
 

Call to Worship Psalm 95:1–2 

 

Minister: Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!  

People: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
let us make a joyful noise to him 
with songs of praise!  

 

 Hymn 1  All People That On Earth Do Dwell Trinity Hymnal 
 

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration 
 



God Cleanses Us 

 
Call to Confession of Sin Psalm 139:23–24 

 

Search me, O God, and know my heart! 
    Try me and know my thoughts! 
And see if there be any grievous way in me, 
    and lead me in the way everlasting!  
 

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy 
 

Minister: God of grace, we confess that we have elevated 
the things of this world above you. 

People: We have made idols of possessions and people 
and used your name  
for causes that are not consistent  
with you and your purposes. 

Minister: We have permitted our schedules to come first 
and have not taken the time to worship you. 

People: We have not always honored  
those who guided us in life. 

Minister: We have participated in systems 
that take life instead of give it. 

People: We have been unfaithful  
in our covenant relationships. 

Minister: We have yearned for, and sometimes taken,  
that which is not ours, 
and we have misrepresented others’ intentions. 

People: Forgive us, O God, 
for the many ways we fall short of your glory. 

Minister: Help us to learn to live together according to your ways 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

People: Amen. 
 

Declaration of Forgiveness             John 20:31 

 

These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name. 
 

 The Doxology  (#731) Trinity Hymnal 
 



God Consecrates Us 

 
 Prayer for Illumination 
 

 Reading of Scripture John 5:18–47 

 
18 This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, 
because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even 
calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.  
  
19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do 
nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. 
For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise. 20 For the 
Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. 
And greater works than these will he show him, so that you may 
marvel. 21 For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so 
also the Son gives life to whom he will. 22 The Father judges no 
one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the 
Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the 
Son does not honor the Father who sent him. 24 Truly, truly, I say 
to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 
eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from 
death to life. 
  
25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, 
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those 
who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has 
granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given 
him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man.  
28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in 
the tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who have done 
good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to 
the resurrection of judgment. 
  
30 “I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my 
judgment is just, because I seek not my own will but the will of him 
who sent me. 31 If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony 
is not true. 32 There is another who bears witness about me, and I 
know that the testimony that he bears about me is true. 33 You sent 
to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. 34 Not that the 
testimony that I receive is from man, but I say these things so that 



you may be saved. 35 He was a burning and shining lamp, and you 
were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. 36 But the testimony 
that I have is greater than that of John. For the works that the 
Father has given me to accomplish, the very works that I am doing, 
bear witness about me that the Father has sent me. 37 And the 
Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice 
you have never heard, his form you have never seen, 38 and you do 
not have his word abiding in you, for you do not believe the one 
whom he has sent. 39 You search the Scriptures because you think 
that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness 
about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life. 
41 I do not receive glory from people. 42 But I know that you do not 
have the love of God within you. 43 I have come in my Father’s 
name, and you do not receive me. If another comes in his own 
name, you will receive him. 44 How can you believe, when you 
receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory that 
comes from the only God? 45 Do not think that I will accuse you to 
the Father. There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you 
have set your hope. 46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe 
me; for he wrote of me. 47 But if you do not believe his writings, 
how will you believe my words?”   

 

 Hymn 181 We Come, O Christ, to You Trinity Hymnal 
 



Preaching of the Word Rev. John Canales 
 Sermon Text: 1 John 5:6–12      Truth Confirmed 
 

6 This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the 
water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one 
who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three 
that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three 
agree.  
 
9 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is 
greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne 
concerning his Son. 10 Whoever believes in the Son of God has the 
testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him 
a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has 
borne concerning his Son. 
 
11 And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not 
have the Son of God does not have life. 

 

Prayer of Intercession 

 
 

 



God Communes with Us 

 

 Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed  p. 742, Trinity Hymnal 
 

 The Gloria Patri  (#735) Trinity Hymnal 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 

Invitation and Supervision of the Table 1 Corinthians 11:23–29 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding 
with the Lord’s Prayer in unison: 
 

People: Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Words of Institution  Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20 
 

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup 
 



Hymn — During the bread Humbly I Adore Thee 
 

 
 

 



Scripture Reading — During the cup John 14:23–27 
 

Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my 
word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to 
him and make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not 
love me does not keep my words. And the word that you 
hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. 
 

25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with 
you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring 
to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I 
leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, 
neither let them be afraid.”  
 



Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) 

 
Now may your servant, Lord,  You did for all prepare 
 according to your word, this Gift, so great, so rare, 
 depart in exultation. fulfilling prophets’ story; 
My rest shall be serene,  A Light to show the way 
 for now my eyes have seen to Gentiles gone astray, 
 your wonderful salvation.  and unto Israel’s glory. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
 

God Commissions and Blesses Us 

 
The Collection of Alms and Tithes 

 

Hymn 172    Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder Trinity Hymnal 
 

 The Benediction 

 
 Congregation stands as able 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Notes 
1 John 5:6–12 
Truth Confirmed 



Welcome to Christ Presbyterian Church 

 

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our 
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love, 
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor 
cards and place it in the collection plate.  If you desire any additional 
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of 
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our 
community in the name of Christ! 

 

About our Church 
 

Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant 
Reformation, Christ Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the 
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). We are committed to the Bible 
as the Word of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission 
of Jesus Christ.  
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