
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 December 2016 





 

 
Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; 
for here we meet with a holy God. 

 

Before the service, speak to the Lord; 
during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service, speak to one another. 
 

 
 

About Receiving Communion 
 

All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in 
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are 
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters 
in Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the 
grace of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please 
allow the elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to 
meditate on the meaning of the Gospel. 
 

A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after 
they have made a profession of faith and have been received as 
communing members by the church to which their parents belong. 
 

As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s 
Supper to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 
1 Cor 10:16; 11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of 
conscience, you are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is 
provided in the center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are 
available for those who cannot eat bread.  

 
 
 

 

 Nursery today: Ann Cantú 
  Jack Canales 
 Next Sunday: Mary Jo Canales 
 Greyson Ea 

 



Reflection 

 
For outlandish creatures like us, on our way to a heart, a 
brain, and courage, Bethlehem is not the end of our 
journey but only the beginning - not home but the place 
through which we must pass if ever we are to reach 
home at last. 

— Frederick Buechner 
The Magnificent Defeat 

 

God travels wonderful ways with human beings, but he 
does not comply with the views and opinions of people. 
God does not go the way that people want to prescribe 
for him; rather, his way is beyond all comprehension, 
free and self-determined beyond all proof. Where 
reason is indignant, where our nature rebels, where our 
piety anxiously keeps us away: that is precisely where 
God loves to be. There he confounds the reason of the 
reasonable; there he aggravates our nature, our piety—
that is where he wants to be, and no one can keep him 
from it. Only the humble believe him and rejoice that 
God is so free and so marvelous that he does wonders 
where people despair, that he takes what is little and 
lowly and makes it marvelous. And that is the wonder 
of all wonders, that God loves the lowly… God is not 
ashamed of the lowliness of human beings. God 
marches right in. He chooses people as his instruments 
and performs his wonders where one would least 
expect them. God is near to lowliness; he loves the lost, 
the neglected, the unseemly, the excluded, the weak and 
broken. 
 

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
God Is in the Manger: Reflections on Advent and Christmas 

  
 



We Prepare to Meet with God 

 
Prelude 
 

Hail the blest morn, see the great mediator 
Down from the regions of glory descend. 
Shepherds, go worship the babe in the manger, 
Lo! for his guard the bright angels attend. 
 
Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thy aid. 
Star in the east, our horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant redeemer was laid. 
 
Cold on his cradle the dew drops are shining, 
Low lies his bed with the beasts of the stall. 
Angels adore him, in slumber reclining, 
Wise men and shepherds before him do fall. 
 
Refrain 
 
Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 
Odors of Eden and offerings divine, 
Gems from the mountain and pearls from the ocean, 
Myrrh from the forest, and gold from the mine? 
 
Refrain 
 
Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
Vainly with gifts we his favor secure; 
Richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 
Nearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
 
Refrain 
 



God Calls Us 

  

Trinitarian Confession and Salutation 
 

Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,  
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Matthew 28:19 
People: Our help is in the name of the LORD,  
 who made heaven and earth! Psalm 124:8 

Minister: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.  Jude 2  

People: Amen. 
 

Call to Worship Joel 2:1 
 

Minister: Blow a trumpet in Zion; 
 sound an alarm on my holy mountain! 
People: Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 
 for the day of the Lord is coming; it is near. 

  

 Hymn 65  Before Jehovah’s Awesome Throne Trinity Hymnal 
 

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration 
 



God Cleanses Us 

 
Call to Confession of Sin Luke 3:4 
  

As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 
 “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord” 

  make his paths straight.’” 

 

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison) 
 

Almighty God, 
you who shaped out of nothing all that is,  
forgive us for returning empty-handed. 

You who called forth light, 
forgive our preference for the dark! 

You who sent John to be a voice crying, 
forgive our unwillingness to say anything at all!  

Create in us a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within us. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen. 
 

Declaration of Forgiveness Malachi 3:1–4 
 

“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before 
me. And the LORD whom you seek will suddenly come to his 
temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, 
behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure 
the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he 
is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. He will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine 
them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in 
righteousness to the LORD. Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as 
in former years.” 

 

 The Doxology  (#731) Trinity Hymnal 
 



God Consecrates Us 

 
 Prayer for Illumination 
 

 Reading of Scripture Matthew 11:2–30 (p. 816) 
 

2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he 
sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is 
to come, or shall we look for another?” 4 And Jesus answered them, 
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their 
sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and 
the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to 
them. 6 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 
 
7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning 
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
shaken by the wind? 8 What then did you go out to see? A man 
dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in 
kings’ houses.9 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I 
tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is he of whom it is written,  
  “‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who 
will prepare your way before you.’ 
 
11 “Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen 
no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the 
Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and 
the violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law 
prophesied until John, 14 and if you are willing to accept it, he is 
Elijah who is to come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 
 
16 “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children 
sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their playmates, 
 
17  “‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
 we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 
 

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 
demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 
‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 
and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.” 



 
20 Then he began to denounce the cities where most of his mighty 
works had been done, because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, 
Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in 
you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I tell you, it will be more 
bearable on the day of judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 
23 And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You will be 
brought down to Hades. For if the mighty works done in you had 
been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24 But I 
tell you that it will be more tolerable on the day of judgment for the 
land of Sodom than for you.” 
 
25 At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and 
understanding and revealed them to little children; 26 yes, Father, 
for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over 
to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, 
and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 Come to me, all who labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” 

 

 Hymn 216 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Trinity Hymnal 
 



Preaching of the Word Rev. John Canales 
 Sermon Text: Luke 2:1–20 (p. 857)  The Lamb Provided 
 

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, 
each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 
David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 
child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give 
birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 
 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, 
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign 
for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying 
in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
 
14  “Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
 

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made 
known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 
18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 
19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her 
heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 



Prayer of Intercession 
 

 Hymn 230   Thou Who Wast Rich Beyond All Splendor Trinity Hymnal 
 
 
 

God Communes with Us 

 

 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed  p. 845, Trinity Hymnal 
 

 The Gloria Patri  (#735) Trinity Hymnal 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Invitation and Supervision of the Table 1 Corinthians 11:23–29 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding 
with the Lord’s Prayer in unison: 
 

People: Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Words of Institution  Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20 
 

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup 
 



Hymn — During the bread      Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended 
 

Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended,  
that we to judge thee have in hate pretended?  
By foes derided, by thine own rejected,  
O most afflicted!  
 
Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee?  
Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee!  
‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee;  
I crucified thee.  
 
Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered;  
the slave hath sinned, and the Son hath suffered.  
For our atonement, while we nothing heeded,  
God interceded.  
 
For me, kind Jesus, was thy incarnation,  
thy mortal sorrow, and thy life’s oblation;  
thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion,  
for my salvation.  
 
Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee,  
I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee,  
think on thy pity and thy love unswerving,  
not my deserving. 
 

Scripture Reading — During the cup James 5:7–9 
 

Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. 
See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, 
being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late 
rains. You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one 
another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the 
Judge is standing at the door. 
 



Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) 

 
Now may your servant, Lord,  You did for all prepare 
 according to your word, this Gift, so great, so rare, 
 depart in exultation. fulfilling prophets’ story; 
My rest shall be serene,  A Light to show the way 
 for now my eyes have seen to Gentiles gone astray, 
 your wonderful salvation.  and unto Israel’s glory. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
 

God Commissions and Blesses Us 

 
The Collection of Alms and Tithes 

 

Hymn 198 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Trinity Hymnal 
 

 The Benediction 

 
 Congregation stands as able 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Notes 
Luke 2:1–20 

The Lamb Provided 



 



Welcome to Christ Presbyterian Church 

 

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our 
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love, 
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor 
cards and place it in the collection plate.  If you desire any additional 
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of 
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our 
community in the name of Christ! 

 

About our Church 
 

Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant 
Reformation, Christ Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the 
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). We are committed to the Bible 
as the Word of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission 
of Jesus Christ.  
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Staff 
Pastor – Rev. John Canales 

Associate Pastor – Rev. Jahaziel Cantú 
Chief Musician – Christopher Oglesby 

Office Manager – Mary Jo Canales 
 

Elders:  Daniel Beal, Sam Bridgeman, Ray White 
Deacons: Leng Ea (sabbatical), Rod Miller 

Diaconal Aide: David Abuhl, Adam Grimes 
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