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Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; 
for here we meet with a holy God. 

 

Before the service, speak to the Lord; 
during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service, speak to one another. 
 

 
 

About Receiving Communion 
 

All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in 
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are 
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters 
in Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the 
grace of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please 
allow the elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to 
meditate on the meaning of the Gospel. 
 

A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after 
they have made a profession of faith and have been received as 
communing members by the church to which their parents belong. 
 

As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s 
Supper to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 
1 Cor 10:16; 11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of 
conscience, you are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is 
provided in the center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are 
available for those who cannot eat bread.  

 
 
 

 

 Nursery today: Brit Osterling 
  Rhea Abuhl 
 Next Sunday: Shaz Beal 
 Emma Rooney 

 



Reflection 

 
The cost of obedience is small compared with the cost of 
disobedience. 

— Author unknown 

Wicked men obey from fear; good men from love. 
— Aristotle 

I was not born to be free. I was born to adore and to obey. 
— C.S. Lewis 

You may as well quit reading and hearing the Word of God, and give it 
to the devil, if you do not desire to live according to it. 

— Martin Luther 

Every virtue is a form of obedience to God. Every evil word or act is a 
form of rebellion against him. 

— Stephen Neill 
 



We Prepare to Meet with God 

 
Prelude 

O Jesus sweet, O Jesus mild,  
your Father's will you have fulfilled.  
From heav'n above to earth you came,  
and born as man you took our name.  
O Jesus sweet, O Jesus mild. 

O Jesus sweet, O Jesus mild,  
your birth the world with hope has filled.  
Your death has ransomed our lost race,  
for on the cross you took our place.  
O Jesus sweet, O Jesus mild. 

O Jesus, sweet, O Jesus mild,  
we seek to do what you have willed.  
All that we have comes from above;  
Lord, keep us walking in your love.  
O Jesus sweet, O Jesus mild. 

 



God Calls Us 

  

Trinitarian Confession and Salutation 
 

Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,  
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Matthew 28:19 
People: Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
 who made heaven and earth! Psalm 124:8 

Minister: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father  
 and Christ Jesus our Lord! 1 Timothy 1:2b 
People: Amen. 

 

Call to Worship      Hebrews 12:2–3 
 

[Let us] look to Jesus,  
the founder and perfecter of our faith,  
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,  
despising the shame,  
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

[Let us] consider him who endured from sinners such hostility      
against himself,  
so that [we] may not grow weary or fainthearted. 

 

 Hymn 160 Shepherd of Tender Youth Trinity Hymnal 
            (Arr. Dubberly) 

 

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration 
 



God Cleanses Us 

 
Call to Confession of Sin          John 14:15, 15:9–10 
 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments…As the Father 
has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love.” 

 
Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison) 

 

God of mercy, whose Son, Jesus Christ, 
   longs to gather us in the wide embrace of his love, 
   we confess that we have been wayward children. 
We have disobeyed your commands; 
   our ears have been deaf to your call; 
   our hearts have been cold to your love. 
In thought, in word, and in deed 
   we have hurt others and dishonored your name. 
In your great mercy receive us yet again as your well-beloved 
children, 
   not because we are worthy but for the sake of Jesus 
   who obeyed you in our place, 
   who loved us and gave himself for us. Amen. 

 

Declaration of Forgiveness            Hebrews 5:7–10 
 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, 
with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from 
death, and he was heard because of his reverence. Although he was 
a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. And being 
made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who 
obey him, being designated by God a high priest after the order of 
Melchizedek. 

  
 The Doxology  (#731) Trinity Hymnal 
 



God Consecrates Us 

 
 Prayer for Illumination 
 

 Reading of Scripture Luke 3:1–18 

1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius 
Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea 
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 during the 
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 And he went into all 
the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book 
of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall become straight, 
    and the rough places shall become level ways, 
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

7 He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by 
him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do 
not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ 
For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children 
for Abraham. 9 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. 
Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.” 

10 And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11 And he 
answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him 
who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” 12 Tax 
collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, 
what shall we do?” 13 And he said to them, “Collect no more than 



you are authorized to do.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, 
what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money 
from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with 
your wages.” 

15 As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in 
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 
16 John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but 
he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I 
am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff 
he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

18 So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the 
people.  

 

 Hymn 238  My Dear Redeemer and My Lord Trinity Hymnal 
 



Preaching of the Word Rev. John Canales 
 Sermon Text: 1 John 2:3–6            Walking in the Steps of Jesus 

     (First Diagnostic Test: Obedience) 

3 And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his 
commandments. 4 Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his 
commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 5 but whoever 
keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we 
may know that we are in him: 6 whoever says he abides in him ought to 
walk in the same way in which he walked. 

 

Prayer of Intercession 
 
 

 Hymn 672  Trust and Obey Trinity Hymnal 
 

 



God Communes with Us 

 

Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed  p. 845, Trinity Hymnal 
 

 The Gloria Patri  (#735) Trinity Hymnal 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 

Invitation and Supervision of the Table 1 Corinthians 11:23–29 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding 
with the Lord’s Prayer in unison: 
 

People: Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Words of Institution  Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20 
 

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup 
 



Hymn — During the bread            Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 
 

Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, 
See him dying on the tree! 
‘Tis the Christ by man rejected; 
Yes, my soul, ‘tis he, ‘tis he! 
‘Tis the long-expected Prophet, 
David’s son, yet David’s Lord; 
By his Son God now has spoken: 
‘Tis the true and faithful Word. 
  
You who think of sin but lightly 
Nor suppose the evil great 
Here may view its nature rightly, 
Here its guilt may estimate. 
Mark the sacrifice appointed, 
See who bears the awful load; 
‘Tis the Word, the Lord’s Anointed, 
Son of Man and Son of God. 
  
Here we have a firm foundation, 
Here the refuge of the lost; 
Christ’s the Rock of our salvation, 
His the name of which we boast. 
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, 
Sacrifice to cancel guilt! 
None shall ever be confounded 
Who on him their hope have built. 

 
 

Scripture Reading — During the cup             Ephesians 2:1–10 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you 
once walked, following the course of this world, following the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in 
the sons of disobedience—among whom we all once lived in 
the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body 

and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the 
rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the 



great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in 
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 
you have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us 
with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the 
coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you 
have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; 
it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may 
boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should 
walk in them. 



 Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) 

 

Now may your servant, Lord,  
 according to your word, 
 depart in exultation. 
My rest shall be serene,  
 for now my eyes have seen 
 your wonderful salvation.  

You did for all prepare  
 this Gift, so great, so rare, 
 fulfilling prophets’ story;  
A Light to show the way  
 to Gentiles gone astray, 
 and unto Israel’s glory. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
 

God Commissions and Blesses Us 

 
The Collection of Alms and Tithes 

 

Hymn 457    Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Trinity Hymnal 
 

 The Benediction 

 
 Congregation stands as able 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Notes 
1 John 2:3–6 

Walking in the Steps of Jesus 
(First Diagnostic Test: Obedience)



 



Welcome to Christ Presbyterian Church 

 

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our 
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love, 
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor 
cards and place it in the collection plate.  If you desire any additional 
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of 
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our 
community in the name of Christ! 

 

About our Church 
 

Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant 
Reformation, Christ Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the 
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). We are committed to the Bible 
as the Word of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission 
of Jesus Christ.  
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