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I have kept back nothing, but have declared to you  

the whole counsel of God.   —Acts 20:27 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Covenant Renewal Service 
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Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; 
for here we meet with a holy God. 

 

Before the service, speak to the Lord; 
during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service, speak to one another. 
 

 
 

About Receiving Communion 
 

All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in 
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are repentant 
of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in Christ are 
invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace of God 
by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the 
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the 
meaning of the Gospel. 
 

A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after 
they have made a profession of faith and have been received as 
communing members by the church to which their parents belong. 
 

As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s 
Supper to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 
1 Cor 10:16; 11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of 
conscience, you are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is 
provided in the center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are 
available for those who cannot eat bread.  

 
 
 

 

 Nursery today: Arlys Wydner 
  Greyson Ea 
 Next Sunday: Sarah Abuhl 
 Lucia Abuhl 

 



Reflection 

 
I know God won’t give me anything I can’t handle. I just 
wish he didn’t trust me so much. 

— Mother Teresa 
 
I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost 
them all; but whatever I have placed in God’s hands, that 
I still possess. 

— Corrie Ten Boom 
 

  
 



We Prepare to Meet with God 

 
Prelude       I Love You, Lord 
 

Cantor: I love You, Lord, 
And I lift my voice 
To worship You! 
O my soul, rejoice! 

                                 
Take joy, my King, 
In what You hear! 
May it be a sweet, 
Sweet sound in Your ear. 

                 
People: I love You, Lord, 

And I lift my voice 
To worship You! 
O my soul, rejoice! 

                                 
Take joy, my King, 
In what You hear! 
May it be a sweet, 
Sweet sound in Your ear. 

 
 



God Calls Us 

  

Trinitarian Confession and Salutation 
 

Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,  
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Matthew 28:19 
People: Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
 who made heaven and earth! Psalm 124:8 

Minister: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father 
 And Christ Jesus our Lord! 1 Timothy 1:2b 
People: Amen. 

 

Call to Worship Psalm 113:1–3 
 

Minister: Praise the LORD! 
People: Praise, O servants of the LORD, 
 praise the name of the LORD!  
Minister: Blessed be the name of the LORD 
 from this time forth and forevermore! 
People: From the rising of the sun to the setting of the same, 

the name of the LORD is to be praised!  
 

 Psalm 103:1–13  Trinity Psalter 
(TUNE: HYFRYDOL) 

 

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration 
 



God Cleanses Us 

 

Call to Confession of Sin Psalm 32:1–6a 

 

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 
    whose sin is covered. 
Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, 
    and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
    through my groaning all day long. 
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
    my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.  
I acknowledged my sin to you, 

    and I did not cover my iniquity; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
    and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Therefore let everyone who is godly 
    offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; 
surely in the rush of great waters, 
    they shall not reach him. 

 

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison) 
 

Our Father, forgive us for thinking small thoughts of you 
and for ignoring your immensity and greatness. 

Lord Jesus, forgive us when we forget that you rule 
the nations and our small lives. 

Holy Spirit, we offend you in minimizing your power 
and squandering your gifts. 

We confess that our blindness to your glory, O triune God, 
has resulted in shallow confession, 
tepid conviction, and only mild repentance. 

Have mercy upon us. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 



Declaration of Forgiveness Isaiah 53:4–6 
 

Surely he has borne our griefs 
    and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, 
    smitten by God, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our transgressions; 
    he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
    and with his wounds we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
    we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all.   

 

 The Doxology  (#731) Trinity Hymnal 
 



God Consecrates Us 

 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 

 Reading of Scripture Acts 3:1–4:12 

 
1 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of 
prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a man lame from birth was being 
carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called 
the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 3 Seeing 
Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 
4 And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at 
us.” 5 And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive 
something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, 
but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7 And he took him by the right hand 
and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made 
strong. 8 And leaping up he stood and began to walk, and entered the 
temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9 And all 
the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and recognized him 
as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for 
alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had 
happened to him. 
 

11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, 
ran together to them in the portico called Solomon’s. 12 And when 
Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you 
wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own 
power or piety we have made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in 
the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 14 But you 
denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be 
granted to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised 
from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And his name—by faith in 
his name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and 
the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in 
the presence of you all. 
 
 



17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did 
also your rulers. 18 But what God foretold by the mouth of all the 
prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19 Repent 
therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that 
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and 
that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom 
heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about 
which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. 
22 Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from your brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. 
23 And it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that prophet 
shall be destroyed from the people.’ 24 And all the prophets who have 
spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also proclaimed 
these days. 25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant 
that God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your 
offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’ 26 God, having 
raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by turning 
every one of you from your wickedness.” 

 
4:1 And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the 
captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 2 greatly 
annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in 
Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they arrested them and 
put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 
4 But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the 
number of the men came to about five thousand. 
 
5 On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together 
in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and 
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7 And when 
they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by 
what name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are being 
examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by 
what means this man has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you 
and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by 
him this man is standing before you well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that 
was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 
12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 



 Hymn 705 I Know Whom I Have Believed Trinity Hymnal 
 

Preaching of the Word     Rev. John Canales 
Sermon Text: Psalm 78:1–20      Can God? 

 
1 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; 

incline your ears to the words of my mouth! 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; 
    I will utter dark sayings from of old, 
3 things that we have heard and known, 
    that our fathers have told us. 
4 We will not hide them from their children, 
    but tell to the coming generation 
the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, 
    and the wonders that he has done. 

 
5 He established a testimony in Jacob 
    and appointed a law in Israel, 
which he commanded our fathers 
    to teach to their children, 
6 that the next generation might know them, 
    the children yet unborn, 
and arise and tell them to their children, 
7    so that they should set their hope in God 
and not forget the works of God, 
    but keep his commandments; 
8 and that they should not be like their fathers, 
    a stubborn and rebellious generation, 
a generation whose heart was not steadfast, 
    whose spirit was not faithful to God. 
 
9 The Ephraimites, armed with the bow, 
    turned back on the day of battle. 
10 They did not keep God’s covenant, 
    but refused to walk according to his law. 
11 They forgot his works 
    and the wonders that he had shown them. 
12 In the sight of their fathers he performed wonders 
    in the land of Egypt, in the fields of Zoan. 
13 He divided the sea and let them pass through it, 
    and made the waters stand like a heap. 



14 In the daytime he led them with a cloud, 
    and all the night with a fiery light. 
15 He split rocks in the wilderness 
    and gave them drink abundantly as from the deep. 
16 He made streams come out of the rock 
    and caused waters to flow down like rivers. 
 
17 Yet they sinned still more against him, 
    rebelling against the Most High in the desert. 
18 They tested God in their heart 
    by demanding the food they craved. 
19 They spoke against God, saying, 
    “Can God spread a table in the wilderness? 
20 He struck the rock so that water gushed out 
    and streams overflowed. 
Can he also give bread 
    or provide meat for his people?” 

 

Prayer of Intercession 
 

 Hymn 679 ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus Trinity Hymnal 
(vv. 1–3) 

 

 



God Communes with Us 

 

 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed  p. 846, Trinity Hymnal 
 

 The Gloria Patri  (#735) Trinity Hymnal 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 

Invitation and Supervision of the Table 1 Corinthians 11:23–29 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding 
with the Lord’s Prayer in unison: 
 

People: Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Words of Institution  Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20 
 

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup 
 



Hymn — During the bread I Am Not Skilled to Understand 
 

I am not skilled to understand 
What God has willed, what God has planned; 
I only know at his right hand 
Is One who is my Savior! 
  

I take him at his word indeed: 
“Christ died for sinners,” this I read; 
And in my heart I find the need 
Of him to be my Savior! 
  

That he should leave his throne on high 
And come for sinful man to die, 
You count it strange? So once did I, 
Before I knew my Savior! 
  

Yes, living, dying, let me bring 
My strength, my solace from this spring: 
That he who lives to be my King 
Once died to be my Savior! 
 

Scripture Reading — During the cup Isaiah 14:24–27 

 

The LORD of hosts has sworn: 
“As I have planned, 

so shall it be, 
and as I have purposed, 

so shall it stand,  
that I will break the Assyrian in my land, 

and on my mountains trample him underfoot; 
and his yoke shall depart from them, 

and his burden from their shoulder.”  
  

This is the purpose that is purposed 
concerning the whole earth, 

and this is the hand that is stretched out 
over all the nations.  

For the LORD of hosts has purposed, 
and who will annul it? 

His hand is stretched out, 
and who will turn it back?   



Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) 

 
Now may your servant, Lord,  You did for all prepare 
 according to your word, this Gift, so great, so rare, 
 depart in exultation. fulfilling prophets’ story; 
My rest shall be serene,  A Light to show the way 
 for now my eyes have seen to Gentiles gone astray, 
 your wonderful salvation.  and unto Israel’s glory. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
 

God Commissions and Blesses Us 

 
The Collection of Alms and Tithes 

 

Hymn 98 Now Thank We All Our God Trinity Hymnal 
 

 The Benediction 

 
 Congregation stands as able 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Notes 
Psalm 78:1–20 

Can God? 



Welcome to Christ Presbyterian Church 

 

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our 
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love, 
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor 
cards and place it in the collection plate.  If you desire any additional 
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of 
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our 
community in the name of Christ! 

 

About our Church 
 

Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant 
Reformation, Christ Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the 
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). We are committed to the Bible 
as the Word of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission of 
Jesus Christ.  
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Pastor – Rev. John Canales 
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