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Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; 
for here we meet with a holy God. 

 

Before the service, speak to the Lord; 
during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service, speak to one another. 
 

 
 

About Receiving Communion 
 

All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in 
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are 
repentant of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters 
in Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the 
grace of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please 
allow the elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to 
meditate on the meaning of the Gospel. 
 

A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after 
they have made a profession of faith and have been received as 
communing members by the church to which their parents belong. 
 

As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s 
Supper to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 
1 Cor 10:16; 11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of 
conscience, you are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is 
provided in the center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are 
available for those who cannot eat bread.  

 
 
 

 

 Nursery today: Laurie Boswell 
  Gray Canales 
 Next Sunday: Lauren Alexander 
 Rhea Abuhl 

 



Reflection 

 
Christ has no body now on earth but yours; yours are 
the only hand with which he can do his work, yours are 
the only feet with which he can go about the world, 
yours are the only eyes through which his compassion  
can shine forth upon a troubled world. Christ has no 
body now on earth but yours. 
 

— Teresa of Avila 
 
The Lord doesn’t ask about your ability, only your 
availability; and, if you prove your dependability, the 
Lord will increase your capability. 
 

— Author unknown 
 
We may think God wants actions of a certain kind, but 
God wants people of a certain kind. 
 

— C. S. Lewis 

  
 



We Prepare to Meet with God 

 
Prelude       Lord, I Want to Be a Christian 

 

Lord, I want to be a Christian 
in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 
 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus 
in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 



God Calls Us 

  

Trinitarian Confession and Salutation 
 

Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,  
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Matthew 28:19 
People: Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
 who made heaven and earth! Psalm 124:8 

Minister: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.  Jude 2  

People: Amen. 
 

Call to Worship Psalm 134 
 

Minister: Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD,  
 who stand by night in the house of the LORD! 
People: Lift up your hands to the holy place  
 and bless the LORD! 
Minister: May the LORD bless you from Zion,  
 he who made heaven and earth! 
 

 Hymn 100 Holy, Holy, Holy Trinity Hymnal 
 

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration 
 



God Cleanses Us 

 

Call to Confession of Sin Psalm 66:16, 18–20 
 

Come and hear, all you who fear God, 
    and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 
If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, 
    the LORD would not have listened. 
But truly God has listened; 
    he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 
Blessed be God, 
    because he has not rejected my prayer 
    or removed his steadfast love from me! 

 

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison) 
 

Almighty God, we confess how hard it is to be your people. 
You have called us to be the church, 

to continue the mission of Jesus Christ  
to our lonely and confused world. 

Yet we acknowledge we are more apathetic than active, 
isolated than involved, callous than compassionate, 
obstinate than obedient, legalistic than loving. 

Gracious Lord, have mercy upon us and forgive our sins. 
Remove the obstacles preventing us 

from being your representatives to a broken world. 
Awaken our hearts to the promised gift of your indwelling Spirit. 
This we pray in Jesus’ powerful name. Amen. 

 

Declaration of Forgiveness Psalm 130:3–4, 7–8 
 

If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 
    O LORD, who could stand? 
But with you there is forgiveness, 
    that you may be feared..   
  

O Israel, hope in the LORD! 
    For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 
    and with him is plentiful redemption. 
And he will redeem Israel 
    from all his iniquities. 
 

 The Doxology  (#731) Trinity Hymnal 



God Consecrates Us 

 

 Prayer for Illumination 

 

 Reading of Scripture 1 Corinthians 1:18–2:5 p. 952 
 

1:18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, “I 
will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the 
discerning I will thwart.” 

  
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we 
preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks 
seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 
Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than men. 
  
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many 
were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things 
that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human 
being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you 
are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

  
2:1 And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to 
you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided 
to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 

And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and 
my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might 
not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

 

 Hymn 25 O Light That Knew No Dawn Trinity Hymnal 
 



Preaching of the Word Rev. John Canales 
 Sermon Text: Acts 9:1–22 p. 917          Can God Really Use My Life? 
 

1 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of 
the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the 
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and 
suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the 
ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, 
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, 
and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were 
traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing 
no one. 8 Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were 
opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought 
him into Damascus. 9 And for three days he was without sight, and 
neither ate nor drank. 
 
10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord 
said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 
11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called 
Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named 
Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man 
named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might 
regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard 
from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your 
saints at Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief 
priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to 
him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name 
before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I will 
show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 
17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands 
on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you 
on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain 
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately 
something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. 
Then he rose and was baptized; 19 and taking food, he was 
strengthened. 
 



For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20 And 
immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is 
the Son of God.” 21 And all who heard him were amazed and said, 
“Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who 
called upon this name? And has he not come here for this purpose, 
to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 22 But Saul increased 
all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in 
Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ. 

 

Prayer of Intercession 

 

 Hymn 591 Jesus Calls Us Trinity Hymnal 
 

 



God Communes with Us 

 

 Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed  845, Trinity Hymnal 


 The Gloria Patri  (#735) Trinity Hymnal 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 

Invitation and Supervision of the Table 1 Corinthians 11:23–29 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding 
with the Lord’s Prayer in unison: 
 

People: Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Words of Institution  Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20 
 

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup 
 



Hymn — During the bread  
 

Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; 
Here would I touch and handle things unseen; 
Here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace, 
And all my weariness upon Thee lean. 
 
Here would I feed upon the bread of God, 
Here drink with Thee the royal wine of heaven; 
Here would I lay aside each earthly load, 
Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiven. 
 
This is the hour of banquet and of song; 
This is the heavenly table spread for me: 
Here let me feast, and feasting, still prolong 
The brief, bright hour of fellowship with Thee. 
 

Scripture Reading — During the cup Isaiah 40:28–31 
 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
    his understanding is unsearchable. 
He gives power to the faint, 
    and to him who has no might he increases strength. 
Even youths shall faint and be weary, 
    and young men shall fall exhausted; 
but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; 
    they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; 
    they shall walk and not faint.  
 



Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) 

 
Now may your servant, Lord,  You did for all prepare 
 according to your word, this Gift, so great, so rare, 
 depart in exultation. fulfilling prophets’ story; 
My rest shall be serene,  A Light to show the way 
 for now my eyes have seen to Gentiles gone astray, 
 your wonderful salvation.  and unto Israel’s glory. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
 

God Commissions and Blesses Us 

 
The Collection of Alms and Tithes 

 

Psalm 84  Trinity Psalter 
 

 The Benediction 

 
 Congregation stands as able 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Notes 
Acts 9:1–22 p. 917   

Can God Really Use My Life? 

   





Welcome to Christ Presbyterian Church 

 

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our 
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love, 
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor 
cards and place it in the collection plate.  If you desire any additional 
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of 
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our 
community in the name of Christ! 

 

About our Church 
 

Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant 
Reformation, Christ Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the 
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). We are committed to the Bible 
as the Word of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission 
of Jesus Christ.  
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