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Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; 
for here we meet with a holy God. 

 

Before the service, speak to the Lord; 
during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service, speak to one another. 
 

 
 

About Receiving Communion 
 

All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in 
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are repentant 
of their sin and are at peace with their brothers and sisters in Christ are 
invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the grace of God 
by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please allow the 
elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to meditate on the 
meaning of the Gospel. 
 

A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after 
they have made a profession of faith and have been received as 
communing members by the church to which their parents belong. 
 

As instituted by our Lord, wine is the element used in the Lord’s 
Supper to show forth his blood shed on our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 
1 Cor 10:16; 11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). If, however, for reasons of 
conscience, you are not able to participate using wine, grape juice is 
provided in the center of the tray. Also, gluten-free crackers are 
available for those who cannot eat bread.  

 
 
 

 

 Nursery today: Shaz Beal 
  Greyson Ea 
 Next Sunday: Amanda Rooney 
 Avery Rooney 

 



Reflection 

 
Faith is God’s work in us, that changes us and gives new 
birth from God. 

— Martin Luther 
 
Faith unites the soul with Christ as a bride is united with 
her bridegroom. Everything that they have is held in 
common, whether good or evil. So the believer can boast 
of and glory in whatever Christ possesses, as though it 
were his or her own; and whatever the believer has, 
Christ claims as his own. Christ is full of grace, life and 
salvation. The human soul is full of sins, death and 
damnation. Now let faith come between them. Sins, 
death and damnation will be Christ’s. And grace, life and 
salvation will be the believer’s. 

— Martin Luther 
 
Now Faith, in the sense in which I am here using the 
word, is the art of holding on to things your reason has 
once accepted, in spite of your changing moods. For 
moods will change, whatever view your reason takes. I 
know that by experience. Now that I am a Christian I do 
have moods in which the whole thing looks very 
improbable: but when I was an atheist I had moods in 
which Christianity looked terribly probable. This 
rebellion of your moods against your real self is going to 
come anyway. That is why Faith is such a necessary 
virtue: unless you teach your moods “where they get off,” 
you can never be either a sound Christian or even a 
sound atheist, but just a creature dithering to and fro, 
with its beliefs really dependent on the weather and the 
state of its digestion. 

— C. S. Lewis 
 
God’s ultimate purpose is birth. He is not content until 
he brings his Son to birth in us. 

— Meister Eckhart 



We Prepare to Meet with God 

 
Prelude 
 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee, 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not, 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. 
 
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own great presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today, and bright hope for tomorrow 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside. 
 
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 



God Calls Us 

  

Trinitarian Confession and Salutation 
 

Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,  
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Matthew 28:19 
People: Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
 who made heaven and earth! Psalm 124:8 

Minister: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.  Jude 2  

People: Amen. 
 

Call to Worship Psalm 113:1–3 
 
 

Minister: Praise the LORD! 
People: Praise, O servants of the LORD, 

praise the name of the LORD!  
Minister: Blessed be the name of the LORD 

from this time forth and forevermore!  
People: From the rising of the sun to the setting of the same, 

the name of the LORD is to be praised!  
 

 Hymn 76 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven Trinity Hymnal 
 

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration 
 



God Cleanses Us 

 
Call to Confession of Sin Psalm 139:1–3, 23–24 
 

O LORD, you have searched me and known me! 
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
    you discern my thoughts from afar. 
You search out my path and my lying down 
    and are acquainted with all my ways.   

 

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison) 
 

O Lord our God, you have searched us and known us. 
You know not only what we say, but also what we think. 
You know how quickly our thoughts rise to praise ourselves 

because we are well-off or good-looking or healthy or smart, 
boasting of your gifts as if they were our accomplishments. 

You know how slowly our thoughts sink to accuse ourselves 
even when we have turned our backs on you, 
fascinating ourselves with alien gods 
whose calling we heed while ignoring your own. 

Quickly boasting, slowly accusing, truly we need to repent. 
O God, forgive, correct, and heal us  

through Jesus Christ, our Lord Amen. 
 

Declaration of Forgiveness John 3:16–17 
 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did 
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.  

 

 The Doxology  (#731) Trinity Hymnal 
 



God Consecrates Us 

 
 Prayer for Illumination 
 

 Reading of Scripture John 3:1–21 
 

1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler 
of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one 
can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into 
his mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 
the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to 
you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and 
you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or 
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
 
9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus 
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not 
understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of 
what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do 
not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you 
do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 
13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life. 
 

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light 
has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than 
the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does 



wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his 
works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to 
the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been 
carried out in God.” 

 

 Hymn 591 Jesus Calls Us Trinity Hymnal 
 

Preaching of the Word Rev. John Canales 
 Sermon Text: 1 John 5:1–5       Our New Birth and Its Victory of Faith 
 

1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born 
of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has 
been born of him. 2 By this we know that we love the children 
of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3 For 
this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And 
his commandments are not burdensome. 4 For everyone who 
has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the 
victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is it that 
overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is 
the Son of God? 

 

Prayer of Intercession 
 
 

 



God Communes with Us 

 

Affirmation of Faith: Hymn 742  The Apostles’ Creed Trinity Hymnal 
 

 The Gloria Patri  (#735) Trinity Hymnal 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 

Invitation and Supervision of the Table 1 Corinthians 11:23–29 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
The minister will lead the congregation in prayer, concluding 
with the Lord’s Prayer in unison: 
 

People: Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Words of Institution  Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20 
 

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup 
 



Hymn — During the bread  
 

Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, 
leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 
come into the daylight’s splendor, 
there with joy your praises render. 
Bless the One whose grace unbounded 
this amazing banquet founded; 
He, though heav’nly, high, and holy, 
deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 
 
Hasten as a bride to meet Him,  
eagerly and gladly greet Him. 
There He stands already knocking; 
quickly, now, your gate unlocking, 
open wide the fast-closed portal, 
saying to the Lord immortal: 
“Come, and leave your loved one never; 
dwell within my heart forever.” 
 
Now in faith I humbly ponder 
over this surpassing wonder 
that the Bread of Life is boundless 
though the souls it feeds are countless; 
with the choicest wine of heaven 
Christ’s own blood to us is given. 
Oh, most glorious consolation, 
pledge and seal of my salvation. 
 
Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 
truest friend and dearest treasure, 
peace beyond all understanding, 
joy into all life expanding: 
humbly now, I bow before You, 
love incarnate, I adore You; 
worthily let me receive You, 
and, so favored, never leave You. 
 
 
 
 



Scripture Reading — During the cup Deuteronomy 10:12–21 
 

“And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of 
you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, 
to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments and 
statutes of the LORD, which I am commanding you today for 
your good? Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven 
and the heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it. Yet 
the LORD set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their 
offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this 
day. Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be 
no longer stubborn. For the LORD your God is God of gods 
and LORD of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome 
God, who is not partial and takes no bribe. He executes 
justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the 
sojourner, giving him food and clothing. Love the sojourner, 
therefore, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. You 
shall fear the LORD your God. You shall serve him and hold 
fast to him, and by his name you shall swear. He is your 
praise. He is your God, who has done for you these great and 
terrifying things that your eyes have seen.” 
 



Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) 

 
Now may your servant, Lord,  You did for all prepare 
 according to your word, this Gift, so great, so rare, 
 depart in exultation. fulfilling prophets’ story; 
My rest shall be serene,  A Light to show the way 
 for now my eyes have seen to Gentiles gone astray, 
 your wonderful salvation.  and unto Israel’s glory. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
 

God Commissions and Blesses Us 

 
The Collection of Alms and Tithes 

 

Hymn 94  How Firm a Foundation Trinity Hymnal 
 

 The Benediction 

 
 Congregation stands as able 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Notes 
1 John 5:1–5 

Our New Birth and Its Victory of Faith 





Welcome to Christ Presbyterian Church 

 

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our 
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love, 
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor 
cards and place it in the collection plate.  If you desire any additional 
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of 
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our 
community in the name of Christ! 

 

About our Church 
 

Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant 
Reformation, Christ Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the 
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). We are committed to the Bible 
as the Word of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission of 
Jesus Christ.  
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