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Be thoughtful, be silent, be reverent; 
for here we meet with a holy God. 

 

Before the service, speak to the Lord; 
during the service, let the Lord speak to you; 

after the service, speak to one another. 
 

 
 

About Receiving Communion 
 

All who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, are baptized members in 
good standing of congregations that proclaim the gospel, are 
repentant of their sin, and are at peace with their brothers and sisters 
in Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper, feeding on the 
grace of God by faith. If you have not put your trust in Christ, please 
allow the elements to pass you by and take this opportunity to 
meditate on the meaning of the Gospel. 
 

A Word to Parents: Baptized children are invited to the table after 
they have made a profession of faith and have been received as 
communing members by the church to which their parents belong. 
 

Wine is used in the Lord’s Supper to show forth his blood shed on 
our behalf (Mark 14:23–25; 1 Cor 10:16; 11:20–21, 25; 1 Tim 4:3–4). 
Grape juice is provided in the center of the tray for those who, for 
reasons of conscience, are not able to participate using wine. 
Gluten-free crackers are available for those who cannot eat bread.  
 

Hearing Assistance is available at the audio desk in the sanctuary. 

 
 

 Nursery today: Susan Miller 
  Arlys Wydner 
 Next Sunday: Laurie Boswell 
 Sam Ea 

 
 

Helpers, please be in the nursery by 10:20 to receive children.



Reflection 

 
In its deepest mystery, all of salvation history is in fact a divine love 

story between Creator and creature, between God and Israel, a story 
that comes to its climax on the bloody wood of a Roman cross. 
                     ― Brant Pitre,  

Jesus the Bridegroom:  
    The Greatest Love Story Ever Told 

 



We Prepare to Meet with God 

 
Prelude 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates;  
behold, the King of glory waits;  
the King of kings is drawing near;  
the Savior of the world is here! 

Fling wide the portals of your heart;  
make it a temple, set apart  
from earthly use for heaven’s employ,  
adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

 



God Calls Us 

  

Trinitarian Confession and Salutation 
 

Minister: We are gathered in the Name of the Father,  
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Matthew 28:19 
People: Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
 who made heaven and earth! Psalm 124:8 

Minister: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father  
 and Christ Jesus our Lord! 1 Timothy 1:2b 
People: Amen. 

 

Call to Worship      Psalm 19 

The heavens declare the glory of God, 
    and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
Day to day pours out speech, 
    and night to night reveals knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words, 
    whose voice is not heard. 
Their voice goes out through all the earth, 
    and their words to the end of the world. 
In them he has set a tent for the sun, 
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 
    and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
    and its circuit to the end of them, 
    and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 

The law of the LORD is perfect, 
    reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the LORD is sure, 
    making wise the simple; 
8 the precepts of the LORD are right, 
    rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the LORD is pure, 
    enlightening the eyes; 
9 the fear of the LORD is clean, 
    enduring forever; 
the rules of the LORD are true, 



    and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, 
    even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey 
    and drippings of the honeycomb. 
Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 
    in keeping them there is great reward. 

Who can discern his errors? 
    Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; 
    let them not have dominion over me! 
Then I shall be blameless, 
    and innocent of great transgression. 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
    be acceptable in your sight, 
    O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

 Hymn 170  Fairest Lord Jesus Trinity Hymnal 
 

 Prayer of Petition and Adoration 
 



God Cleanses Us 

 
Call to Confession of Sin John 8:21–24 

So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, 
and you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” So 
the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, since he says, ‘Where I am going, 
you cannot come’?” He said to them, “You are from below; I am 
from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. I told you 
that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he 
you will die in your sins.”  

Corporate Confession of Sin and Supplication for Mercy (unison) 
 

Great God, Lord of the universe and of our lives, we acknowledge 
that you are far above us. We are not you, and we don’t have the 
ability to control our eternal destiny. We confess that we are sinners 
and that we deserve to die in our sins. We thank you for the 
unfathomable grace you have poured out on us through your 
crucified and risen Son. You have granted us the faith to believe in 
him, and you have granted us eternal life. We repent of our sinful 
arrogance, our ingratitude, our disobedience and unbelief. Forgive us, 
Father, renew us, and enable us to live for him who is the resurrection 
and the life. Through Christ our Savior, Amen. 

 

Declaration of Forgiveness John 11:21–27 

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died. But even now I know that whatever you ask from 
God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you 
believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 

 The Doxology  (#731) Trinity Hymnal 

 



God Consecrates Us 

 
 Prayer for Illumination 
 

 Reading of Scripture Psalm 45:2–7 
 

2 You are the most handsome of the sons of men; 
    grace is poured upon your lips; 
    therefore God has blessed you forever. 
3 Gird your sword on your thigh, O mighty one, 
    in your splendor and majesty! 
4 In your majesty ride out victoriously 
    for the cause of truth and meekness and righteousness; 
    let your right hand teach you awesome deeds! 
5 Your arrows are sharp 
    in the heart of the king’s enemies; 
    the peoples fall under you. 
6 Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. 
    The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of uprightness; 
7     you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness. 
Therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
    with the oil of gladness beyond your companions; 

 

 Hymn 169  My Heart Does Overflow Trinity Hymnal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Preaching of the Word Lee Bridgeman 
 Sermon Text: Mark 2:18–22    The Bridegroom Comes for His Bride 
 
18 Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. And people 
came and said to him, “Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the 
Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?” 19 And Jesus said to 
them, “Can the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? 
As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. 
20 The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, 
and then they will fast in that day. 21 No one sews a piece of unshrunk 
cloth on an old garment. If he does, the patch tears away from it, the 
new from the old, and a worse tear is made. 22 And no one puts new 
wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skins—and 
the wine is destroyed, and so are the skins. But new wine is for fresh 
wineskins.” 
  
 
Prayer of Intercession 
 

 Hymn 355  We Are God’s People Trinity Hymnal 
 
 



God Communes with Us 

 

Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed  p. 845, Trinity Hymnal 
 

 The Gloria Patri  (#735) Trinity Hymnal 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

 

Invitation and Supervision of the Table 1 Corinthians 11:23–29 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
 

People: Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom and the power  
 and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Words of Institution  Matt 26:26–28; Mk 14:22–24; Lk 22:17–20 
 

Distribution of the Bread and the Cup 
 



Hymn — During the bread              Amidst Us Our Beloved Stands 
 
Amidst us our beloved stands, 
And bids us view his piercéd hands; 
Points to the wounded feet and side, 
Blest emblems of the Crucified. 
 
What food luxurious loads the board, 
When at his table sits the Lord! 
The wine how rich, the bread how sweet, 
When Jesus deigns the guests to meet! 
 
If now, with eyes defiled and dim, 
We see the signs, but see not him, 
O may his love the scales displace, 
And bid us see him face to face! 
 
O glorious Bridegroom of our hearts, 
Your present smile a heaven imparts! 
O lift the veil, if veil there be; 
Let every saint your glory see! 
 

 

Scripture Reading — During the cup Ephesians 3 
 

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you 
Gentiles—assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s 
grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was made known 
to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. When you read this, you 
can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not 
made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now 
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This 
mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same 
body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s 
grace, which was given me by the working of his power. To me, 
though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to 
preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring 
to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in 
God who created all things, so that through the church the manifold 



wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. This was according to the eternal 
purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we 
have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. So 
I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is 
your glory. 
 
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every 
family in heaven and on earth is named, that according to the riches of 
his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his 
Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have 
strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and 
length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God. 
 
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask 
or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and 
ever. Amen. 



 Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) 

 

Now may your servant, Lord,  
 according to your word, 
 depart in exultation. 
My rest shall be serene,  
 for now my eyes have seen 
 your wonderful salvation.  

You did for all prepare  
 this Gift, so great, so rare, 
 fulfilling prophets’ story;  
A Light to show the way  
 to Gentiles gone astray, 
 and unto Israel’s glory. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
 

God Commissions and Blesses Us 

 
The Collection of Alms and Tithes 

 

Hymn 347  The Church’s One Foundation Trinity Hymnal 
 

 The Benediction 

 
 Congregation stands as able 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotes are from the ESV Bible ©2001. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Notes 
The Bridegroom Comes for His Bride 

Mark 2:18–22



Welcome to Christ Presbyterian Church 

 

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for worship! It is our 
sincere hope and prayer that you will know and experience the love, 
power, and presence of our King and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

If you are visiting, please take a moment to fill out one of our visitor 
cards and place it in the collection plate.  If you desire any additional 
information, or if there are ways in which we can pray for you or be of 
service to you, please let us know. We count it a privilege to serve our 
community in the name of Christ! 

 

 

About our Church 
 

Standing in the great biblical and evangelical tradition of the Protestant 
Reformation, Christ Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the 
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). We are committed to the Bible 
as the Word of God, the Reformed Faith, and the Great Commission 
of Jesus Christ.  
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